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Executive summary and recommendations
This annotated bibliography was undertaken as part of developing a research agenda for the ongoing programme of action for the Taskforce for Action on Violence within Families. It provides a summary of research relating to family violence (including what some refer to as domestic violence) within refugee and migrant families and communities in New Zealand and overseas. This research provides useful information about the prevalence, dynamics, causes, risk and protective factors and impact of family violence in a number of different ethnic communities. It also discusses the barriers victims face in seeking help and the challenges service providers face in addressing the needs of victims. 

Migrant and refugee women are more negatively impacted by family violence 

Our overview of the research reveals:

· Migrant and refugee women and children are more negatively affected by family violence than those within the cultural mainstream. This situation results from having fewer realistic options to change, or escape, their situation. Overseas research also indicates migrant and refugee women are more likely to be killed in family violence incidents.

· There is no proven difference in incidence of family violence within immigrant and refugee populations when compared to the population at large. However, this is likely to be due to limitations in the research for some of the reasons below.

· An interplay of disempowering factors constrain the self-protective actions of refugee and migrant women and the effectiveness of external interventions. These factors include:

· intrapersonal and interpersonal pressure to maintain traditional group cultural norms

· fear of ostracism and/or isolation from their family and cultural community

· language barriers

· fear of the authorities

· a lack of awareness of their legal rights, or of services available to them

· the unsuitable nature of some support services 

· fear of poverty associated with reduced family and social support.

The consequence of having fewer options is that refugee and migrant women can be subject to a lifetime of continued abuse with its resultant mental and physical health consequences. Their abusive relationship may seem preferable to a life without family or status in the community and a life of poverty and isolation. 

Risk factors for family violence within refugee and migrant communities 

The literature indicates a number of risk factors associated with family violence as experienced by refugee and migrant communities.
 

Intimate partner violence (IPV)

· Controlling / male-dominated relationships reinforced by the traditional values of a cultural group. This has the effect of normalising violence against women and confining women’s roles and choices. Mechanisms of control and violence may be enacted by extended family members.

· Social isolation of women. Some groups of women are particularly vulnerable and dependent because they don’t have well-established social networks or other resources. For example, “Mail-order brides”, women in arranged marriages, and those with uncertain immigration status, or who have been cajoled into the sex industry away from their homes of origin.

· Being young and in a relationship, acculturated, poor, and with low levels of education. This combination of factors increases the risk of severe intimate partner violence.
Violence involving children / Intergenerational violence 

· Physical punishment of children. Commonly a culturally-rooted child-rearing practice. It can be accompanied by concerning psychological abuse.

· Subjecting children to violence increases the likelihood they will become adult perpetrators of violence in their domestic relationships, particularly if they have positive attitudes towards physical violence. This will especially apply to people who have been exposed to war or civil unrest.
Exacerbating factors

· Substance abuse. There is a well established link between intoxication and violence.
Recommended responses to improve the experience of affected refugees and migrants

The research is relatively unanimous in recommending the following strategies:

· Refocusing on community-level interventions. Family violence needs to be recognised as a community problem as it is affected by many factors in the environment in which it occurs. Thus, prevention and intervention strategies in ethnic communities need to shift their focus from the individual abused woman (or even the batterer or the couple) to the community in which family violence occurs. 

· Participatory and community-specific methodology. All family violence prevention stakeholders, including researchers, need to involve refugee and migrant communities by working with and through their community leaders. This way of working is considered most likely to create a shared awareness and understanding of the various dynamics and ill-effects associated with family violence, and to generate the most effective local solutions. 

· Culturally sensitive training for all those involved in dealing with family violence in refugee and migrant communities: the police, the legal profession, and government and non-government agencies. Such training would: 

· encourage and support the flexibility of approach needed to effectively engage and assist diverse individuals and groups. For example many refugee and migrant women want to remain part of an intact family despite the violence they experience

· lead to increased numbers of refugee and migrant victims of family violence or abuse speaking up or coming forward because they feel safer and more confident that their needs will be met.

· More trained interpreters are needed to facilitate research and the useful involvement of mainstream agencies in working with refugee and migrant communities.

· Examination of immigration policies to ensure they do not put family violence victims at risk.

The need for further research to guide intervention and prevention

There is very little research on family violence in ethnic communities in New Zealand and none for refugee communities. There are also methodological problems that reduce the reliability of the research undertaken. 

From a policy and intervention design standpoint there needs to be:

· more accurate information on the prevalence of family violence in refugee and migrant communities
· more information on the most vulnerable subgroups within refugee and migrant refugee communities, focusing primarily on:

· violence against women 

· child abuse 

· abuse of the elderly and/or chronically ill

· instructive examples of initiatives and related learnings that show how the strategies outlined in these examples could be readily implemented in refugee and migrant communities in New Zealand.

Introduction

Background and context

In the Ongoing Programme of Action for 2007/2008, the Taskforce for Action on Violence within Families identified the need to continue to understand and develop good practice in family violence prevention and intervention for specific groups of the population. Groups included Māori, Pacific peoples, children, older people, new migrants and refugees, and disabled people. This annotated bibliography was undertaken to:

· build knowledge of what works in prevention and intervention for family violence within new migrant and refugee families

· understand more about the nature of family violence in refugee and new migrant families. 

The annotated bibliography summarises and brings together New Zealand and international research and literature relating to family violence within refugee and migrant families in New Zealand and overseas. While many of the articles relate to intimate partner violence and violence against women, there are also sections on family violence in general and on child and elder abuse. In addition there are small sections on researching this area and on intervention programmes. 

Overview of the literature

Two hundred and thirty entries make up this bibliography. Most of the literature comes from the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, with the vast majority from research in the United States. In spite of efforts to locate material from the United Kingdom, very few relevant articles were found in any of the databases searched. 

Much of the research is descriptive in nature, and limited in the wider applicability of the findings. When statistical analyses have been done, the approach most commonly adopted is a correlational one. Because of sensitivities surrounding the topic of family violence in general and cultural beliefs, many researchers have found it difficult to recruit large numbers for their studies. Other studies have serious sampling biases because they are based on victims using services of some sort. This is problematic because the research makes it evident that many victims of abuse are isolated or do not come to the attention of agencies and professionals offering help. Some of the studies include interviewees reporting on people they know who are victims of violence. Such second-hand reporting may be less reliable than first-hand accounts. Yet other studies have used standardised instruments developed and normed based on the experiences of mainstream population groups. Because of cultural and other sensitivities, there is probably considerable under-reporting of abuse, and findings may be limited by the victim and researcher holding different views of what constitutes abuse. 

Despite the above limitations, the research described here provides useful information about the prevalence, dynamics, causes, risk and protective factors, and impact of family violence in a number of different ethnic communities. It also discusses the barriers victims face in seeking help and the challenges service providers face in addressing the needs of victims. While family violence in refugee and migrant communities has much in common with family violence in the community at large, there are a number of factors specific to refugee and migrant communities that serve to make the problem – and addressing the issues around it – especially difficult. What emerges from this study of the literature is not only the sense of hopelessness and despair felt by many of the victims, but also some concurrence about what constitutes best practice in trying to address the problem and improve victims’ circumstances. 

The limited amount of New Zealand research focuses primarily on the Chinese and Pasifika populations. Many ethnic communities are not represented at all. In the overseas literature, the groups most frequently studied are Latino/Hispanic and Asian populations, especially Chinese, Indians, Koreans and Vietnamese. A smaller number of studies address other groupings, such as Muslims. There are numerous aggregated and cross-cultural research studies where all migrants or migrants from several different ethnic communities are considered together. While different ethnic groups may have features in common, this limits the identification of group-specific characteristics. A relatively larger proportion of the literature addresses immigrant as opposed to refugee groups. 

The research on family violence is dominated by male violence against women and in particular, spousal and intimate partner violence. This may be because, as noted by one writer in the field,
 nearly all batterers are men, and while women use violence it is the fear engendered by men’s violence or threat of violence that gives abusive men power and control over their partner. 

The research on violence against children and elders in migrant and refugee communities is much more limited and this bibliography reflects this. 

Organisation of the Bibliography

The bibliography has been organised under the following headings to denote the main focus of the annotated article.

Family violence: Included in this section are articles relating to family violence where the perpetrator is unspecified. This includes a number of articles that refer to domestic violence. 

Violence against women: Articles in this section deal with violence against women in the domestic context, but either the perpetrator is not a spouse or intimate partner or the account does not specify who the perpetrator is.

Intimate partner violence: This section includes all those articles where it is clear that the perpetrator is a spouse or intimate partner.

Child abuse or neglect: The main focus of the articles included here is the maltreatment of children in migrant and refugee families.

Elder abuse or neglect: Articles which focus on elder abuse, regardless of age designation, are included in this section.

Research: This section comprises a small number of articles that focus on research issues in the area of domestic violence. 

Intervention: Intervention programmes are the main focus of the articles included in this small section. 

Each item in the bibliography has been allocated a unique identifier, its content described using one or more keywords related to the topic of family violence, and then annotated using the following headings:

Research focus/aims: a brief statement outlining the main focus of the article or aims of the research. 

Participants: a brief description of the numbers, nationality or ethnicity and current location of those participating in the research.

Key findings/outcomes: the main findings of the research or, in a discussion article, the key points made.

Recommendations/ implications: a brief description of the recommendations or suggestions made or implications for future research or policy.

Scope: a brief description of the research approach and methodology.

Country: the country in which the research was carried out or where the author or authors were based.

Keywords: The initial key word relates to the prime focus of the article, e.g. child abuse. 

The choice of the keywords family violence or domestic violence is dependent on what the writer has chosen to use. The second key word denotes the national or ethnic group that is the subject of the research. Other keywords denote whether the groups included were specifically refugees or migrants if this is known
, the host country, and the main aspects of the topic that feature in the article.

Source: The source of the material included in the annotation is given if the full article or report has not been sighted. 

Summary of research on violence in refugee and immigrant families

The research indicates that, just as for the population at large, violence and abuse is part of the lives of many immigrant and refugee families. While the prevalence of abuse may not be any higher in immigrant and refugee families (Menjivar & Salcido 2002, Runner et al. 2009), the immigration and resettlement experience may create additional stress factors that affect the frequency and severity of abuse. Further, there are additional risks for the victims of family violence in these families because of the often numerous barriers many face in accessing services. 

Intimate partner violence

Prevalence

Intimate partner violence (IPV) is the most prevalent form of violence against women (Runner et al. 2009). There are few population-based prevalence estimates available for immigrant/refugee groups. A New Zealand study of new Pacific mothers (two-thirds were born outside of New Zealand) showed high reported IPV prevalence rates: overall physical violence victimisation rates were 22.9% (Paterson et al. 2007). Data from the United States (US) is inconsistent but indicates considerably lower rates for Latina and Asian women, the only groups for whom population based prevalence data is available, when compared to other racial or ethnic groups. However, US research also indicates that the rate of IPV related homicides is higher amongst immigrants (Runner et al. 2009). Australian research (Cuneen & Stubbs 1996), confirms the relatively high rate of homicides found amongst immigrant and refugee populations.

Risk factors

IVP is primarily against women so, not surprisingly, being a woman is the biggest risk factor. This is particularly the case if the woman belongs to a culture with traditional values and religious beliefs. Men’s domination and adherence to traditional values about women have been shown to be risk factors (e.g. Tse 2007). As Sharma (2001) and other writers (e.g. Cribb 1997, Erez 2000, Raj & Silverman 2002) comment, one of the key factors in family violence is that of women’s subservience to men. In many societies this subservience is culturally sanctioned. Krug et al. (2002)
 comment that violence against women is related to political, civil, and legal restrictions and inequalities for women, and is more prevalent where there are weak community sanctions against domestic violence. Many immigrants come from cultures where gender roles promote male dominance; the male is viewed as the breadwinner and the woman as subservient and responsible for the family’s emotional and spiritual wellbeing. This delineation of roles not only serves as a justification for abuse but also increases women’s vulnerability to abuse by keeping them isolated and subservient to, and dependent on, their male partners (Krug et al. 2002). It also makes it very difficult if not impossible for a woman to escape from an abusive partner. A study of Korean immigrants for example, showed that women in traditional families were more likely to be abused and that religious affiliation and involvement was positively associated with the incidence of domestic violence (Lee 2007).

Younger women would appear to be more at risk. In their study of Pacific women living in New Zealand, Paterson et al. (2007) found that being a perpetrator of severe violence was significantly associated with being younger than 20, being born in New Zealand and assimilated with New Zealand traditions, and living in a non-married relationship. Data analysis suggested that increased risk of severe IPV was associated with being in a non-married relationship, having no formal education and having a low household income. Physical assault experienced in childhood, particularly if it is accompanied by having positive attitudes to physical violence, is associated with family violence in later intimate relationships.

Customary marriage and family arrangements may also influence the risk of domestic violence. For example, a dowry that is considered insufficient can expose a woman to abuse. Although domestic violence is typically viewed as violence perpetrated by one intimate partner against another, extended families also play an important role in the lives of many immigrant families. While the role of an extended family is often a supportive one, extended family members may contribute to the husband’s controlling and abusive behaviour. Dyadic interactions between the wife and in-laws and the husband can be a source of tension and conflict and it is not uncommon for in-laws or other extended family members to perpetrate, either directly or indirectly, violence against their daughters-in-law (Mehrotra 1999, Shiu-Thornton et al. 2005). 

Women whose immigration status is undocumented or not finalised are very vulnerable. US studies (e.g. Erez 2000) have documented how abusive partners can use women’s immigration status to control them, for example, by threatening divorce or not petitioning for permanent residency. Fear of losing legal status or deportation may stop women from seeking help. Host country men married to immigrant women have even more power through their language proficiency, knowledge of the host country’s systems and available personal networks. Mail-order brides, in particular, are at risk because many mail-order marriages are based on stereotypical views of women as being passionate, subservient and passive. Many mail-order brides enter the country with little knowledge of their rights, and are isolated and financially dependent. Often they are deliberately deprived of the opportunity to gain social and economic independence or find out about their rights. The situation for undocumented immigrant women is even worse. 

Having a partner with a substance-abuse problem has also been shown in a number of studies to be a risk factor (e.g. Zarza et al. 2008). 

The immigration experience and cultural freezing

While immigration is not in itself the cause of violence and abuse, the experiences of immigrant and refugee women in domestic violence situations are often exacerbated by their specific position as immigrants, such as limited host-language skills, isolation from family and community, lack of access to dignified jobs, uncertain legal statuses, and negative experiences with authorities in their country of origin (Menjivar & Salcido, 2002). These experiences disempower women, or further disempower those who may already have been in a subservient position in their homeland, and increase their vulnerability to domestic violence. As a number of writers (cited in Tyyska 2006) have pointed out, many of the stresses are linked to the significant changes in family structure that take place as a result of immigration, including shifts that may be seen to threaten traditional gender arrangements. While some of the literature cited in Tyyska (2006) suggests that pre-existing violence may be sustained or will possibly escalate on immigration, other studies suggest that the awareness that domestic violence is not legally sanctioned in the host country can act as a mediating factor. As Erez et al. (2009) note, immigration shapes how women understand domestic violence, their access to resources and their responses to domestic violence.

The experience of immigration and resettlement may exacerbate “cultural freezing”. Cultural freezing refers to the development of rigid, stereotyped values and behaviours as a result of a difficult migration experience (Sluzki 1979 cited in Velasquez et al. 2004).
 Velasquez et al. state that this is more likely to occur when the immigrant’s traditional culture is threatened, and in the presence of racism, xenophobia and anti immigrant sentiment. In families where cultural freezing has occurred, a pattern of rigid gender expectations typically develops that highlights male machismo and female subservience. If a male perceives that his supremacy is threatened by unemployment, the forced entry of the woman into the labour force or outside threats to his role, he may experience unbearable stress and engage in violent behaviour in the safe haven of his home in order to regain control. Tse (2007) notes that in the Asian community in New Zealand men’s dominance in some families was an issue, especially when they saw control over their wives as a last resort to protect their cultural values and traditions. 

The degree of acculturation seems to act both positively and negatively. While length of stay in a country where family violence is not legally sanctioned may act as a protective factor for women, if acculturation is uneven and women are seen as becoming too independent, it could also place women at risk. Baobaid (2002) notes that women are often blamed for the abuse to which they are subjected. She states that many community members frame violence as a consequence of the wife competing with the husband to play a more dominating role in family affairs. Women who are seen to be becoming independent will be blamed for endangering the family and brought into line.

Religious and cultural stereotypes 

Women in abusive relationships are also affected by cultural and/or religious stereotypes. They may feel it is their lot to suffer and that their role is to preserve the family at all costs and protect the vulnerable partner (Baobaid 2002). In addition there are often strong cultural prohibitions against public disclosure of family problems, which are viewed as a private matter. Ayyub (2000) notes the shame that divorce brings to South Indian women and to their families. Sullivan et al. (2005) discuss how Ethiopian women feel pressure from the community to reunite with their abusive husbands and to recognise the rights that men have over women. There is also strong pressure to maintain a positive image of their community and remain silent about the problem of domestic violence (e.g. Crandall et al. 2005, Tse 2007). This is particularly so where the community feels under threat, for example as a result of racism or xenophobic attitudes Those who do speak out may experience silencing and even death threats. However, as Crandall et al. (2005) point out, having a strong religious faith and /or a strong sense of familialism and community is not all negative as these beliefs can provide abused women with strength, a sense of belonging and support and care. 

Isolation

A common theme in the literature is the sense of isolation and loneliness that many immigrant women experience. These are heightened by an abusive partner’s tactics of control, surveillance and threats. Isolation and a lack of awareness of services may prevent women from seeking help. In their home countries many women would have been able to raise the issue within their family circle. In their new country women may be isolated from family and kin and their abuser may prevent them from going to English classes or leaving the home. This increases their isolation and makes it unlikely that they will become aware of the services available. Victims of domestic violence who do not have residency or citizenship are particularly vulnerable. Lack of access to transport can be another isolating factor. 

For many women, particularly if they cannot speak or have limited proficiency in the language of their host country, this isolation is one of the most painful and disempowering aspects of marital abuse in a foreign country. MacLeod and Shin (1993) describe the sense of loss experienced by abused women in Canada who can speak neither French nor English. The women described becoming invisible to others, being taken advantage of, dismissed as stupid, misunderstood and purposefully exploited. They talked of their pain and humiliation when their children became ashamed of them for not being “Canadian” enough. Their loss of friends, family and community and the isolating assumption in Canada that everyone should look after themselves, has made life for much harder than it would have been in their country of origin. Abraham (2000) describes this isolation as creating a violent space through the institution of marriage, whereby men can silence women and use coercion on women’s bodies while not being held accountable for their violence. 

Barriers to accessing services 

Fear of losing their children, cultural norms, embarrassment and shame, threats of increased violence or deportation, the normality of violence in their lives, fear of the authorities and difficulties with the host country’s language are some of the reasons given for why women who experience abuse are reluctant to seek help. When they do, it may be within their own community, and the advice given may well be to stay in their domestic situation. When women seek help outside of their community, research suggests that all too often the help available is not appropriate or what they want.

Unless services are sensitive to the needs of particular cultures, their implicit values will often clash with the values of the abused women. MacLeod and Shin (1993) list the following value clashes:

· service emphasis on short-term dependency vs. women’s value of self-sufficiency
For women who come from cultures where the work ethic is strong and self-sufficiency is highly valued, even short-term dependency on the state is considered totally unacceptable.

· mainstream empowerment model vs. economic and community empowerment models
Many women reject mainstream approaches to empowerment, one reason being that they encourage women to compete with their husbands for power instead of building mutual, community and family-based power and strength

· individual counselling vs. community and family building
Many women see counselling approaches as lacking in substance, inappropriate personal intrusion by outsiders and patronising, and they do not understand the focus on individual happiness as opposed to what is good for the family and community.

· individual rights vs. community rights

· services for the women vs. services that reach out to all family members 

In the eyes of many of the women, all members of the family are suffering. 

· written material vs. word of mouth communication
Written material is rarely an effective means of communication for women with no or low levels of literacy and/or who come from cultures where the credibility of the information is linked to trust in the person divulging the information. 

· emphasis on the crisis vs. emphasis on long-term healing and prevention

· secular approaches vs. spiritual approaches
Programmes are perceived as negative and destructive if they do not respect the faith tradition that is held by many of the women. 

In MacLeod and Shin’s study, the women who had accessed services were generally disappointed. The lawyers they encountered tended to be culturally insensitive and many were not pleased with the response of the police. However, women who came from countries where police are threatening and abusive, found the respectful and supportive role of the police in Canada a pleasant surprise. 

The women expressed a high level of frustration at constantly having to relate their problems without getting help to solve them. They were often put on waiting lists or shuffled from one service to another. The service providers were not sensitive to their cultural needs and workers were often untrained and did not spend much time with them. The women had to cope with poor translation. They felt shelters did not work for them because they were not culturally sensitive. In summary, the women wanted less talk and more action and felt that the services should help them make practical decisions to end the abuse. 

Child abuse and neglect

Research specifically related to child maltreatment in immigrant and refugee families is

limited in quantity and mainly confined to studies done in North America. One US study, Maker et al. (2005), found high rates of child physical abuse across a number of ethnic groups, perpetrated by both parents. Seventy-three per cent of the South Asian and Middle Eastern sample, 65% of the East Asian sample, and 78% of the Hispanic sample reported experiencing at least one type of physical abuse. However the variation may be due to the fact that definitions if physical abuse vary from family to family and culture to culture (Preston 2001). For example, child abuse is an alien concept to Koreans (Rhee et al. 2003). Chang et al. (2006) found that Korean immigrant families were more likely to engage in physical abuse than neglect than the population as a whole and suggest that this may be because corporal punishment is rooted in cultural traditions of child-rearing practice. They note that social workers need to be aware of this when dealing with this issue. Other studies (e.g. Siyon-Rhee et al. 2008, Zhai 2009) reported similar findings for Chinese families. Zhai (2009) suggests that parental attitudes to physical punishment may be a risk factor and account for the relatively high rates of physical abuse found. Siyon-Rhee et al. (2008) found that the shorter the perpetrators’ length of residence in the host country, the more severe the abuse, indicating that acculturation may have some effect on rates of violence. In their study, women were more likely than men to perpetrate physical abuse and men were more likely to perpetrate emotional abuse. Physically abused Chinese children were less likely to be removed from their homes by the statutory authorities than non-Chinese children. 

However, the findings of another study (Maiter et al. 2004) suggested that South Asian parents do not differ significantly from other populations in their judgment of appropriate parenting approaches. Futu et al. (2000) and Zhai (2009) found a lower prevalence of sexual abuse in Asian-American families. Futu et al. raise the possibility that this may be because sexual abuse is a hidden and unreported problem in the community and that the victim is likely to be disbelieved, while Zhai suggests that this could be because of child obedience and the relative invisibility of the community. He also suggests that the emphasis on family harmony and reputation, and the tendency to indulge infants and small children, may act as protective factors.

Elder abuse and neglect

Only a limited amount of research on elder abuse in migrant and refugee families was found. Tomita (1998) notes that recent studies indicate that elder mistreatment may be as prevalent among other ethnic groups as it is amongst white members of the host society. Findings from a US study (Shibusawa and Yick 2007) of 77 older Chinese immigrants indicated that close to 7% of the women and 6% of the men had experienced minor physical violence by their spouses during the previous 12 months. Gender and acculturation were associated with perceptions and attitudes towards domestic violence.
Members of different ethnic groups appear to have different perceptions of what constitutes abuse. Moon (2000) found Korean Americans were more likely to tolerate financial exploitation and more tolerant of abuse than the other populations she studied. Anetzburger (1998) found that Puerto Ricans differed from Japanese and African Americans on whether psychological neglect was worse than psychological abuse. Anetzburger’s study also found differences between younger and older members of the community. A potential reason for this is that cultures have a range of expectations about the responsibility of grown children and elders to provide care, financial assistance and emotional support to one another (Brandl-Cook and Daniels 2002). However, the findings from a study by Pablo and Braun (1997) suggest that the degree of acculturation to the host society may be more important in people’s perceptions of elder abuse and help-seeking patterns than their ethnicity or cultural influences. 

In general most of the participants in the studies were reluctant to report abuse. The research reveals several reasons for this, including shame, embarrassment, the desire to maintain family harmony and protect the community, and because the abusers were the caregivers. Iecovich (2005) found some support for the theory that dependency on others is a major cause of elder victimisation.

In cultures where elders have been traditionally revered, failure to show them respect is a particularly hurtful form of abuse. Le (1997) found that the disintegration of the traditional family structure, where elders occupied the dominant position, along with cultural and psychological transitions, contributed to the vulnerability of the elderly Vietnamese he studied. Psychological intimidation was the most prevalent type of abuse because in their culture silence and avoidance were a particularly painful experience.

Effects of family violence

Studies detailing the effects of abuse are relatively limited, but those available show that domestic violence exacts a high cost from its victims. Findings from a New Zealand study of Pasifika mothers (Gao et al. 2008), two-thirds born outside New Zealand, suggest that being the victim of physical violence more than doubles the risk of post-natal depression. Domestic violence has also been shown to lead to injury and poor physical health and affect women’s work and education. Mental health effects are depression and anxiety, which affects the victim’s sleep, appetite, energy and wellbeing, and suicidal ideation. A study by Perry et al. (2007) of trauma victims showed that while survivors of genocide-associated trauma reported more somatic complaints and panic symptoms, survivors of domestic violence had an increased incidence of symptoms of depression, general anxiety and panic.
The state of research

There is a very little research on family violence in ethnic communities in New Zealand. McKenzie (2006) notes that the small size of the ethnic communities may have hindered research. She also notes that the difficulty of quantifying with any accuracy the scale and nature of family violence is heightened in ethnic communities, who appear to be less likely than other New Zealanders to report family violence incidents. Further, the low response rates may affect the reliability of much of the research that has been done.

These methodological problems and research gaps, however, are not unique to New Zealand research. Internationally, the lack of large-scale ethnic and culturally specific studies represents a serious gap in the literature. There is also a lack of research that focuses on child and elder abuse in migrant and refugee communities. As already noted, very little research on this topic has been done in New Zealand. No research was found on domestic violence in the refugee community in New Zealand. The Ministry of Health (2007) notes that research on elder abuse within Pacific families in New Zealand and information on the needs of older ethnic groups in New Zealand is limited. There is a clear need for this research because available research suggests that Pacific older people living in extended family households, particularly women and those with chronic illness, may be at greater risk of being abused. MacLeod and Shin (1993) reveal the particular vulnerability of older people who do not speak the language of their host country. Research available from other countries suggests that violence against women, children and the elderly in immigrant and refugee communities in New Zealand may be a serious problem because of the relative invisibility of minority ethnic communities and their cultural characteristics and social situation. Further studies are urgently required. 

Researching this area is difficult because of the sensitivities and cultural issues involved and the reluctance of people to participate. Two leading researchers of family violence in migrant and refugee populations, Shamita D. Dasgupta and Alice G. Yick, recommend collaboration between the researcher and the population studied throughout the entire process. Collaboration is necessary because researchers cannot become familiar with the array of specific logistical and cultural nuances pertaining to the population under study, and helps to avoid research reflecting the biases, attitudes, experiences and background of the researcher. 

Ethical issues are very important and researchers are cautioned to be particularly sensitive regarding: 

· the subjects’ level of autonomy within the research-subject relationship

· language barriers that may interfere with informed consent

· limits to confidentiality and the consequences for subjects’ physical welfare

· minimisation of subject distress and the assurance of subject safety. 
The way forward

A range of suggestions for best practice in intervention and prevention programmes have been drawn from the literature and are summarised below. 

Education and awareness raising

In general, studies have found a lack or low level of awareness among immigrants and refugees of family violence as a social problem (e.g. Crandall et al. 2005). Either community members condone family violence or do not consider physical punishment of children or various controlling acts to be abuse (e.g. Rhee et al. 2003), or family violence is viewed as a private or family matter (e.g. Bhuyan et al. 2005). As many immigrant and refugee victims of violence rely on support from family, friends and community leaders, there is a need to raising awareness in ethnic communities about the nature and effects of family violence. Educating families and community members about the impact of IPV on children’s psychological, emotional, and cognitive development may be one way to help women understand the importance of taking steps to end the violence in their relationships and help them to get the support that they need in order to do this. For example, Latta and Goodman (2005) note that, like women in many cultures, Haitian immigrant women are unlikely to act to protect themselves, but if they understand how even witnessing IPV can negatively affect their children, they may be motivated to act. This kind of education and the provision of information to women about their rights and the options available to them needs to extend to other community members and leaders. Information needs to be in different languages and media, culturally sensitive and widely available. The aim of such programmes must be to create a social environment in which community leaders and the public acknowledge and condemn family violence and support victims.

Involvement

The research indicates that any kind of educational or outreach effort must be based within the ethnic communities themselves. Many of the writers make the plea not to treat migrants and refugees in a community as one heterogeneous group. Rather, they are a diverse group with their own specific ethnic and cultural identities. To ensure services are culturally specific, outside organisers — whether service providers or domestic violence advocates — must collaborate with community leaders, including religious leaders, from the very beginning of the planning process, and members of the migrant or refugee communities must be actively involved in service delivery. Research supports the view of Latta and Goodman (2005), who state that the role of any outside organiser should be that of consultant, supporting community members to organise and develop programmes within their own communities. Intervention involving religious communities is also crucial as it can bolster support for survivors as well as transform messages that condone and, in some cases, perpetuate violence against women. One interesting example of this kind of programme is the Safe Havens Family Violence Prevention Project, an interfaith program based in Boston that trains congregations in intervention and prevention strategies against family violence (Safe Havens Interfaith Partnership Against Domestic Violence 2002). Because both clergy and lay leaders are involved, the information is disseminated through various channels in the congregation (cited in Goodman & Latta 2005). 

Comprehensive services

Services offered need to be comprehensive because victims of violence need a range of supports, including safety planning and shelter, employment, housing, services for children and help coordinating with police and courts, (Family Violence Prevention Fund 2009). Services need to meet the clients’ needs and win their trust. There are no one-size-fits-all formulas and  services required may not need to have family violence as the main focus, for example, language and employment classes. MacLeod and Shin’s research (1993) highlights the need for respect and trust in creating the kind of services abused women would use. Victims of domestic violence need to feel safe and, because of their previous experience with the authorities, many find it unimaginable that people want to help. Women also need support and discussion groups that are not just about abuse, but which will help them make friends, reduce their isolation, help them find solutions to their problems and get on with their lives. 

Cultural sensitivity and family and community focus

A number of researchers (Futu et al. 2001, MacLeod & Shin 2003, Acevedo 2000, Kacen 2006, Raj & Silverman 2007) have noted the cultural divide that exists between the Western focus on individualism and the family and community focus that is part of the culture of many ethnic minorities. Intervention programmes need to recognise this divide and develop programmes accordingly. While temporary shelter for the woman and her children is necessary in some instances, women do not necessarily want to move out of their homes or see their abusing partners removed. These women want, if possible, to keep the family together and for their children to have a father and the family to have a breadwinner. They want education programmes for the perpetrator of violence to make them aware of the effect of their violence on the family. Such programmes also need to provide abusers with the skills to rebuild their relationships after the violence has stopped. The needs of children must be incorporated as well. The Family Violence Prevention Fund (2005) notes that services need to focus on families’ strengths and goals and empower adult victims to pursue their own plans for themselves and their childrens safety. Related to the whole issue of cultural sensitivity, Goel (2005) explains that the restorative justice approach is not appropriate for immigrants from South Asian communities because the South Asian ideals of womanhood and wifehood help to create a mind-set whereby South Asian women are reluctant to advocate for themselves and are reluctant to leave. Such a condition is contrary to the conditions and abilities assumed by the restorative justice movement for dispute resolution.

Training

Many researchers make a plea for more trained interpreters and for appropriate training programmes to be delivered to all organisations involved in assisting, or working with, refugee and immigrant families. Mainstream service providers, including judiciary and legal services, need to be able to serve and deal with immigrant and refugee victims in a culturally sensitive way so that victims see these services as allies.
Policy

Policy has a major part to play in addressing family violence in refugee and migrant communities. Policy often dictates what services are provided, their scope and target populations. Policy can ensure that services have trained and reliable interpreters, and that there are no immigration policies that may put victims at risk.

Research

Researchers are needed in the area of domestic violence in specific communities, not only to obtain data for knowledge and theory development, but also to inform programme development and to assist in programme evaluation. As noted earlier, there is a serious gap in the literature on family violence in ethnic communities in New Zealand and particularly for refugee communities. There needs to be accurate information on prevalence, the most vulnerable subgroups (women, children, and the elderly and chronically ill), and useful examples of initiatives and related learnings to promote their implementation. Any research agenda needs to incorporate an appreciation of the ethical issues of research in these communities and the value of a collaborative approach.

Conclusion

In New Zealand, there are members of the ethnic communities who are motivated to change and open to intervention. This is despite the fact that family violence remains a very sensitive issue for refugee and migrant communities. McKenzie (2006) notes that some community representatives are increasingly concerned about the destructive impact domestic violence is having on their communities and are generally willing to work with others to address family violence issues in ways that are effective for their communities. 

Methodology & definitions

Methodology 

The main content of this bibliography is articles written since 1990 that focus primarily on family violence in migrant and refugee communities. However, some more broadly based material has also been included where it has relevance to family violence in these communities. Where this has occurred, the focus in the annotation is on family violence. 
While the original focus of the bibliography was new migrant and refugee families, this has been widened to include both new and long-term migrant and refugee families. Many of the articles refer to family violence in immigrant communities without specifying whether or not the immigrants are new arrivals, or how long they have lived in the host country. While acculturation does appear to have some influence on rates of family violence, many of the other issues related to family violence in these families remain unaffected by the length of time spent in the host country. One exception is that the continuation of abuse over a long period of time in a situation where the victim is isolated from any support can lead to increasing despair and have physical and mental health implications (MacLeod & Shin 1993). 

A further difficulty is that researchers do not always distinguish between immigrants and non-immigrants when researching ethnic minorities. The term Asian American, for example, is used by researchers to refer to both immigrant and American-born Asian (Futa et al. 2001). Articles which refer to Asian or Hispanic Americans, for example, have been included as not to do so would mean the omission of much research which provides valuable insights into these groups of immigrants. This bibliography thus includes annotations covering research on recent and longer term migrants and refugees and studies which are likely to include a high proportion of immigrants. In the US, for example, many Latina and Asian ethnic groups have a foreign-born rate of over 60% (Family Violence Prevention Fund 2009). 

A number of research gaps have been identified in the literature and as this is likely to be an area of ongoing research, several articles have been included which deal exclusively with conducting research in this area. 

The vast majority of the inclusions are from peer-reviewed journals. The remaining material comes from papers written by academics or professionals in the field and includes chapters in published books as well as materials produced by governments and non-governmental organisations. 

The following databases have been searched. 

· Ministry of Social Development databases, including FirstSearch, EBSCOhost JBS, General OneFile, PsycINFO, Social Services Abstracts, PubMed, Sociological Abstracts, Social Care Online

· ALIANZA (National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence

· Sage Publications: Journal of Family Violence, Journal of Interpersonal Violence

· National Criminal Justice Reference Service – United States Department of Justice 

· New Zealand Family Violence Clearinghouse

· Australian Domestic and Family Violence Clearinghouse

· The Clearing House on Abuse and Neglect of the Elderly (Cane)

· International Organisation for Migration

· Canada: National Clearing House of Domestic Violence

· United Kingdom sites on family violence

· Minnesota Centre Against Violence and Abuse

· UK Institute of Policy Studies.

The search words used were: refugees, migrants, immigrants, ethnic communities, family violence, domestic violence, intimate partner violence, child abuse, child maltreatment, child neglect, elder abuse, elder maltreatment, elder neglect.

Definitions

Acculturation: Acculturation can be conceived to be the processes of cultural learning imposed upon minorities by the fact of being minorities. It is sometimes conceived as a unidimensional, zero-sum cultural conflict in which the minority's culture is displaced by the dominant group's culture in a process of assimilation or as the strategic reaction of the minority to continuous contact with the dominant group. Strategies include:

· assimilation – to abandon one’s own cultural habits and values and become accepted as a part of the majority culture

· separation – to keep one’s own values and avoid contact with the majority culture 

· integration – to hold on to some aspects of one’s own culture (such as central norms and values) and at the same time fit into the new cultural environment

· marginalisation – neither hold on to original culture, nor integrate in the new culture (isolation from both cultural groups).-Living in a non-identity
Battered immigrant: In the context of American public policy, a battered immigrant signifies a person who is eligible to adjust his or her status under immigration law if he or she can demonstrate they have suffered domestic violence in the US perpetrated by a US citizen or legal permanent resident. Among community organisers, the term battered immigrant signifies a broader range of people for whom legal immigration status plays a role in their options for safety planning and/or leaving an abuser, the potential threat of deportation, and the eligibility for public benefits. 
Battering: This has been defined by one writer in the field as: “a systematic, continuing pattern of assaults, threatened assaults, intimidation and abuse which produces a dynamic of fear.”

Domestic violence: This term is sometimes used synonymously with family violence and sometimes used to describe just intimate partner violence. Feminist theorists broadly define domestic violence as male coercion of women (Yick 2001).
In the New Zealand Domestic Violence Act 1995, domestic violence includes all types of “violence against that person by any other person with whom that person is, or has been, in a domestic relationship”. A domestic relationship includes members of an extended family or unrelated people who are living in the same dwelling. The Act describes violence as:

· physical abuse

· sexual abuse

· psychological abuse including, but not limited to:

· intimidation

· harassment

· damage to property

· threats of physical abuse, sexual abuse, or psychological abuse. 

The Strategy lists the following commonly recognised sub-groupings of violence in families/whanau: 

· child abuse/neglect – the abuse and/or neglect of children by an adult

· intimate partner violence (IPV) – includes violence regardless of marital status, sexual orientation or living arrangements (fuller definition below)

· elder abuse/neglect – abuse of a person aged 65 or older by a person with whom they have a relationship implying trust (see fuller definition below)

· parental abuse – perpetrated by a child against their parent

· sibling abuse – violence among siblings.

Elder abuse/neglect:
 Elder abuse/neglect occurs when a person aged 65 or more experiences harmful physical, psychological, sexual, material/financial or social effects caused by the behaviour of another person with whom they have a relationship implying trust (Agewell NZ).
Ethnicity: This broad concept includes elements of race, language, religion, customs and traditions as well as geographic, tribal or national identity. In the New Zealand context, it means a group of people whose ethnic heritage distinguishes them from the majority of other people in New Zealand including Māori and Pacific people. These groups include a variety of Asian, Latin American, Middle Eastern, African and Continental European people.
Family violence: Te Rito, New Zealand Family Violence Prevention Strategy (Ministry of Social Development 2002) defines family violence as:

… encompassing a broad range of controlling behaviours, commonly of a physical, sexual and/or psychological nature which typically involve fear, intimidation and emotional deprivation. It occurs within a variety of close interpersonal relationships, such as between partners, parents and siblings, and in other relationships where significant others are not part of the physical household but are part of the family and/or are fulfilling the function of family.

Hispanic / Latino / Latina: "Though often used interchangeably in American English, Hispanic and Latino are not identical terms, and in certain contexts the choice between them can be significant. Hispanic, from the Latin word for ‘Spain’, has the broader reference, potentially encompassing all Spanish-speaking peoples in both hemispheres and emphasising the common denominator of language among communities that sometimes have little else in common. Latino – which in Spanish means ‘Latin’ but which as an English word is probably a shortening of the Spanish word Latino Americano – refers more exclusively to persons or communities of Latin American origin. Of the two, only Hispanic can be used in referring to Spain and its history and culture; a native of Spain residing in the United States is a Hispanic, not a Latino, and one cannot substitute Latino in the phrase the Hispanic influence on native Mexican cultures without garbling the meaning. In practice, however, this distinction is of little significance when referring to residents of the United States, most of whom are of Latin American origin and can theoretically be called by either word” (American Heritage Dictionary). “Latina” refers specifically to females. “Latino” can mean a man or a person without specifying gender.
Intimate partner violence (IPV): This has been defined as “a pattern of violent and coercive behaviours whereby one person seeks to control the thoughts, beliefs or conduct of an intimate partner or to punish the intimate for resisting control” (Tift & Markham 1991:144 cited in Paterson et al. 2007). The term includes violence regardless of marital status, sexual orientation or living arrangements.

Migrant: The following definition is provided by UNESCO: "any person who lives temporarily or permanently in a country where he or she was not born, and has acquired some significant social ties to this country." (UNESCO) "The term 'migrant' … should be understood as covering all cases where the decision to migrate is taken freely by the individual concerned, for reasons of 'personal convenience' and without intervention of an external compelling factor."
 It includes undocumented and illegal migrants.

Refugees: Refugees are a sub-category of migrants who are taking refuge, especially in a foreign country, from war, persecution or natural disaster. The 1951 UN Convention defines a refugee as a person who “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, or membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his or her nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself or herself of the protection of that country.”

Annotated bibliography

Family violence
A1.
Abraham, M. (2005). Domestic violence and the Indian diaspora in the United States. Indian Journal of Gender Studies. Vol.12. 427 – 451.
Research focus/aims: This article discusses domestic violence among the Indian diaspora in the United States with insights from the staff of the community-based women's organisation, Sakhi for South Asian Women, in New York City.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The article explains how immigration policies and regulations factor into immigrant women's experiences of marriage, migration, and marital and domestic violence in a community that has been perceived as a model minority in the United States. The article also briefly examines notions of cultural identity, family values and gender, as well as the forms of marriage and violence. South Asian women’s organisations, and in particular Sakhi for South Asian Women, are playing a pivotal important role in transforming domestic violence from an individual, private matter into a public issue.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: A discussion of domestic violence and the important role that South Asian women’s organisations are playing in addressing it. It draws on insights from the staff of the community-based women's organisation, Sakhi for South Asian Women, in New York City.

Country: United States

Keywords: family violence, Indian, immigrants, women’s organisations, Sakhi for South Asian Women.

Source: Journal abstract

A2.
Asian and Pacific Islander Institute on Domestic Violence. (2005). Domestic violence in Asian communities. Fact sheet. Downloaded 23.04.09 from: www.apiahf.org/apidvinstitute/ResearchAndPolicy/factsheet.htm
Research focus/aims: To raise awareness about what Asian women are reporting and suffering, to contextualise the available data and to influence the development of culturally specific interventions. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: There is a high prevalence of domestic violence in Asian communities. One study showed that Asian women tended to be less likely than women of other groups to categorise various interactions as domestic violence. Vietnamese were the most likely to believe in male privilege. In another study 45% of the Asian women did nothing to protect themselves from abuse and only 16% reported abuse. In the same study the large majority (69%) reported being hit regularly as children with Koreans and South Asians most likely to report this and the Chinese least likely to. In one county in California, there was a higher incidence of domestic violence homicides amongst Asians than amongst the rest of the population.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: This fact sheet is a compilation of statistics on domestic violence from a number of different sources including journal articles.

Country: United States

Keywords: family violence, Asian women, prevalence, reporting, perceptions of violence.

A3. 
Au, P. S.K. (1998). A study of domestic violence within the Chinese community in Auckland. Unpublished Masters thesis. NZ. University of Auckland.

Research focus/aims: To explore the prevalence of domestic violence within Chinese immigrant families in Auckland, and to obtain the immigrants views on the causes of domestic violence.

Participants: A sample of 28 Chinese migrants (mainly women), most of whom were receiving counselling.

Key findings/outcomes: The causes of domestic violence in the Chinese community are similar to those in Western society generally, namely power and control, but attitudes to violence may be harder to change because of the deeply rooted culturally bound stereotypes of male superiority and male and female roles, and a reluctance to admit that violence exists.

Recommendations/ implications: The thesis contains a Stopping Violence programme for use in the Chinese community. This programme, developed as a result of the findings, uses feminist and cognitive behavioural approaches as the basic framework. 

Scope: A descriptive study based on a survey questionnaire. The study’s limitations are that it is not a random sample, the limited response rate (19%) which is possibly indicative of the Chinese community’s reluctance to acknowledge the existence of domestic violence and participate and the low male response rate.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: domestic violence, Chinese, immigrants, causes, attitudes towards, intervention programme.

A4. 
Baker, C., Perilla, J.L., & Norris, F. H. (2001). Parenting stress and parenting competence among Latino men who batter. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 16 (11):1139–1157. 

Research focus/aims: This study examined the relationships among domestic violence parenting stress and perceived competence in Latino couples.

Participants: A sample of 43 immigrant Latino couples living in a metropolitan area. Twenty-six had histories of violence and 17 served as a comparison group. 

Key findings/outcomes: Results indicated that parenting stress experienced by fathers was considerably less than that experienced by mothers, and was not related to domestic violence variables. However, mother’s parenting stress was related to physical but not psychological domestic violence. Father’s parenting competence, on the other hand, was significantly related to both physical and psychological domestic abuse. Mother’s parenting competence was unrelated to domestic violence variables. The findings suggest that even in the face of domestic violence, Latino women’s sense of self-efficacy as mothers is not easily shaken. This may be the result of a strong cultural emphasis on women’s role as mothers.

Recommendations/ implications: Future research should continue probing issues of family violence and child rearing within Latino populations so that appropriate and effective interventions may be developed.

Scope: The study was gender specific. Only male violence against women was examined as the researchers were interested in exploring parenting in the context of Latino couples in which violence against women was present. This study was part of a larger study seeking to evaluate an intervention programme for Latino males affected by domestic violence. Participants completed a series of questionnaires measuring parenting stress and competence, domestic violence, and parenting support.

Country: USA

Keywords: domestic violence, Latino couples, stress, immigrants, parenting competence.

A5. 
Bek-Pedersen, K., & Montgomery, E. (2006). Narratives of the past and present: Young refugees' construction of a family identity in exile. Journal of Refugee Studies. 19(1):94–112. 

Research focus/aims: This study examines how the experiences of violence become important events in the lives of a group of young refugees who were born in the Middle East, but escaped with their parents to Denmark ten years ago.

Participants: See above

Key findings/outcomes: The study shows that the adolescents' experience of being a refugee is greatly influenced by the stories of the past narrated about the family, and the internal relations and conflicts within the families. Adolescent refugees who have grown up with violence in their family relations experience greater difficulties in creating new homes in exile than adolescents whose memories of violence are connected with a narrative of the historical persecution and suffering of their family and people. 
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: See above – a narrative analysis

Country: Denmark

Keywords: domestic violence, Middle East, refugees, adolescents, effects.

A6. 
 International Organization for Migration. (2008). Assessment of psychosocial needs of Iraqis displaced in Jordan and Lebanon. Survey Report. Downloaded 26.06.09 from http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/shared/shared/mainsite/published_docs/brochures_and_info_sheets/report_psy_assessment.pdf

Research focus/aims: To assess the mental health and psychosocial needs of Iraqis displaced in Lebanon and Jordan, to investigate the provision of services available to them and to plan appropriate interventions.

Participants: A sample of 200 displaced Iraqi families and 31 local, national and international key stakeholders and professionals.

Key findings/outcomes: More than half of those interviewed disclosed distress factors including panic attacks, anger, tiredness, sleep problems and fears. Domestic violence is on the increase among the refugee families as men lose their traditional role of breadwinner with the breakdown of social structures, a sense of disorientation within the Iraqi communities in the two countries, and few opportunities to engage in social activities leading to physical expressions of anger and frustration. Fifteen per cent of the women interviewed in female-only focus groups reported an increase in violence in the family. "A well-raised Iraqi woman should tolerate everything in silence…my husband has no other way to get rid of his anger," one woman told researchers. Although children were found to be more resilient to their new situation, many showed behavioural and learning difficulties attributed not just to distress and stress in the family but also to differences in the school curricula between Iraq and their host country and prolonged absences from school during the displacement process.
Recommendations/ implications: The report recommends urgent intervention in order to avoid long-term psychological problems and to help alleviate the immediate sufferings of the refugees. In addition to providing training to various community and health professionals in order to create national response systems and to avoid the overuse of medications in dealing with symptoms, the International Organization for Migration recommends direct interventions. These include multi-functional centres and safe spaces offering recreational and counselling services as well as vocational training.
Scope: The study adopted a Rapid Appraisal approach. It included a review and analysis of existing relevant information, interviews with key informants (n=36) and displaced Iraqi families in both countries (n=178), focus groups with 31 families in Lebanon and field observations. Research tools included questionnaires, a schema of psychosocial indicators and a distress indicators list. 

Country: Lebanon and Jordan

Keywords: domestic violence, Iraqi refugees, impact of displacement, intervention.

A7. 
Jin, X., Eagle, M. and Yoshioka, M. (2007). Early exposure to violence in the family of origin and positive attitudes towards marital violence; Chinese immigrant male batterers vs. controls. Journal of Family Violence. 22 (4):211–222.

Research focus/aims: This study examined self-reported early exposure to violence in the family of origin and positive attitudes towards marital violence as risk factors in court-referred Chinese immigrant male batterers versus controls. The aim was to test the hypothesis that Chinese immigrant male batterers were more often the victims of early exposure to violence in their families of origin than the controls but that this might not be sufficient to differentiate the batterers from non-violent men. In addition, it examined positive attitudes towards IPV as a mediating factor between early exposure and IPV. 

Participants: Chinese immigrant male batterers and a control group.

Key findings/outcomes: Early exposure to violence was positively correlated with marital violence but by itself did not differentiate the batterers from the control group. Positive attitudes towards marital violence were not only correlated with marital violence but also sufficient to differentiate the batterers from the control group and also partially mediated the effect of early exposure to violence on marital violence. 

Recommendations/ implications: Those involved in delivering education and information about family violence need to actively repudiate positive attitudes towards marital violence, and incorporate attitude change in treatment programmes for Asian male batterers. Attitude change can serve as a measurement for treatment outcome. 

Scope: The immigrant male batterers (N=64) were referred by courts, the control group (N=62), was recruited through Chinese school personnel, hospital or clinic, Asian outreach personnel and Chinese business personnel. The controls were significantly older, of higher income, more educated and with higher immigration status than the batterers. There was a 12% response rate. The Childhood Trauma Questionnaire measured self-reported childhood abuse and neglect, and the Conflict Tactics Scales assessed participants' marital aggression over the past year. The Inventory of Beliefs about Wife Beating measured attitudes toward intimate partner violence. The research controlled for marital dissatisfaction, depression, socio-demographic variables, and acculturation.

Country: USA

Keywords: family violence, Chinese, immigrants, male batterers, impact.

A8.
Kim-Goh. M., & Baello, J. (2008). Attitudes toward domestic violence in Korean and Vietnamese immigrant communities: Implications for human services. Journal of Family Violence. 23(7):647–654.

Research focus/aims: The study examined the effects of gender, ethnicity, acculturation level, age, and education level of Korean and Vietnamese Americans on their attitudes toward domestic violence.
Participants: The sample consisted of 229 Koreans and 184 Vietnamese, recruited from ethnic communities and college campuses in Southern California.
Key findings/outcomes: Gender, education, and acculturation level emerged as significant predictors of attitudes toward domestic violence. More specifically, men as well as those who were less acculturated and less educated, were more likely to endorse pro-violence attitudes. While there were no significant ethnic differences in the global attitude toward domestic violence between the two immigrant groups, there were specific inter-ethnic differences on select items of the Revised Attitudes toward Wife Abuse (RAWA) scale.
Recommendations/ implications: Education and acculturation reduce pro-violence attitudes

Scope: Participants completed a brief questionnaire, which included the RAWA scale and the Marin and Marin Acculturation Scale as well as demographic variables.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Vietnamese, Koreans, immigrant families, attitudes towards domestic violence.
Source: Journal abstract

A9.
Kinzie, J. D., Cheng, K., Tsai, J., & Riley, C. (2006). Traumatized refugee children: The case for individualized diagnosis and treatment. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease. 194(7):534–537. 

Research focus/aims: Not stated

Participants: A sample of 131 traumatised refugee children.

Key findings/outcomes: The children indicated a wide variety of trauma including war-related traumas (21%) for areas of recent conflict and domestic violence (28%) predominantly occurring in patients from Mexico and Latin America. Clinical diagnoses indicate post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) was common (63%) in the war trauma group but was found less (25%) in the domestic violence group. Otherwise, the refugee clinic population showed a wide variety of diagnoses, including 20% having learning or cognitive disability or clear mental retardation. The traumatised refugee children had a similar prevalence of PTSD and depression to a comparable group of American child psychiatry patients. 

Refugee children have faced a variety of traumas and have a variety of diagnoses. 

Recommendations/ implications: All traumatised refugee children need an individualised evaluation and treatment plan. Trauma focused therapy is not appropriate for all refugee children. 

Scope: A study of traumatised refugee children who were evaluated and treated in a child specialty clinic.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Latinos, child refugees, traumatized, diagnosis, treatment.

Source: Journal abstract

A10. 
Lievore, D., Mayhew, P., & Mossman, E. (2006). The scale and nature of family violence in New Zealand: A review and evaluation of knowledge. Crime and Justice Research Centre, Victoria University of Wellington. 
Research focus/aims: To support the work of the Taskforce for Action on Violence Within Families. 

Participants: Not applicable

Key findings/outcomes: Most research reflects the conjugal, nuclear family orientation of European New Zealand, or at best includes sole-parent families. There are mixed findings as to whether Pacific peoples are over-represented as perpetrators and victims of family violence. Research among Pacific women living in New Zealand suggests that family violence is often severe and ongoing and has a high impact on children. For those living in extended families, the impact of IPV extends beyond the couple and their children. Perpetrators’ needs may be prioritised in families that endorse managing the matter privately. There has been very little research on family violence among other ethnic groups in New Zealand. Research may be hindered by heightened sensitivity due to the small size of ethnic communities here. Low response rates may affect the reliability of findings.

Recommendations/ implications: Not applicable

Scope: A comprehensive review of what is known about the nature and scale of family violence in New Zealand, and an assessment of the quality of the evidence. One of the ten sections looks at ethnicity issues. The work involved a systematic search and review of published and unpublished research conducted in New Zealand, and provides comprehensive coverage of the major studies set in an international context. It also encompasses administrative and service-based data collected by government and non-government agencies, some of which have been re-analysed.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: family violence, Pacific families, effects.

A11.
 McCloskey, L. A., Fernández-Esquer, M. E., Southwick, K., & Locke, C. (1995). The psychological effects of political and domestic violence on Central American and Mexican immigrant mothers and children. Journal of Community Psychology. 23 (2):95–116.

Research aims/focus: The goal of this study was to compare the psychosocial adjustment of 70 immigrant mothers and their children from Mexico and countries in Central America. In particular, the researchers traced the effects of political violence on Central American refugee families and domestic violence on resettled Mexican women and children.

Participants: A sample of 70 Central American and Mexican mothers and their children.

Key findings/outcomes: Central American refugee children appeared indistinguishable on mental health indices from Mexican children residing in violent homes. Both groups of children had elevated psychological symptoms. Central American mothers were most likely to meet the clinical criteria of post-traumatic stress disorder. The writers examined whether the mothers' post-traumatic stress symptoms, fathers' demise, or general stressors mediated the effects of violence on the children's mental health. The overall effects of war on children are mediated by maternal mental health and the specific associated risk of having lost a father to violent death. Mexican immigrant children were additionally affected by their mothers' employment. The findings show similar effects on children of growing up with different forms of violence.
Recommendations: N/A

Scope: Mothers and children were interviewed about political and domestic violence they had witnessed and experienced, and their current mental health, including symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder.

Keywords: domestic violence, Central American and Mexican families, psychological impact.

Source: Author abstract

A12.
McKenzie, A. (2006). Family violence: Issues for ethnic
 communities in New Zealand. Secretariat Supplement Paper.

Research focus/aims: Not applicable

Participants: Not applicable

Key findings/outcomes: Key issues identified are a lack of access to information and safety issues such as procedural delays, for example with protection orders, inadequate safe and crisis housing; and lack of skilled services, staff and resources. In addition to general factors such as language difficulties, lack of appropriate information and lack of knowledge about how to access support, barriers identified include: fear and distrust of officials and government organisations, fear of negative judgement and cultural barriers at front line points of contact. Capacity, capability and culturally appropriate service delivery needs development in ethnic communities using a whole of family approach. Successful approaches are those where community engagement and ownership is central. Four of these are described: 

· Reducing Family Violence Project, led by the Auckland Regional Public Health Service.

· Settling In Project, administered through Family and Community Services at the Ministry of Social Development (MSD).

· ON TRACC – Transcultural Care Centre for Children and Young People from Refugee Backgrounds, which provides an intersectoral, multi-disciplinary, coordinated and culturally appropriate specialised one stop shop service for refugee children, administered jointly by the Ministry of Education, Special Education Auckland city, the Auckland District Health Board, Kari Centre and Child, Youth and Family at MSD.

· Auckland Metropolitan Migrant and Refugee Strategy, a collaborative multi-agency effort led by Work and Income at MSD. 

Recommendations/ implications: A number of recommendations/ implications: for responding to issues of family violence in ethnic communities are made under the three broad categories of prevention actions; safety and wellbeing actions; and infrastructural change to support these actions. 

Scope: A scoping paper for the Taskforce Secretariat, that addresses issues of family violence for ethnic communities. Background issues are discussed for five key groups: refugee communities, migrant communities, youth, women, and men from ethnic communities. The consultation process that underpinned the development of the paper involved discussion with a wide range of ethnic community representatives, and government and non-government organisations working directly with ethnic communities. This consultation was supplemented by information gathered from a simple questionnaire and from the relevant literature.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: family violence, ethnic communities, issues, barriers to service delivery, successful approaches.

A13.
McPhillips, K., Berman, S., Olo-Whaanga, E. & McCully, K. (2002). Preventing sexual violence: a vision for Auckland/Tamaki Makaurau. 2002. Auckland Sexual Abuse HELP. Auckland. New Zealand. Full report downloadable from: http://www.asah.org.nz/helpresearch.htm.

Research focus/aims: This report is a thorough discussion of sexual violence in Auckland City. It considers a wide range of victims, including children, adults, the elderly, immigrants, refugees, prostitutes and people with disabilities.

Participants: N/A 

Key findings/outcomes: N/A

Scope: The authors discuss international and local practice in the area of sexual violence prevention, and conside the needs of specific population groups and current provisions for these groups. The report offers statistics and outlines vulnerability and risk factors and ways to understand sexual violence.

Recommendations/ implications: The authors recommend that improvements be made in the collection of data on sexual violence as current figures significantly under-represent the reality of this violence. Other recommendations include raising awareness in culturally appropriate ways, increasing funding towards prevention campaigns, and working with young people to ensure they understand what is and is not acceptable behaviour. 

Keywords: sexual violence, immigrants, refugees, intervention. 

A14.
Meffert, S., & Marmar, C. (2008). Darfur refugees in Cairo. Mental health and interpersonal conflict in the aftermath of genocide. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. (Epub ahead of print)
Research focus/aims: Collaborating with Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance (AMERA), the authors conducted a mental health care needs assessment among Darfur refugees in Cairo to identify gaps in mental health care and develop understandings of emotional and relationship problems.

Participants: A sample of nine female and 13 male key interview informants heavily involved with psychosocial care of refugees in Cairo and 31 female and seven male focus group participants most of whom were local Darfur refugee community members. 

Key findings/outcomes: There is moderate to severe emotional distress among many Darfur refugees, including symptoms of depression and trauma, and interpersonal conflict (both domestic violence and broader community conflict) elevated relative to pre-genocide levels. Conflicts between husbands and wives were often described as related to gender role changes and shifts in family power structure secondary to male employment loss. Conflicts between parents and children, particularly teenage children, were prevalent. The collapse of family and community authority structures and the decreased ability of parents to protect and provide were often cited as reasons for the increased conflict. 

Recommendations/ implications: Given the established relationships between symptoms of depression/traumatic stress and interpersonal violence, improving mental health is important for both preventing mental health decompensation and stemming future cycles of intra- and intergroup conflict.

Scope: The authors conducted a mental health care needs assessment among Darfur refugees in Cairo. Information was collected using individual and focus group interviews to identify gaps in mental health care and develop understandings of emotional and relationship problems.

Country: Egypt

Keywords: domestic violence, Sudanese, refugees

A15. 
New Zealand Family Violence Clearinghouse. (2006). An Agenda for Family Violence Research – Volumes 1 and 2 available from: http://www.nzfvc.org.nz/PublicationDetails.aspx?publication=13395
Research focus/aims: To update the Te Puni Kōkiri 1996 publication An Agenda for Family Violence Research. 

Participants: Not applicable

Key findings/outcomes: 439 new research annotations were added to the existing 122 research items. A number of gaps in family violence research have been identified including: neglect (as a specific focus discrete from abuse), sibling violence, violence towards parents, pregnancy, elder abuse and neglect, same-sex partner abuse, financial exploitation, institution violence (particularly in elder care), disability, and suicide/self-harm. Also noted is that there is a general deficiency of research that recognises non-dominant culture perspectives on family violence, including research within Maori, Pacific, Asian, migrant and refugee communities.

Recommendations/ implications: it is suggested that for future research to address areas of most benefit, a strategic framework allowing research priorities to be determined is required.

Scope: An update of the Annotated Bibliography of New Zealand Family Violence Research and mapping and identifying gaps in the research. 

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: family violence, minority cultures, research gaps.

A16.
Pittaway, E. (2004). The Ultimate Betrayal: An Examination of the Experiences of Domestic and Family Violence in Refugee Communities. Occasional paper. University of New South Wales. Centre for Refugee Research.
Research focus/aims: In order to understand the complex dynamics of domestic violence and its impact on refugee women, this paper examines the many aspects of the refugee experience. It discusses the acts of persecution which caused them to flee from their homelands, the journeys they took to arrive in Australia and their experience in the countries where they first sought asylum.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: This paper seeks to demonstrate that the problem of domestic and family violence in refugee communities is for a large part rooted in the social disruption, torture and trauma, and emotional problems in being uprooted and resettled in an unfamiliar culture experienced by refugee families.

Recommendations/ implications: In dealing with refugee victims of domestic violence, the choice of action must lie with the client. The role of the social worker is to provide advice, and as much practical and emotional support as necessary.

Scope: Although the focus is on spousal abuse, other forms of family violence such as elder abuse and family violence perpetrated by adolescent males are also briefly explored.

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee families, social worker role.

A17.
Rees, S., & Pease, B. (2006). Refugee settlement, safety and wellbeing: Exploring domestic and family violence in refugee communities. Violence Against Women Community Attitudes Project; Paper 4. Victorian Health Promotion Foundation (VicHealth).

Research focus/aims: This study was designed to examine the significance and inter-relatedness of cultural, psychosocial and economic factors in the safety and wellbeing of refugee families experiencing domestic and family violence, and to produce knowledge that could inform the development of effective settlement supports for refugee families. 

Participants: Participants from Ethiopia, South and North Sudan, Serbia, Bosnia and Croatia and communities from Iraq were recruited by expert sampling. 

Key findings/outcomes: Findings support the supposition that intimate partner violence is usually at its highest point when communities are in transition, when women begin to assume non-traditional roles or enter the workforce, or when men are less able to fulfil their culturally expected roles as providers and protectors. Psychological, social, cultural and structural factors combine to increase levels of family and domestic violence. Isolation from family support and inadequate English language skills are major barriers to women seeking help. The unemployment of men is strongly related to family conflict and domestic violence as they see themselves as breadwinners. Men’s responses to trauma are interconnected with patriarchy and sanctioned violence against women. Many of the men attributed family conflict to women becoming more dominant and independent. 

Recommendations/ implications: These include: services and policies recognising the mediating aspects of culture, class and refugee experience on the impact of violence in refugee families; taking account of negative outcomes for women during settlement particularly in relation to isolation, reduced opportunities to learn English and secure employment; increasing support and resources for new refugees; and involving refugees in developing policies and programmes affecting them. 

Scope: Individual interviews were conducted by culturally competent research assistants and data was analysed based on human rights and intersectional feminism. The research included a review of the empirical literature. It was one of four studies in the Violence Against Women Project. 

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee communities, causes, barriers to help seeking behaviour.

A18.
Rees, S., & Pease, B. (2007). Domestic violence in refugee families in Australia: rethinking settlement policy and practice. Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies, 5(2):1–19.

Research focus/aims: The study aimed to explore the impact of traumatic histories, social and economic context, cultural differences and changed gender identities on perceptions and experiences of domestic violence.
Participants: A sample of refugee men and women from Iraq, Ethiopia, Sudan, Serbia, Bosnia and Croatia who had been in Australia between three and five years.
Key findings/outcomes: The findings reveal compounding contextual factors which put immigrant and refugee women at risk of domestic violence. These relate to structurally based inequalities, culturally emerged challenges, social dissonance, psychological stress and patriarchal attitudes, e.g. abusing men recognised conflict in their families but did not understand it as violence.
Recommendations/ implications: The authors argue the case for community-based interventions that involve multi-level empowerment interventions to prevent domestic violence.
Scope: A qualitative study.

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee men and women, risk factors, intervention.

A19.
Segal, U. (2000). A pilot exploration of family violence among nonclinical Vietnamese. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 15(5):523–533.

Research focus/aims: To determine what Vietnamese refugees perceived were areas of difficulty in their adjustment to the United States and whether family violence is prevalent among this population.
Participants: A sample of 28 foreign-born Vietnamese married and with families randomly selected from the St Louis telephone directory. Most had lived in the States for less than five years. 

Key findings/outcomes: Findings were inconsistent and suggested that commonly used methods of identifying the occurrence of family violence may not accurately reflect its presence among populations that may fear repercussions of admission. Unlike other studies which found that some South East Asian refugees suffer from adjustment difficulties, and mental and economic health problems, the main concern of the Vietnamese participants was in regard to their children and their main difficulty centered around poor English language skills. 
Recommendations/ implications: The findings suggest the need to develop alternative tools to assess violence among refugees as only when participants truly believe they will benefit from the research will responses to probing questions with non-clinical populations be honest. 

Scope: An exploratory pilot project.

Country: United States

Keywords: family violence, Vietnamese, refugees, prevalence.
A20.
Spencer, J.H., & Le, T.N. (2006). Parent refugee status, immigration stressors, and Southeast Asian youth violence. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. 8(4):359–368.

Research focus/aims: The study examines the effects parents’ experience of traumatic events has on violence among Southeast Asian and Chinese youth.
Participants: A sample of 329 Chinese and Southeast Asian adolescents and their respective parents.
Key findings/outcomes: Parents’ refugee status facilitated serious violence and was fully mediated by peer delinquency and parental engagement, but for Vietnamese only. Parents’ refugee status was also significantly related to family/partner violence, and mediated by peer delinquency. This relationship was not observed among the other Asian ethnic groups. The immigration stress variable had no significant effects on either serious violence or family/partner violence. The results suggest that refugee communities may not transform easily into stereotypical immigrant Asian communities characterised by little youth violence. They indicate that the refugee process, as experienced second-hand through the children of refugees, has a strong effect on externally oriented violence (serious violence) and on family/partner violence for particular subgroups.
Recommendations/ implications: Community-oriented policy makers should join social workers in developing programs to address youth violence in Southeast Asian families and communities. 
Scope: Cross-sectional, face-to-face interview data including peer delinquency, parental engagement, parental discipline, serious violence, and family/partner violence was collected from the youth. Measures of socioeconomic status, refugee status, and immigration stressors were collected from their respective parents.
Country: United States

Keywords: youth violence, Southeast Asians, refugee status, effects of parental trauma.
A21.
Sullivan,M., Senturia, K., Negash, T., Shiu-Thornton, S. and Giday, B. (2005). “For us it is like living in the dark”: Ethiopian women's experiences with domestic violence. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 20(8):922–940.

Research focus/aims: To explore culturally defined notions of domestic violence for Ethiopian ethnic groups and to identify barriers to care for Ethiopian women in need of domestic violence services. The article discusses the experiences of domestic violence among Ethiopian refugees and immigrants.

Participants: A sample of 18 Ethiopian refugees and immigrants whose average age was 31 and whose average length of residency in the US was 4 years.

Key findings/outcomes: Research findings show domestic violence takes place within a context of immigration, acculturation, and rapid changes in family and social structure. As in Ethiopia, the Ethiopian community in the US tends to minimise the significance of the abuse and to support the abuser over the abused. But in the US, abusers can isolate the abused by not letting them go to school, learn English, visit other Ethiopians or leave the house. 

Recommendations/ implications: Participants expressed a need for language and culture-specific domestic violence support and advocacy as well as education programs regarding US laws and resources.

Scope: Within focus groups, a subset (n = 18) of a larger study sample (N = 254) participated in three focus groups with Amharic-speaking survivors of domestic violence who were currently in or had left abusive relationships.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Ethiopian women, immigrants and refugees, attitudes, barriers to help seeking.

A22. 
Tse, S. (2007). Family violence in Asian communities, combining research and community development. Social Policy Journal of New Zealand. Issue 31:170–194.

Research focus/aims: To fill gaps in research on family violence in Asian communities in New Zealand and increase understanding of how to prevent the occurrence, and reduce the impact, of family violence on families, relatives and friends. 

Participants: A sample of 50 Asian women who had suffered abuse, 6 Asian men who had abused wives or partners, and professionals working in the family violence field. Nearly half of the perpetrators and victims had been in New Zealand for less than three years and 20% did not have any residency status.

Key findings/outcomes: The triggers for family violence related to difficulties in adjusting to living in a new country; in particular, finding suitable employment and experiencing financial hardship. Men’s dominance in some Asian families was an issue, especially when men saw control over their wives as a last resort to protect their cultural values and traditions. Some women were put at extreme risk of abuse and violence by the racism and discrimination they experienced when they attempted to find paid work or solve their financial dependency issues. The barriers to preventing or dealing with family violence related to perceptions in the Asian communities researched that family violence is a private matter, and to women’s desire to keep the marriage/relationship intact.

Recommendations/implications: In general these related to increasing the level of awareness of the problem and the available services, addressing the barriers that prevent Asian women from speaking out, and providing culturally sensitive training to the different professionals and individuals working in the family violence sector. Further research around immigrant communities and cultural competence training was also recommended. 

Scope: This qualitative study used interviews with migrants from China, South Asia, including Indian Fijians, and South East Asia who had used family violence services, key informant interviews with practitioners working in the field and focus groups with service users, practitioners and trainees. Its main focus was on South Asian and Chinese, the two largest Asian population groups in New Zealand. 

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: domestic violence, Asian, causes, interventions

A23.
Tyska, V. (2008). Families and violence in Punjabi and Tamil communities in Toronto. Report to The Ontario Metropolis Centre (CERIS). Downloaded 02.06.09 from http://ceris.metropolis.net/Virtual%20Library/RFPReports/Tyyska2006.pdf

Research focus/aims: To identify the extent to which family violence is due to cultural/indigeneous factors and structural stresses resulting from immigration and settlement. The aim of the research is to develop government and community responses and policies that aid the integration of immigrants. 

Participants: A sample of 10 service providers, 10 male and 10 female Punjabi victims of domestic abuse and 13 female and three Tamil victims of domestic abuse. 

Key findings/outcomes: The reluctance to address this issue was manifest in the difficulty experienced in getting people willing to participate. The key informants identified a number of structural/institutional factors that may contribute to violence including isolation, dependence, poor housing, and general lack of resources due to economic hardship. These may contribute to substance abuse and mental health difficulties increasing the likelihood of domestic violence while language and educational barriers may prevent people from accessing help. Many of the reasons for violence in the Punjabi and Tamil communities are similar to those in mainstream communities, but extended families and associated relationship patterns and expectations that are negative or even toxic are an additional factor. The reunification of elders with their adult children may be strained by changing norms among the latter on separation and create potential for conflict and abuse (eg relationships between mothers and daughters-in-law may turn sour especially if the latter feel freer). All of the victims of child abuse reported that the abuse predated immigration and that physical abuse is the norm in their community. However, all but one of the abused women reported that violence had escalated on immigration and had to do with the low status of women in their community. Dowries and the role of parents-in law were also issues. 

Recommendations/ implications: The findings suggest that intervention approaches need to be holistic and involve families rather than individuals or couples.

Scope: Qualitative research. The study was limited to individuals who had experienced family violence in the hope that their answers could guide future research and assist helping others in a similar situation. It did not address the issue of the prevalence of violence in these communities.

Country: Canada

Keywords: domestic violence, Punjabi and Tamil communities, causes, interventions.

Violence against women

B1.
Adam, N. M. (2000). Domestic violence against women within Immigrant Indian and Pakistani communities in the United States. Ph.D. Thesis, University of Illinois at Chicago

Research focus/aims: This study was an examination of domestic violence against women within immigrant Indian and Pakistani communities in the United States to begin to fill the knowledge gap on domestic violence in these communities.

Participants: A sample of 94 Indian and Pakistani women living in several states.

Key findings/outcomes: The findings indicate that for Indian and Pakistani women in the United States, the lifetime prevalence rate for total (physical, sexual, psychological, and injury) domestic violence is 77% and for the previous year was 68%. The cultural belief that men are superior and the educational level of the victim were two principal factors associated with domestic violence for these groups. A computer (Atlas/ti) model of factors that lead to domestic violence within these communities was also generated from the data.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: A convenience non-probability sampling design was used for the data collection. The participants completed a questionnaire, which included a portion of the Revised Conflict Tactic Scale (RCTS) and nine women participated in individual in-depth interviews. In addition to gathering data on the extent of domestic violence against Indian and Pakistani women, factors that impact risk for domestic violence were also explored. 

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Indian, Pakistani immigrant women.

Source: Dissertation Abstracts International 61(11):4547A 

B2.
Akpinar, A. (2003). The honour/shame complex revisited: Violence against women in the migration context. Women's Studies International Forum. 26:425–442. 

Research focus/aims: This article is based on the life histories of two immigrant women of Turkish origin living in Sweden. The women were given in marriage at a very young age to men who take over the function of their control from their fathers.

Participants: See above

Key findings/outcomes: The function of women as carriers and bearers of group identity gains importance in the case of the "immigrant situation" where ethnic identity becomes an issue. Women are abused when they violate the boundaries of the definition of acceptable femininity by their ethnic community.

Recommendations/ implications: 

Scope: By analysing the life histories with the help of Delaney & Bourdieu's theoretical approaches, the writer tries to explain the implicit idea in the honour/shame complex whereby protection of women is maintained through control on their sexuality. The control is accelerated to the extent that women live in “immigrant enclaves”.

Country: Sweden

Keywords: domestic violence, Turkish women, immigrants.

Source: Journal abstract

B3.
Anitha, S. (2008). Neither safety nor justice: the UK government response to domestic violence against immigrant women. Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law. 30(3):189–202. 

Research aims/focus: This article examines the extent to which the UK Labour Government's policy towards immigrant women experiencing domestic violence responds to their needs. The working of a key concession within the Immigration Rules (2002) which theoretically offers an opportunity of exit to immigrant women facing domestic violence - the Domestic Violence Rule - is examined in light of the reality of South Asian women's experiences, including the nature of the domestic violence they face, their patterns of help-seeking, pathways out of the abusive relationship and their experience of service provision.

Participants: A sample of 30 South Asian women with no recourse to public funds due to their status as recent marriage migrants, who were living in the North West and Yorkshire regions of England.

Key findings/outcomes: The central thesis of this paper is that the effectiveness of this legislation is severely hampered by a failure to take into account the multiple dimensions of disadvantage that recent marriage migrants face.

Recommendations/ implications:

Scope: Qualitative interviews

Country: United Kingdom

Keywords: domestic violence; immigrant women; no recourse to public funds; Domestic Violence Rule.

Source: Journal abstract

B4. 
Ayyub, R. (2000). Domestic violence in the South Asian Muslim immigrant population in the United States. Journal of social distress and the homeless. 9(3):237–248. 

Research focus/aims: This article examines the incidence of domestic violence in South Asian Muslim populations in the United States and identifies various factors which contribute to and/or alleviate the problem.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Religion, culture, and family play significant and positive roles in the lives of South Asian women. This paper highlights some of the problematic areas in which these institutions are not responding to the needs of women. The role of religion in perpetuating and condoning violence in these communities is discussed and the patriarchal structures of many South Asian cultures are highlighted. Loyalty and commitment to one’s family of origin, despite violence, is also a common theme.

Recommendations/ implications: Suggestions for future intervention and prevention are made.

Scope: The findings draw on the author’s experience in violence prevention work in Muslim communities.

Country: United States

Keywords: Domestic violence; Muslim women; South Asian immigrants, prevalence, contributing factors

Source: Journal and Ingenta abstracts.

B5.
Gill, A,, Banga, B. (2008). Black, minority ethnic and refugee women, domestic violence and access to housing. London: Race Equality Foundation. Downloaded: 10.07.09 from. http://www.raceequalityfoundation.org.uk/housing/files/housing-brief9.pdf

Research focus/aims: This paper discusses the impact the lack of access to service provision has for black, minority, ethnic and refugee (BMER) women. The writers argue that there is a need for a healthy independent specialist women's refuge sector to address the housing needs of black and minority ethnic and refugee (BMER) women. It considers barriers to equal access that BMER women have and how they could be addressed by specialist services. 
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The writers cite their own and other research which shows housing inequality creates additional barriers for BMER women fleeing domestic violence. There is a lack of specialist refuge spaces available for these women, and immigration legislation denies women with insecure status access to public funds. Only 25 per cent of women who stayed in refuges went to council housing upon leaving the refuge. The lack of suitable housing to move on to meant that women stayed in refuges for longer periods of time and also influenced whether or not women returned to abusers. Women who had no housing to move on to tended to return to abusers, putting themselves in danger and becoming high-risk cases when they reapproached services. There is further evidence that BMER women who try to gain access to housing experience racism and sexism on both institutional and personal levels. At the same time, there has been a reduction in funds to organisations assisting BMER women and a lack of consultation with these women and the sector supporting them. 
Recommendations/ implications: A case is made for a strengthened independent specialist sector as a way to address housing needs of women who flee domestic violence. There needs to be an evaluation framework that assesses how women’s housing needs are being met and the ways in which housing will be sustained There should be mandatory and specialist domestic violence training for the statutory sector, linked to performance indicators and frameworks. A comprehensive, holistic approach to ending violence against women needs to be developed, which ensures an adequate and sustainable investment in violence prevention work.
Scope: A discussion document. The primary research was drawn from a study conducted by the Women's Resource Centre.

Country: United Kingdom

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee women; housing

B6.
Baobaid, M. (2002). Access to woman abuse services by Arab speaking Muslim women in London. Ontario. Centre for Research on Violence against Women and Children. Downloaded 15.06.09 from http://www.crvawc.ca/documents/AccesstoWomenAbuseServicesbyArab-speakingMuslimWomen.pdf

Research focus/aims: This preliminary study investigates the barriers to Muslim women in accessing the services provided by domestic violence agencies in London, Ontario.

Participants: Members of the Arab Muslim community.

Key findings/outcomes: Men and women perceive violence against women differently. While the attitudes of some members of the community towards violence against women are in line with those of mainstream Canadians, denial of its existence is the prevalent attitude. Men consider violence as a private affair. Women are often blamed for the abuse to which they are subjected. Many in the community frame violence as a consequence of the wife competing with the husband to play a more dominating role in family affairs. Canadian law is seen as encouraging women to be free economically and socially which is in conflict with Islamic Arab culture that stresses the responsibility of the husband to control and guide the family and the complete dependence of the wife and children. The main reason women do not seek help is because of their husband’s complete control of household affairs. A Muslim women seeking help from a Canadian organisation runs the risk of losing her family, and respect and status in her own community. Language barriers, ignorance of the law and the services available are additional barriers. 
Recommendations/ implications: The education of men, including community religious leaders and members of community organisations must be a prime objective and the understanding encouraged that with regard to abused women, Islam does not contradict the Canadian Justice system.

Scope: Interviews, and focus group discussions lasting about two hours, were held with members of the Arab Muslim community. Key informants such as the Imams of two mosques were interviewed. Topics covered included understandings of domestic violence against women, its causes and the extent to which services were used. Local service agencies were asked about the current use of the services by Muslim women and suggested programmes and outreach strategies.

Country: Canada

Keywords: domestic violence, Muslim women, service use

B7. 
Batsleer, J., Burman. E., Chantler, K. Pantling, K., Smailes, S., McIntosh, H. S., & Warner, S. (2002). Domestic Violence and Minoritization: Supporting Women towards Independence. Women's Studies Research Centre. MMU http://www.rihsc.mmu.ac.uk/projects/project_profile3.php?projectid=38

Research focus/aims: A study of domestic violence services to women of African, African-Caribbean, South Asian, Jewish and Irish backgrounds.

Participants: 

Key findings/ outcomes: The study highlighted how assumptions about “culture” can function as a barrier to providing and delivering domestic violence services to these groups of women. Complex and intersecting connections around domestic violence, law, mental health provision, entitlement to welfare services, constructions of “culture” and cultural identifications, and structures of racism, class and gendered oppression, all contribute to maintain women, particularly minoritised women, in violent relationships.

Leaving violent relationships does not necessarily guarantee the safety of women and children fleeing domestic violence. State practices, particularly facets of immigration law in the UK, through their interaction with domestic violence, equip perpetrators with a powerful tool to oppress minoritised women further and impact on women's manifestations of distress. Other aspects of state policy and practice which impact on the material wellbeing of survivors of domestic violence, for example, housing, levels of state benefits and child-care, also pose significant obstacles to minoritised women leaving violent relationships. Whilst many of these barriers also face women from dominant groups, the racialised dimensions of such policies heightens their exclusionary effects.

Recommendations/ implications: Key implications are identified for service design, delivery and development, including the need for both culturally specific and mainstream provision around domestic violence, and the need to challenge notions of “cultural privacy” and “race anxiety” in work with minoritised communities.

Scope: The project was funded by the European Social Fund. The focus on “cultural” issues was understood within a framework of structural inequalities, alongside particular challenges posed by current strategies for the resourcing of services. Service provider and manager perspectives were analysed alongside those of survivors of domestic violence who had accessed those services. 

Country: UK

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant and refugee women, service provision.

Source: Project profile 

B8.
Bhuyan, R., Mell, M., Senturia, K., Sullivan, L., & Shiu-Thornton, S. (2005). Women must endure according to their karma. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 20(8):902–921 

Research focus/aims: The study aimed to formulate a culturally relevant response to benefit Cambodian women experiencing domestic violence and the agencies serving these women. 

Participants: A sample of 39 Cambodian women from 32-66 years of age, most with moderate to low incomes. 

Key findings/outcomes: In addition to emotional and physical abuse, women described men’s control of them and financial resources, men’s gambling and unfaithfulness and control and abuse acted out through the mother/daughter-in-law relationship. This abuse leaves them feeling fearful, in pain, broken hearted and depressed. Although not considered right, abuse is common in the Cambodian community. The disruption of community life through war and migration, in addition to isolation from other Cambodians, may contribute to the incidence of abuse. The determination by some Cambodian men to maintain power when women are the breadwinners, may also be a factor. The limited knowledge that women have of the US legal system further increases the abuser’s power. Issues facing abused women include the community norms that discourage seeking help outside the family, pressure on the wife to stay with the abusing husband and the fear she has of him. 

Recommendations/ implications: The research indicated a strong need for social support and education about the legal system for Cambodian women victims of domestic violence. The writers suggested that further research should try to include greater numbers of women, first and second-generation immigrants, and women of varying socio-economic backgrounds to expand or confirm the findings. 

Scope: Focus group interviews were used. The research explores the findings from community-based participatory action research that analyses how Cambodian immigrant women talk about domestic violence, what forms of abuse contribute to domestic violence, and what strategies they use to cope with and respond to abuse in their lives. The participants were recruited purposively through service providers at ReWA (Refugee Women’s Alliance). Two thirds of the women had used domestic violence services, one third had not. 

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Cambodian women, effects, beliefs, coping strategies.

B9.
Brabeck, K.M. and Guzman, M.R. (2008). Frequency and perceived effectiveness of strategies to survive abuse employed by battered Mexican-origin women. Violence Against Women. 14(11):1274–1294.

Research focus/aims: This study documented the frequency and perceived effectiveness of battered women of Mexican-origin, and formal and informal help and personal strategies they used to survive abuse.

Participants: A sample of 75 battered women of Mexican-origin.

Key findings/outcomes: Consistent with survivor theory, results indicated that participants sought help multiple times from several formal and informal help sources. Some services (i.e. shelter, family) were perceived more effective than others (i.e. lawyer, in-laws). Participants also engaged in various personal strategies to survive abuse; with some strategies (i.e. using faith/religion) rated more effective than others (i.e., placating the batterer).

Recommendations/implications: Responses to open-ended questions suggest why specific help sources and strategies were/were not effective and provide socio-culturally specific suggestions for improving services.

Scope: Data was collected from semi-structured interviews conducted with the participants.

Country: United States. 

Keywords: domestic violence, Mexican women, immigrants, coping strategies.

B10. 
Brownridge, D.A., &. Halli, S.S. (2002). Double jeopardy?: Violence against immigrant women in Canada. Violence and Victims. 17(4):455–471.

Research focus/aims: The specific objectives of the study were to advance the understanding of violence experienced by immigrant women and to address the special circumstances surrounding violence against immigrant women in Canada. The application of Nested Ecological Theory in the study divided the environment into four levels: the macrosystem, which encompasses cultural factors; the exosystem, which includes formal and informal social networks; the microsystem, which encompasses the family setting; and the ontogenic level, which encompasses individual development.
Participants: A sample of 5,737 Canadian-born women, 844 immigrant women from developed countries, and 534 women who had immigrated from developing countries.

Key findings/outcomes: Findings show that immigrant women from developing countries have the highest prevalence of domestic violence. The key difference that explains this higher prevalence of violence was the sexually proprietary behaviour exhibited by their partners. Sexual jealousy, for example, interacted with high female education and low male education levels in predicting violence among immigrant women from developing countries.  
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The study used large-scale data collected as part of Cycle 13 of the General Social Survey which included more than 25,000 respondents. The theoretical perspective for the study was a synthesised framework of violence theories within the larger context of Nested Ecological Theory. This is a multidimensional level theory that encompasses factors at the individual, family, institutional and cultural levels. The analysis of the data was conducted in two stages. In the first stage, descriptive statistics were provided to document the prevalence of violence against immigrant women. At the second stage, a rigorous test of the different levels of factors was performed using logistic multiple regression. The dependent variable was male partner violence against women, defined as acts of physical assault, psychological aggression, and sexual coercion.
Country: Canada

Keywords: domestic violence, women immigrants, prevalence, predictive factors.

Source: Research abstract and http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=197413
B11. 
Bui, H.N. (2003). Help-seeking behaviour among abused immigrant women: The case of Vietnamese American women. Violence Against Women. 9(2):207 – 239.

Research focus/aims: This study examines help-seeking behavior among abused Vietnamese American women to understand factors associated with their decisions to seek help.
Participants: A sample of 34 abused Vietnamese American women and 11 Vietnamese American who had contacts with Vietnamese American victims of domestic violence through their jobs.

Key findings/outcomes: Abused Vietnamese American women sought help from their personal networks, the criminal justice system, and various victim service agencies. Data analyses suggest that the decisions of Vietnamese American women to reach out are complex and diverse and are shaped by various structural, cultural, and organisational factors. Acculturation on the part of abused women as well as victim services can facilitate the women’s efforts to seek help outside their personal networks.
Recommendations/implications: Public policies and programmes aimed at helping women escape abuse and combat domestic violence need to recognise various structural, cultural, and organisational forces that shape women’s experiences of, and responses to, domestic abuse. This will enhance their ability to provide appropriate services and facilitate women’s independent choice of approach to deal with abuse. Additional studies on the experiences of help seeking among abused women from different immigrant groups are also needed.

Scope: The data was obtained using in-depth interviews with the participants who were selected from four different Vietnamese communities and via victim service agencies and Vietnamese radio talk shows. The study included first generation immigrant women only.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Vietnamese American women, help-seeking behaviour.

B12. 
Bui, H, & Morash, M. (2007). Social capital, human capital, and reaching out for help with domestic violence: A case study of women in a Vietnamese-American community. Criminal Justice Studies. 20(4):375–390. 

Research focus/aims: This paper uses the social capital framework, with a focus on women's location in multiple contexts, including family, community, and the metropolitan area, and on both positive and negative results of social capital, to enhance knowledge about abused women's patterns of seeking help.

Participants: A sample of 62 abused women living in one Vietnamese-American community.

Key findings/outcomes: Data indicate that social capital in the immigrant community can be a source of help, but can also limit women's connecting with a full range of potential help providers. Family and friends give much needed emotional and material help but often encourage women not to use the legal system. Religious settings can bring comfort but also reinforce beliefs that women should acquiescence to violence to maintain an intact, harmonious family. Although the immigrant community affords benefits from solidarity, it also discourages women from challenging traditional gender arrangements by asking for help with domestic violence. 
Recommendations/implications: Strategies to increase access to help, and community education, can enable women to reach out for a variety of types of assistance before and after violence becomes extreme.
Scope: A qualitative study – the data came from in-depth interviews with the participants.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Vietnamese - American women, help-seeking behaviours, social capital.

Source: Author abstract.

B13.
Chester, P. (2009). Are honor killings simply domestic violence? Middle East Quarterly. Spring. 61–69.

Research focus/aims: An analysis of honour killings to see how they differ from domestic violence.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The analysis showed that the argument made by Muslim advocacy organisations that honour killings have nothing to do with Islam, and that it is discriminatory to differentiate between honour killings and domestic violence, is wrong. Honour killings differ significantly from domestic violence. They are committed mainly by Muslims against Muslims, and by fathers against their daughters in their teens or early twenties. They are carefully planned, and the planning involves several members of the family. Death threats are often used as a form of control. If the girl escapes, the extended family will continue to search for her to kill her. The reason given for the honor killing is that the girl or young woman has "dishonored" the family. In at least half of the cases, the killings are carried out with barbaric ferocity. The extended family and community valorise the honor killing and do not condemn the perpetrators in the name of Islam. Honor killings are mainly seen as normative. The murderer(s) do not show remorse. Instead, they experience themselves as "victims" defending themselves from the girl's actions and trying to restore their lost family honor. The average age of the victims was 21.5 years, and 10 of the 14 were daughters. Importantly, more than half the cases involved multiple perpetrators. Not all honour killings are perpetrated by Muslims, but the overwhelming majority are. Ninety per cent of the honour killers were Muslim. In every case, perpetrators view their victims as violating rules of religious conduct and act without remorse. This study suggests that honour killing is accelerating in North America and may correlate with the numbers of first generation immigrants. The problem is diverse but originates with immigration from majority Muslim countries and regions, for example, the Palestinian territories, the Kurdish regions of Turkey and Iraq, majority Muslim countries in the Balkans, Bangladesh, Egypt, and Afghanistan. Pakistanis account for most. The common denominator in each case is not culture but religion.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: A study of more than 50 instances of honour killings. 

Country: United States

Keywords: honour killings, Muslim women, immigrants.

B14. 
Crandall, M., Senturia, K., Sullivan, M., & Shiu-Thornton, S.

(2006) “No way out”: Russian-speaking women's experiences with domestic violence. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 21(8):1046–1062. 

Research focus/aims: To explore the experience of domestic violence and utilisation of domestic violence resources among Russian speaking immigrant women in West Washington. 

Participants: A sample of 24 Russian speaking survivors of domestic violence, ranging in age from 19-64 years, were recruited through the Refuge Women’s Alliance and locally distributed flyers. The women were from the small Russian speaking community in W. Washington. Most participants were from lower economic strata.

Key findings/outcomes: Participants, many of whom came to the United States as mail-order brides, reported diverse forms of abuse including isolation and financial restrictions.  The women were reluctant to get outside help as they were embarrassed about their circumstances. In traditional Russian society domestic violence is considered private. Mail-order brides are particularly vulnerable and isolated in abusive relationships.
Recommendations/ implications: Survivors emphasised the importance of language- and culture-appropriate outreach and services, and urged that women receive information about domestic violence services and laws on immigration. Victims of international marriages recommended changes in policy regarding the provision of these services and information. Assistance with housing, child care, and job searches is integral to safe transitions out of abusive relationships. 
Scope: Qualitative research using interviews and focus groups. 

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Russian women, immigrants, mail-order brides, forms of abuse, appropriate services.

B15. 
Cribb, J. (1997). “Being bashed is just something I have to accept.” Research paper. Social Policy Journal of New Zealand. Vol. 9. 

Research focus/aims: To explore Pacific women’s attitudes to domestic violence and perceptions of their community’s ability to support them if they faced domestic violence.

Participants: Thirty Samoan women living in Christchurch with whom contact was made through: several church congregations, a large employer of Samoan women, and a secondary school with a large number of Samoan senior students. 

Key findings/outcomes: Two-thirds of the women were non-acceptors of domestic violence. These women tended to be young, educated and between two cultures. While involved with their cultural heritage through their church group, they were released from the formal controls of the traditional hierarchical Samoan social structure and saw that they had options and support from both cultures to escape from domestic violence. The third who were acceptors were generally over 40, born in W. Samoa, committed to fa’asamoa (Samoan culture and way of life) and operate in New Zealand in a virtual Samoan world. If subjected to domestic violence they feel trapped as they are not familiar with supports in the palagi (European/white/non-Samoan) world. W. Samoa support structures operating in Christchurch are mainly provided by the church and offer only limited support. 

Recommendations/ implications: Awareness programmes need to be targeted through church groups and deliver social services through Samoan community networks. Policies ought to acknowledge and enhance extended families so that women are not trapped in isolated nuclear families. 

Scope: Limited to a sample drawn from one New Zealand city.The women were interviewed using a standardised interview schedule. Part of a larger Masters thesis project which investigated the effects of urbanisation on W. Samoan women’s attitudes towards domestic violence. 

Country: Christchurch, New Zealand.

Keywords: domestic violence, Samoan women, attitudes to domestic violence.

B16. 
Cunneen, C., & Stubbs, J. (1996). Violence against Filipino women in Australia: race, class and gender. Preliminary findings. Waikato Law Review. 4(1):131–155. Downloaded 14.05.09 from: http://www.waikato.ac.nz/law/wlr/special_1996/5_cuneenstubbs.html

Research focus/aims: To understands the complex set of factors which have made Filipino women particularly vulnerable to violence in Australia. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Filipina and Vietnamese women experience significantly higher death rates (about three times as high as in the host culture, controlling for age and sex) from homicide than might be expected. The writers argue that the specific vulnerability of Filipinas to homicide can only be understood within the broader framework of hierarchies of developed countries over developing countries, and of men over women. Filipinas seek emigration to Australia because of the poor conditions in their own country, which is the result of particular exploitative international relations. This immigration is gendered with the majority of Filipinas arriving in Australia as sponsored fiancées or spouses. This type of immigration facilitates the possibility of greater exploitation and abuse, and the first-world male fantasy of Filipinas as sexual and compliant is as important as the general context of male violence in understanding the nature of the abuse. 

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: Intersectionality holds that models of societal oppression, based on race/ethnicity, gender, religion, nationality, sexual orientation, class or disability, create an interrelated system of oppression that reflects the “intersection” of multiple forms of discrimination. The ongoing research reported on here adopts an intersectional analysis, that is, it examines the manner in which Filipinas are constituted with respect to race/ethnicity, class and gender, and with respect to other axes of social location such as age. The work draws on the theoretical insights of others who have explicitly addressed such factors as intersectionality in their work. 

Country: Australia

Keywords: homicide, Filipinas, migrants, mail-order brides. 

B17.
Dutton, M.A., Orloff, L.E., & Hass, G.A. (2000). Characteristics of help-seeking behaviors, resources and service needs of battered immigrant Latinas: Legal and policy implications. Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law and Policy. 7(2):245–305. 

Research focus/aims: This study explored domestic violence and other conditions affecting the lives of battered immigrant Latinas. Study findings focused on the intersection between domestic violence, immigration, help-seeking behaviors, and service utilisation. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The results of the survey demonstrated that the most common services used by battered women were immigration, medical, and other social services. Battered Latinas tend not to seek help for domestic violence, therefore professionals need to be aware of the signs of abuse and sensitive to cultural differences.
Recommendations/implications: In order to reach these women, literature and advertisements on abuse should be in Spanish and all information pertinent to battering should be disseminated through community-based women’s programs because battered women typically turn to other women in their communities. In addition, information on legal rights and social services should be provided to all immigrant women enhancing their access to life saving information. The study suggested that law reforms should be implemented to remove legal impediments that undermine battered women’s access to immigration relief under the Violence Against Women Act, and to the full range of public benefits that make up the welfare safety net.
Scope: The study surveyed the literature and then explored the results of a survey adapted from the Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights and Services (CIRRS) survey.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant Latinas, battered wives, service utilisation. 
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=189072
B18.
Easteal, P. (1996). Double Jeopardy: Violence against immigrant women in the home. Family Matters. Spring/Summer. (45):26–30.

Research focus/aims: The article focuses on a study investigating problems experienced by immigrant women in violent relationships in the home.

Participants: Some 800 women survivors of domestic violence, including both overseas and Australian-born, and a variety of practitioners in contact with them. 

Key findings/outcomes: The view that the migration experience contributed to the abuse in the home was expressed by some of the victims of domestic violence and the practitioners who work with them. Turning to the police can be problematic for women who come from countries where the police function differently and are feared and mistrusted. Women may be concerned about the perceived prejudice of the police. The difficulty of leaving a violent relationship is increased for some immigrant victims by little or no knowledge about refuges.
Recommendations/implications: There is a need for information targeted at ethnic communities in their own language about domestic violence, where women can go for help and women’s financial rights. Consideration needs to be given to implementing education campaigns that discourage excessive drinking. The non-acceptance of education and training credentials, and subsequent unemployment or downward mobility, should be addressed in order to increase job placement opportunities for immigrants. There is also a need for more refuge accommodation catering for women from different ethnic backgrounds, bi and multi- lingual practitioners and counseling services in languages other than English. 
Scope: Two surveys were used to obtain the backgrounds and experiences of the victims, and 21 of the immigrant victims were interviewed. The interviews were unstructured, and included open-ended queries about childhood, marriage, migration, history of violence, and the steps taken to counter the abuse.
Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic abuse, immigrant women, barriers to help-seeking.

B19. 
Erez, E. (2000). Immigration, culture conflict and domestic violence/woman battering. Crime Prevention and Community Safety: An International Journal. 2(1):27 – 36.

Research focus/aims: This article explores the way in which immigration status interacts with domestic assault and woman battering in the lives of immigrant women in multicultural societies such as the United States, Australia, Germany, and Israel.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The common characteristic of diverse immigrant communities, and the society in which they live, is the patriarchal social order that supports violence against women. In many immigrant communities this social order tolerates, and often denies, the violence, protects perpetrators, and silences victims. Anti-immigrant sentiments in many countries have particularly harmed battered immigrant women, who are afraid of using social and health services or calling the police for help. Many immigrant battered women are also afraid that official action will lead to the deportation of their abusers, which in turn could mean the loss of their own dependent immigrant status. However, the overriding rationale underlying immigrant women's decisions to stay in abusive relationships is the prospect of losing their children. Thus, the convergence of cultural, social, and legal circumstances seriously compromises their access to justice.
Recommendations/implications: Criminal justice agencies and personnel need to modify their procedures by including multicultural representation in their personnel, training in cultural awareness, and training in being fair and professional in carrying out their work. The long-term goal needs to be the empowerment of immigrant women so that they can resist violence on their own terms.
Scope: A review article.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant women, immigration status, help-seeking barriers.
B20.
Erez, E., & Ammar, N. (2003). Violence against immigrant women and systemic responses: An exploratory study. United States. Downloaded. 05.06.09 from http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/202561.pdf 

Research focus/aims: This study examined the characteristics of and issues related to immigrant women's experiences of intimate and family violence in the United States, as well as the justice system's and social service providers' responses to the plight of these women. It addressed the following questions: Why are these women battered? Why don't they leave the abuser or the United States? Why don't they report the violence to the police? Why don't they access social services offered in the new country? Why don't they seek help from their own people? And, what happens when they contact officials, report their abuse, or seek social services?
Participants: A sample of 137 immigrant women from 35 countries.
Key findings/outcomes: The study found that despite their diversity, immigrant communities have one thing in common with each other and with the American society to which they immigrated, a patriarchal social order that does not hold abusers accountable and that supports violence against women. This cultural bias against the rights of women combines with a justice system that favours English speakers, that does not provide for impartial interpreters, or that allows stereotypes about immigrant communities to interfere with victims' access to relief. The themes that emerged from the responses of the immigrant women, social service providers, and family and immigration attorneys confirmed that in the lives of immigrant women, gender interacts with immigration status in ways that intensify and compound the abuse they experience. Anti-immigrant sentiments further compound the plight of all immigrants, heightening their insular existence and their suspicion of outsiders, including agents of the justice system.
Recommendations/implications: The study advises that both the justice and the social service systems must expand their capacity to adequately serve immigrant populations by hiring multicultural staff in law enforcement, the courts, and legal and social service agencies. Further, efforts to reach immigrant victims/survivors and provide them with information about the criminality of domestic violence, options, and available services must be systematised. Materials on the legal rights of battered immigrants should be developed at the national level and distributed to the justice system, social services, legal services, and health care programmes throughout the country. For the short term, this study recommends that justice system agents focus their training efforts at the initial contact level by honing interviewing and assessment techniques. At all contacts with immigrant victims, police, prosecutors, and the courts must use impartial translators if bilingual officers are not available. Other recommendations pertain to ways in which the justice system and social and legal services can be made more accessible and effective in helping immigrant women victimised by domestic violence.
Scope: The interviewees were a convenience sample of women who sought help related to their immigration or domestic violence problems. Most (86                                                                                 immigrants and with diverse immigrant communities residing in urban and rural areas: California, New York, Florida, Texas, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrants, help-seeking barriers, interventions.

B21.
Erez, E., Adelman, M., & Gregory, C. (2009). Intersections of immigration and domestic violence: voices of battered immigrant women. Feminist Criminology. 4(1):32–56.

Research focus/aims: An analysis of the relationship between immigration and domestic violence. 

Participants: A sample of 137 immigrant women in the United States from 35 countries.

Key findings/outcomes: The authors find that immigration shapes how women understand domestic violence, their access to resources, and responses to domestic violence. Men who batter immigrant women have access to unique forms of domination and control, some of which are facilitated or even sanctioned by federal immigration law. The general difficulties that battered women face coexist with the legal (e.g., their lack of legal knowledge and legal dependence on their batterers), economic (e.g., the economic marginalisation of their community and their continued responsibility for sending remittances home justifies the batterer’s abuse) and social challenges (e.g. the fear of loss of social status in their community and retaliation by their husband and his family and, in the face of anti-immigrant sentiment, the desire to keep domestic violence private to avoid tarnishing the image of their community) they face as immigrants. While immigrant women realise that domestic violence is a criminal offence in the States, few seem familiar with new policies designed to protect battered women and access the legal justice system. Undocumented or partially documented immigrants may refrain from accessing the system for fear of bringing their immigrant-majority neighbourhood into the focus of law enforcement agencies. Further, since the tightening of immigration laws post-9/11 these women feel even more vulnerable and unsure of who to trust, fearing deportation without their children. Dismissing domestic violence as an immigrant or cultural problem precludes examination of how the system may limit options for individual immigrant women and of how it could be improved for them. 

Recommendations/implications: Authors conclude that the challenge for female criminologists is to design social and legal policies that do not further entrap immigrant women.

Scope: Qualitative research where the participants were interviewed. This project documented observed dynamics of structural inter-sectionality for immigrant women as national origin and citizenship status are considered as another layer of identity politics and marginalisation in relation to domestic violence. 
Country: United States

Key Words: domestic violence, immigrant women, citizen status, help-seeking barriers.

B22.
Gill, A. (2004). Voicing the silent fear: South Asian women's experiences of domestic violence. Howard Journal of Criminal Justice. 43(5):465–483
Research focus/aims: This article examines the subjective experiences of South Asian women in the United Kingdom who have suffered domestic violence, and identifies some of the risk factors for domestic violence within this community. The guiding research questions are: How do Asian women interpret their experiences of domestic violence, and to whom do they report it?

Participants: A sample of 18 Asian women.

Key findings/outcomes: This article presents data that suggest that abusive acts against Asian women arise out of a multiplicity of cultural circumstances influenced by power relations. Abusive acts are not, therefore, limited to a single characteristic such as physical abuse, or to a particular relationship. Recurrent themes emerge from the women's accounts revealing their definitions of domestic violence and showing how some continue to play down the levels of violence they experience. The article voices the concerns of and hardships experienced by victims and survivors of domestic violence in their own words. Finally, the article offers an analysis of the ways in which notions of honour and shame are used both as tools to constrain women's self-determination and independence, and as catalysts for domestic violence when these notions of family and community are challenged by women.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: The study, based on in-depth interviews with the participants, describes and analyses several aspects of domestic violence in relation to South Asian women.

Country: United Kingdom

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian women, experiences.

Source: Journal abstract

B23.
Goel, R., (2005). Sita’s trousseau: restorative justice, domestic violence, and South Asian culture. Violence Against Women. 11(5):639–665.

Research focus/aims: The particular cultural factors that affect South Asian women and immigrant South Asian women who are abused, particularly within the restorative justice process.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: By exploring cultural practices and the icon of Sita, the mythological heroine of the Ramayana, this article demonstrates how the South Asian ideals of womanhood and wifehood help to create a mind-set whereby South Asian women are reluctant to advocate for themselves and are reluctant to leave. Such a condition is contrary to the conditions and abilities assumed by the restorative justice movement for dispute resolution, inside or outside of domestic violence. It concludes that restorative justice options are ill-suited for domestic violence cases in immigrant South Asian communities. 
Recommendations/ implications: The writer suggests that the solution may only be found among Indian women themselves, through the work of groups such as Manavi, Sakhi, and Apna Ghar, because these fellow Indian women best understand the constraints that other Indian women face.

Scope: N/A

Country: N/A

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian women, immigrants, restorative justice intervention.
B24.
Hammoury, N., Khawaja, M., Mahfoud, Z., Afifi, R.A., Madi, H. (2009). Domestic violence against women during pregnancy: The case of Palestinian refugees attending an antenatal clinic in Lebanon. Journal of Women's Health 18 (3):337–345. Downloadable from: http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdf?vid=8&hid=7&sid=f0aba6e0-37a1-4caa-94a2-89f46fa5b697%40sessionmgr3

Research aims/focus: To determine the factors associated with domestic violence against pregnant Palestinian refugee women residing in Lebanon and currently using the United Nation Relief and Work Agency's (UNRWA) primary healthcare services.

Participants: The sample was 351 pregnant women who were 15–42 years of age and not accompanied by their husbands or relatives.

Findings/outcomes: Domestic violence was significantly associated with education, gestational age, fear of husband or someone else in the house, and unintended pregnancy. The odds of abuse for women with an elementary or lower education were 6.86 (95% CI 1.2-38.1) and for women with an intermediate or secondary education 6.84 (95% CI 1.4-33.3) compared with women with a university education. The odds of abuse during pregnancy for women whose husbands did not desire their pregnancy were 3.80 (95% CI 1.5-9.7) compared with other women.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: This was a cross-sectional study conducted at a polyclinic of primary healthcare of the UNRWA in South Lebanon during the years 2005–2006. All women were invited by the midwife to participate in the study during their visit to the clinic for their first check up or during a follow-up visit. The Abuse Assessment Screen instrument was used to screen for past and recent history of physical and emotional abuse among the participants. 
Country: Lebanon

Keywords: domestic violence, Pakistani refugee women, pregnancy, associated factors.

Source: Author abstract
B25.
Kasturiangan, A., Krishnan, S., & Riger, S. (2004). The impact of culture and minority status on women’s experience of domestic violence. Trauma, Violence and Abuse. 5(4):319–332

Research focus/aims: A review of the research about the impact of culture and minority status in the United States on women’s experience of domestic violence, considering family structure, immigration, acculturation, oppression, and community response.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: As understood by the authors, "culture" refers to "beliefs, practices, values, norms, and behaviours that are shared by members of a group" (Sullivan and Rumptz, 1994). In the literature, the terms race, ethnicity, and culture are often used interchangeably to describe the experiences of non-White groups and group members. Many ethnic minority women live in extended families that may provide social and financial support that can both prevent and provide relief from domestic violence. In some cultures, however, female sexuality is viewed as passive and obedient, which cultivates male power in intimate relationships. This may foster domestic abuse. For immigrant women, loss of socioeconomic status during the resettlement period causes financial instability and social isolation, which increases the risk for abuse. The degree to which immigrant women become acculturated in the United States can spur conflict in intimate relationships, but it can also increase women's independence as a resource for escaping abuse. Oppression from partners and a society that discriminates against ethnic minorities can also contribute to the perpetuation of abuse.

Recommendations/implications: The authors encourage researchers and service providers to acknowledge the effects on women of socio-political dynamics, including racism, and to identify specific aspects of culture that are relevant to intimate partner abuse.

Scope: A literature review.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, ethnic minority women, cultural factors.

Source: Journal abstract

B26.
Kallivayalil, D. (2006). Narratives of suffering of South Asian immigrant survivors of domestic violence. Unpublished PhD thesis. University of Illinois. 

Research focus/aims: This study examines the mental health consequences of domestic violence against South Asian immigrant women. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) diagnoses did appear to be relevant outcomes for this population, and women met criteria for a number of critical psychiatric diagnoses. Depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and anxiety disorders were the most common of these diagnoses, as has also been reflected in the mainstream literature. Further, many of the narratives were strongly influenced by the experience of chronic intimate violence and captivity, which were not comprehensively captured by the DSM system. A critical finding was that Herman's (1992) Complex PTSD concept more accurately captured these chronic trauma outcomes for South Asian immigrant women than the DSM PTSD diagnosis. The narratives also elucidated larger themes of experience that painted a picture of the close dialectic relationship between personal suffering, and larger structures such as the arranged marriage system, immigration, city agencies, and mental health interventions. The narratives obtained for this study illustrate the women's own perceptions of their suffering and symptoms, and provided a window into the South Asian immigrant community's ideologies or moral domains regarding gender, violence, and sickness. They thus illustrate how migration and culture interact with the deeply personal experience of suffering caused by domestic violence.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Using a combination of standard psychological assessments and narrative interviews, the study examines women's own narratives of suffering to examine cultural representations of their abuse experiences and their consequences to shed light on how community-specific explanatory models, metaphors, and idioms add to and diverge from traditional psychiatric symptoms and categories.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian women, immigrants, mental health impacts.

Source: Proquest Abstract.

B27. 
Koloto, Ana Haua’alofa and Sashi Sharma. (2005). The needs of Pacific women when they are victims of family violence. Social Policy Journal of New Zealand. 26:84–96

Research focus/aims: The research aimed to gather in-depth information to increase knowledge of the needs of Pacific peoples who had been victims of crime.  The research assed the appropriateness of victim support and community-based services for Pacific people and identified health needs and appropriate measures to meet those needs, including support mechanisms from the criminal justice sector. It was a Pacific led project using Pacific theoretical frameworks. 

Participants: A sample of 34 female victims of family violence were identified from the sample of 100 Pacific peoples who were interviewed. Most of the cases involved women being subjected to long-term abuse by their male partners nearly all of whom were Pacific. 

Key findings/outcomes: Motivations for the violence included jealousy, not preparing food for the husband, perpetrator loss of control due to alcohol and women threatening to leave with the children. In some cases members of the participant’s family acted to meet the needs of the perpetrator. Victims were at different stages of coping with the violence. While some accepted it as the norm and culturally appropriate, others were beginning to deal with the problem with the help of family and the justice and social sectors. 

Recommendations/implications: Programmes aimed at changing the behaviour of the male perpetrators should be an integral part of programmes aimed at meeting the needs of Pacific women and children exposed to violence. Pacific women need safety, housing and financial support for them and their children when they leave, appropriate counselling services, advice and information on their rights and services available. Further, appropriate support services, acknowledgement that family violence is unacceptable and programmes aimed at eliminating it is also recommended.

Scope: Pacific theoretical frameworks for research were used to inform the design and analysis used in this study. This paper focuses on the women in that sample, and considers the needs of Pacific women who are victims of family violence.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: domestic violence, Pacific women, victim needs.

B28.
Lee, E. (2007). Domestic violence and risk factors among Korean Immigrant women in the United States. Journal of Family Violence. 22(3):141–149.

Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study is to describe domestic violence among Korean immigrant women, including type and frequency of violence experienced, predictive factors such as the life stress, and alcohol use by a male partner, violence experienced as a child, and demographics/cultural characteristics.
Participants: A sample of 136 Korean immigrant women from Austin or Dallas, Texas areas. 
Key findings/outcomes: Results indicate that domestic violence is a major family problem for Korean immigrant women. Religious affiliation and involvement was positively associated with incidence of domestic violence among Korean immigrant women. However, a lower level of acculturation was associated with more psychological assault perpetrated by a male partner. Korean immigrant women in more traditional families experienced more violence than Korean immigrant women in less traditional families. The study revealed that life stress was not directly related to the incidence of domestic violence as previously hypothesised. In relation to alcohol, Korean immigrant women reported that 23.5 per cent of male partners were abstainers, while 70.6 per cent of them had consumed alcohol in the past year. It also showed that physical assault experienced in childhood is associated with domestic violence in later intimate relationships.

Recommendations/implications: N/A
Scope: The participants completed questionnaires developed in the study. 

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Korean women, immigrants, associated factors.

B29.
Marginson, M. (1999). Immigrants and refugee women as victims of crime. Conference Proceedings. Victims Referral and Assistance Service. Melbourne. Australia

Research focus/aims: N/A

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The speaker reports on Australian studies which show that immigrant and refugee women are more vulnerable to violence than their Australian counterparts because of the additional difficulties they face. These are: their lack of knowledge about domestic violence and sexual assault; the stresses and trauma caused by the immigration experience and status – the most vulnerable are those who are sponsored as “brides or who enter on a tourist or working visa and enter into a relationship with an Australian man”; their lack of knowledge about the police and the role they play in domestic violence and/or a reluctance to seek police intervention; their lack of knowledge of and/or a reluctance to use community services; and cultural and religious values including attitudes to marriage, and racism. 

Recommendations/implications: Strategies to address this violence should be directed at changing organisational environments, sensitising service providers and political institutions, empowering the community through community education and lobbying policy decision makers. The paper concludes with a brief discussion of a best practice service delivery model: West CASA’s (Counselling Association of South Australia) Cultural Equity Programme. 

Scope: A plenary session conference paper discussing crime in Australia and how it relates to experiences of immigrant and refugee-women or overseas women. 

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, NESB refugee and immigrant women, risk factors, best practice service delivery models

B30.
Menjivar, C., & Salcido, O. (2002). Immigrant women and domestic violence: Common experiences in different countries. Gender & Society. 16(6):898–920.

Research focus/aims: The authors assess the limited literature on domestic violence among immigrant women in major receiving countries to begin delineating a framework to explain how immigrant-specific factors exacerbate the already vulnerable position – as dictated by class, gender, and race – of immigrant women in domestic violence situations. They then examine the various responses at the national and local community levels to this issue in receiving countries.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: A review of this scholarship shows that the incidence of domestic violence is not higher than it is in the native population but rather that the experiences of immigrant women in domestic violence situations are often exacerbated by their specific position as immigrants, such as limited host-language skills, isolation from and contact with family and community, lack of access to dignified jobs, uncertain legal statuses, and experiences with authorities in their origin countries. There have been different responses to domestic violence among immigrants, both at the government and at the local level in receiving communities. Governments have enacted and amended immigration laws that are making it a little easier for immigrant women to find protection. At the local level, immigrants can access services directed to native-born women, but barriers such as language, cultural misunderstandings, and different perceptions in reporting prevent the immigrant women from efficiently using such services. Services that are similar to those provided to native-born women tend not to consider the specificities of immigrants’ experiences and socio-cultural practices. However, there are social service agencies that specifically assist immigrant women in domestic violence situations, and these tend to be linguistically and culturally appropriate, but there still are very few of them.

Recommendations/implications: The courts, and other community agencies that are part of the formal system, need to recognise that immigrant women in domestic violence situations have needs that differ from those of the mainstream population. Laws, definitions, and channels of information need to be adjusted to recognise the increasing presence of immigrant women. Importantly, studies need to be comprehensive, including the experiences of immigrant women who have entered through the formal system and through extralegal channels.

Scope: A literature review.

Country: N/A

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant women, immigrant specific factors, barriers to service use.

B31.
Merali, N. (2009). Experiences of South Asian brides entering Canada after recent changes to family sponsorship policies. Violence Against Women. 15(3):321–339. 

Research focus/aims: This study examined understandings of sponsorship and marital/resettlement experiences among English-proficient and non-English-proficient South Asian brides who entered Canada after recent immigration policy changes to reduce sponsored women's vulnerability to maltreatment. The aim of the study was to inform future policy. 

Participants: Ten women participated in the study, with five being English proficient. All had been married in their home countries with their husbands having filed sponsorship applications to bring them to Canada during or after 2002. The women were living with their husbands in Canada.
Key findings/outcomes: English-proficient women were aware of their rights and permanent resident status, and reported significant integration support. They were able to access both online and hard-copy documents that explained the conditions of the sponsorship relationship. They were aware that their husbands, as their immigration sponsors, had more responsibilities to them than rights over them under Canadian immigration law. They were also aware of their permanent resident status. This knowledge of sponsorship under Canadian immigration law led to their expectation of support during the resettlement process in Canada. Their husbands appeared to be complying with their sponsorship commitment by assisting them with economic, social, and societal integration. Should their husbands withdraw support or abuse them, the women knew of options they could pursue and resources they could access. In contrast, non-English-proficient women misunderstood sponsorship and faced multiple barriers to participation in Canadian life, along with severe abuse and neglect. Consistent with the findings of previous studies, however, the current study found that recent changes in Canadian family sponsorship immigration policies and procedures have not improved their plight. Due to language barriers these women were totally reliant on third-party interpretations of their sponsorship rights. This made them vulnerable to various types of human rights violations without any knowledge of how to address them.
Recommendations/ implications: These findings indicate the importance of providing government-sponsored orientations using a language in which they are proficient to all brides who enter Canada under sponsorship policies and procedures.

Scope: The study consisted of three parts: (a) a content analysis of all sponsorship

information available through Citizenship and Immigration Canada to assess its coverage of various aspects of the sponsorship relationship and sponsor and sponsored person’s rights and limitations, (b) interviews with English proficient and non-English proficient South Asian women who entered Canada as sponsored spouses after the 2002 changes to the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act to assess their understandings of sponsorship, integration experiences, marital experiences, and knowledge of community resources in the event of experiencing maltreatment, and (c) interviews assessing understandings of sponsorship among South Asian males who had arranged marriages in their home countries and initiated sponsorship applications to bring their wives to Canada during or after the year 2002.

Country: Canada

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian brides, effect of policy changes.

Source: Writer’s policy brief. Downloaded 25.06.09 from http://pcerii.metropolis.net/Virtual%20Library/FinalReports/Merali-PolicyBrief2.pdf

B32.
Natarajan, M. (2002). Domestic violence among immigrants from India: What we need to know and what we should do. International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice. 2 (2):301–321.
Research focus/aims: Using an integrated theoretical model which draws upon several distinct fields of study, including feminist theory, family violence research, analyses of Indian culture, acculturation theory, victimological theory, and crime opportunity theory, this article discusses domestic violence among Indian immigrant families in the United States. The model identifies the broad range of factors involved in domestic violence among Indian immigrants to assist future research. It is also a tool for considering preventive initiatives that should be developed to help abused immigrant wives.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Violence aimed at Indian immigrant women is a complex social problem determined by a wide range of contributory factors, such as Indian culture and the immigration process. Several characteristics of Indian society, including the position of women, customary marriage, and family arrangements, influence the risk of domestic violence. The sources of incompatibility between husband and wife in immigrant families include disparities in age and attractiveness, sexual difficulties, and differences in caste and religion. Negotiating the immigration process involves many difficulties, such as delays, frustrations, and huge sums of money. Becoming acculturated to the host society can take considerable time and depends on prior familiarity and the degree of attachment to Indian society. Most immigrants go through a period of turmoil at home and work as they settle in their new country. Many Indian immigrants live in nuclear rather than extended families, which can cause isolation.
Recommendations/implications: The writer notes that it would be useful for the police to encourage women in these communities to seek their protection. He also notes the need for more research which could be guided by the model.

Scope: A discussion paper using a theoretical model.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Indian women, immigrants, cultural and legal factors.

Source: NCJRS abstract - http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=199235
B33.
Robertson, N. R., Busch, R., D'Souza, R., Sheung, F. L., Anand, R., Balzer, R., Simpson, A., & Paina, D. (2007) Living at the cutting edge: women’s experiences of protection orders: the women’s stories. Hamilton: University of Waikato. Full report available from http://research.waikato.ac.nz/CuttingEdge/
Research focus/aims: The aim of this research is to (a) identify and describe the experiences of a sample of women in obtaining protection orders, the impact of protection orders and the response to breaches of protection orders; (b) identify those aspects of the domestic Violence Act that are working well i.e. positive experiences of protection orders; and (c) identify areas for improvement including barriers that prevent women from applying for and obtaining protection orders.

Participants: A sample of 43 Māori, Pākehā (European/non-Maori), Pasifika and other ethnic minority women provided case studies, and key informants such as. social workers and family law practitioners were interviewed. 

Key findings/outcomes: While the Domestic Violence Act was unanimously considered by stakeholders to be good legislation there was frustration at aspects of its implementation. In relation to Pasifika and ethnic migrant women, the study found that they were far less likely than other women to apply for Protection Orders and that new migrants in particular, seemed to know little about these. Immigrant women faced particular difficulties some of which related to language difficulties e.g. a lack of interpreters and the impatience of officials. Non-resident women whose batterer was their sponsor were in a particularly vulnerable situation. 

Recommendations/implications: Of the 47 recommendations made to ensure the law is implemented as written, some relate to the situation of ethnic migrant women. These include making information about Victims of Domestic Violence Policy widely available to these women in other languages, and in plain English, and making legal aid available to women wishing to appeal against decisions of Immigration New Zealand.

Scope: This Research Report was commissioned by the Ministry of Women’s Affairs to investigate women’s experiences of protection orders. The research database comprised case studies, interviews, Family and Criminal Court decisions relating to family violence, statistical information, and social science and legal research on domestic violence.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: domestic violence, ethnic and Pasifika women, Domestic Violence Act.

B34. 
Saroca, N. (2002). Violence against Filipino women in Australia: theorizing the relationship between the discursive and nondiscursive. Conference paper. University of Sydney. Downloaded 26.05.09 from: www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au/Conference%20papers/Exp-horiz/Saroca.pdf
Research focus/aims: The paper presents a feminist exploration of the relationship between Filipinas’ experience of violence and the media’s discursive construction of that violence. The writer explores how intersections of gender, class, “race” and ethnicity in the media construct Filipinas in particular ways and shape their experiences of violence as well as responses to it. 

Participants: The paper is based on the narratives of two Filipino women and interviews with the family members of a murdered Filipino woman plus media reports.

Key findings/outcomes: The media misrepresents Filipinas and the violence they experience. The effect of media reporting is often to create and make worse the danger for Filipino women and reinforce stereotypes The media tend to construct Filipino women in sexist, rascist and in class-based ways. Discourses of mail-order bride, orientalism and culturalism underpinning media representations of Filipino women together create desire for and discontent with the women. It is in this space that violence arises. The media articles examined provided little insight into the complexities of violence that many Filipino women experience in their everyday lives. 

Recommendations/implications: N/A
Scope: The paper is based on the narratives of two Filipino women, interviews with the family members of a murdered Filipino woman and media reports. 

Country: Australia

Keywords:, domestic violence, Filipinas, media representations.
B35.
Shim, W.S., & Hwang, M.J. (2005). Implications of an arrest in domestic violence cases: Learning from Korean social workers' experiences in the U.S. Journal of Family Violence. 20(5):313–328.
Research focus/aims: This study investigated the cultural barriers experienced by domestic violence victims who are Korean immigrants in the United States and explored the impacts of arrest on the victim and family.

Participants: Six Korean social workers who worked in a New York agency designed to help Korean American domestic violence victims. 

Key findings/outcomes: The findings show that Korean immigrant victims of domestic violence face significant barriers preventing them from seeking help from the police. The findings also highlight the negative outcomes associated with inconsistent police practices, especially in immigrant communities where information about law and order often comes from diffused sources within the community. Key barriers included victim’s lack of information about laws and available services, victim’s economic dependence on husbands, and the tendency of the Korean community to blame victims of domestic violence for their own victimisation. Victim’s immigrant status was perceived as a unique barrier placing victims in a vulnerable position. When police involvement resulted in an arrest, both negative and positive outcomes were observed but, for the most part participants perceived arrest as a necessary tool for deterring domestic violence in Korean immigrant communities.

Recommendations/ implications: Participants suggested some changes in the criminal justice system to better respond to immigrant victims of domestic violence.

Scope: A qualitative exploratory study. Semi-structured interviews probed the social workers’ perceptions of their clients’ experiences of domestic violence and of arrests resulting from domestic violence.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Korean immigrants, barriers to help-seeking. 

B36.
Shirwadkar, S. (2004). Canadian domestic violence policy and Indian immigrant women. Violence Against Women. 10(8):860–879.

Research aims/focus: The study looked at the problems and needs of Indian immigrant women and the limitations of Canadian programmes and policy in addressing domestic violence against them.

Participants: A snowball sample of eight abused Indian immigrant women and community social workers in Ontario, Canada,
Key findings/outcomes: Although the policies of the Canadian government to counter domestic violence are more developed than those in many other nations, they do not appear to meet the complex needs of abused Indian immigrant women who face cultural constraints in accessing the benefits of these policies. Family hierarchy works to contain them along with historical gender inequalities. These factors are combined with the complexities of caste and community pressures.

Recommendations/implications: Policies need to create more awareness of domestic violence within the immigrant communities and establish networks of culturally specific institutions to support immigrant women. Active support from the Canadian government of socially progressive elements within the immigrant community is needed as well. More immediately, abused Indian women need to be linked with facilities that provide social support and reduce isolation, rather than be “rescued” or removed from their abusive situations. Bi-national research is needed to improve the situation of abused Indian immigrant women in Canada and in India.
Scope: A small sample from Ontario only. The sample of Indian immigrants was not representative of all the regional ethnic backgrounds, despite the apparent need to understand the variations of domestic violence among Indian immigrants from different regions of India.

Country: Canada

Keywords: domestic violence, Indian immigrant women, cultural barriers to service use.

B37.
Spooner, M. (2004). Protecting victims of domestic violence in Caribbean communities. Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Services. 2(3/4). 

Research focus/aims: Not stated

Participants: Not stated
Key findings/outcomes: Using the experiences of battered women in the English-speaking Caribbean state of Barbados, this study argues that there are significant challenges for victims, caused by cultural, social and economic factors that have not been appropriately addressed by domestic violence legislation. Marginalised by the court and legal system in the English-speaking Caribbean, many battered women seek out alternatives to the legal system for coping with domestic violence. Therefore when they migrate to countries like the United States where more accommodations are made for victims of domestic violence, they are unlikely to engage with the legal system and make their suffering known. Women might also be silenced by fears of violating immigration laws in the United States as well as risking personal loss due to the severe punishment of their partners when indicted by the legal system. 

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Not stated

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, barriers to help-seeking.

Source: Journal abstract.

B38.
Sundari, A. (2008). Neither safety nor justice: the UK government response to domestic violence. Journal of Social Welfare & Family Law. 30(3):189–202. 

Research aims/focus: This article examines the extent to which the UK’s Labour government's policy towards immigrant women experiencing domestic violence responds to the women’s needs.

Participants: A sample of 30 South Asian women with no recourse to public funds due to their status as recent marriage migrants, who were living in the North West and Yorkshire regions of England.

Research findings/outcomes: The central thesis of this paper is that the effectiveness of this legislation is severely hampered by a failure to take into account the multiple dimensions of disadvantage that recent marriage migrants face.

Recommendations/implications: N/A
Scope: The research was conducted in 2007 and included qualitative interviews with the participants. The working of a key concession within the Immigration Rules (2002) which theoretically offers an opportunity of exit to immigrant women facing domestic violence- the Domestic Violence Rule – is examined in light of the reality of South Asian women's experiences, including the nature of domestic violence they face, their patterns of help-seeking, pathways out of the abusive relationship and their experience of service provision.

Country: United Kingdom

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian NRPF (no recourse to public funds) immigrant women, the Domestic Violence rule.

Source: Author abstract

B39.
Sundari, A., Chopra, P., Farouk, W., Haq, Q., & Khan, S. (2008). Forgotten women: domestic violence, poverty and South Asian women with no recourse to public funds. Research report. Saheli. Available from: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/ukpoverty/downloads/forgottenwomen.pdf
Research focus/aims: This report documents research findings relevant to understanding the experiences of South Asian women who have survived domestic violence and who under the “Two Year Rule” 
 have No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF), the “forgotten women”. The overall aim of the study was to contribute to policy-making and service provision for such women.

Participants: A sample of 30 South Asian women who had experienced domestic violence and had

NRPF.

Key findings/outcomes: NPRF women face domestic violence and exploitation enforced by threats of destitution or deportation if they leave their abusers. One third of the women were not able to talk to anyone about their abuse because of the control exercised over every aspect of their lives and the fear of further violence. Many women did contact services but found the response to be inconsistent and variable. All the NRPF women who had left abusive relationships were living in extreme poverty and often in situations where they were extremely vulnerable to further exploitation and abuse. Due to lack of funds, many refuges refuse them accommodation. Many faced extreme isolation. Women who were accommodated in specialist refuges had the most positive evaluations of the services they received. The reasons included offering reassurances about confidentiality, advocacy and support in accessible languages, enabling disclosures, enabling access to other services and overcoming social isolation.

Recommendations/implications: The report recommends reforming state policy to extend to migrant women the basic rights that most resident women take for granted. It also makes a number of specific recommendations about how service provision could be improved including national guidelines on social service obligations to NRPF women, the provision of accommodation and better and more accessible information staff training, adequate legal aid and specialist domestic violence and outreach services. 

Scope: A participatory action research study which used a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods. The research focused on women who had approached agencies in the North West and Yorkshire regions of England and who were interviewed between January and June 2007. Eight specialist refuges for South Asian women also completed a questionnaire to document the numbers of South Asian women with NRPF who had contacted their agency to access their domestic violence services, the nature of the service response to their needs and their experiences of working with statutory services in supporting women with NRPF.

Country: England

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian women, NRPF women.

B40.
Taylor, N., & Putt, J. (2007). Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice. No. 345, Australian Institute of Criminology IM. Canberra: Australian Institute of Criminology. 

Research focus/aims: The paper summarises key findings from a multi-dimensional primarily qualitative research project involving collaborative community-based research which investigated the perceptions of women from indigenous and culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds who have experienced sexual violence in Australia. 

Participants: A sample of 50 indigenous and 268 CALD participants representing 46 countries of origin.

Key findings/outcomes: Factors perceived by support workers to increase the risk of sexual violence towards women from CALD backgrounds are: lack of family ties in Australia, pregnancy and social isolation, lack of permanent residency and fear of deportation if the woman does not cooperate with her partner, poor police and legal responses to requests for assistance, lack of awareness of rights, sense of obligation to stay in an abusive relationship, pressure to conform to cultural traditions of male dominance, little community knowledge of the rights of victims of domestic violence, socioeconomic disadvantage due to unemployment, poverty etc, cultural stereotypes that lead to some women being considered easy targets for sexual violence, participation in illegal or vulnerable activities such as prostitution, intellectual or physical disability.

CALD victim views on barriers to reporting sexual violence include not wanting to shame and embarrass the family and community, fear of losing a relationship if the perpetrator is the victim’s husband, not considering sexual violence by a husband to be a crime, or feeling obliged to be faithful and submit to his sexual needs, fear that such violence is indicative of a failed marriage and might be considered the victim’s fault, desire to keep the family intact and protect the children’s welfare, possible loss of family support, fear of humiliation by the police and the criminal justice system, fear of deportation, loss of confidentiality and privacy and fears resulting from adverse police experiences in their past. 

Recommendations/implications: A major reconsideration of how society should respond to sexual violence is needed especially when the victims are vulnerable and less likely to access services because of their cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Incentives for reporting sexual violence are needed, such as a sensitive and culturally appropriate response, access to female service providers and female police, access to appropriate interpreters, being clearly advised of court procedures and regularly updated on progress and having some confidence that outcomes will be consistent with expectations. Victim safety also needs to be assured. The writers also note a clear need to address fundamental attitudes and beliefs within particular communities about sexual violence and that this will require strong community leadership and the support of local community members.

Scope: See research focus above.

Country: Australia

Keywords: sexual violence, culturally and linguistically diverse communities, women, risk factors, barriers to reporting abuse.

B41.
Tran, C.G. (1997). Domestic violence among Vietnamese refugee women: Prevalence, abuse characteristics, psychiatric symptoms, and psychosocial factors. [image: image2.png]
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Research focus/aims: This study examined the following research questions: 1) What is the prevalence of domestic violence among Vietnamese women? 2) What characteristics differentiate abused from non-abused women? 3) Among abused women, what variables correlate with duration/severity of abuse?
Participants: A sample of 65 Vietnamese refugee women. Participants' mean age was 38.3, and mean years in the United States was 4.7.
Key findings/outcomes: The lifetime prevalence of abuse among the sample approximating the general population was 53.3%; the prevalence of current abuse was 36.7%. Analyses from t-tests, comparing all abused (N = 51) with non-abused (N = 14) women, revealed that abused women had significantly higher mean depression and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) scores and held more traditional attitudes towards sex roles and domestic violence. Abused women also reported significantly less partner occupational satisfaction, and higher mean frequencies of partner's drinking behaviour. Analyses among abused women (N = 51), using Pearson r correlations, revealed significant positive correlations between severity of abuse and anxiety, depression, and PTSD symptoms. Duration of abuse significantly and positively correlated with depression, somatic, and PTSD symptoms.
Recommendations/implications: This study has offered preliminary data on the problem of domestic violence among Vietnamese refugee women. Its findings allow comparisons to be made between Vietnamese and American battered women, and also have implications for clinical interventions and future research with Vietnamese women.
Scope: Information on duration and severity of abuse, psychiatric symptoms, sex role attitudes, attitudes towards domestic violence, and partners' occupational satisfaction and drinking behaviour were gathered for two samples of Vietnamese refugee women. One sample, consecutively recruited from a civic association, contained both abused (CN = 16) and non-abused (N = 14) women; this sample was used to determine the prevalence of abuse. The other sample, consecutively obtained from a domestic violence project, contained only abused women (N = 35). 
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Vietnamese women, prevalence, risk factors.
Source: PsycINFO Database Record. 

B42.
Wagner, H. (2009). [image: image4.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://csaweb113v.csa.com/ids70/view_record.php?id=4&recnum=2&log=from_res&SID=0277jr2ijn7nfchmafobrmqip4" Migration and violence against women. On invisible motives for migration and renegotiating the process of migration Anthropos, 2009. 104 (1):41–61.

Research focus/aims: This article examines domestic violence in the case of Ecuadorian migrants living in Spain and its influence on their decision to migrate.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/ outcomes: It is demonstrated that institutional help, including the possibility of pressing charges against a violent person, is an important resource for abused women. However, at the same time their vulnerability as (undocumented) female migrants with an often uncertain or male-dependent legal status restricts the female migrants' access to and the efficacy of these instruments. 
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Domestic violence affecting Ecuadorian women is analysed as a potential cause of migration. Next, the determining factors causing the decline of domestic relations, incitement of violence or renegotiation of violent gender relations in Spain are explored by looking at women's income, social networks, contested values and norms, official responses, different forms of assistance for abused women and their efficiency.

Country: Spain

Keywords: domestic violence, Ecuadorian migrant women, immigration status, help-seeking.

Source: Author abstract.

B43.
Williams, L., & Yu, M.K. (2006). Domestic violence in cross-border marriage: A case study from Taiwan. International Journal of Migration, Health & Social Care. 2 (3/4):58–69. 

Research focus/aims: This paper is concerned with the incidence of domestic violence among women in cross-border marriage, and uses Taiwan as a case study to illustrate some issues that make migrant women vulnerable to violence in the home. The writers use the example of Taiwan to describe a gendered form of migration that is now a global phenomenon, and use the phrase “women in cross-border marriage” to identify women whose migration to Taiwan has been facilitated by marriage to Taiwanese citizens. They also look at the intersection between domestic violence and cross-border marriage migration, and discuss how the experiences of domestic violence for migrant women may differ from the experiences of women in general. They consider the experience of migration as a risk factor for domestic violence, consider some issues for services working with women in cross-border marriage and look at some of the ways Taiwan has developed services to meet the needs of migrant women.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Many of the problems and vulnerabilities faced by women in cross-cultural marriages relate to their uncertain citizenship. Support services for cross-border marriage migrants are under-developed, and at present are top-down and service-led rather than user-led. Research is inconclusive about the educational attainment of the children of these marriages but little recognition has been given to promotion of mother-tongue language learning and passing on of the mother’s ethnic and cultural identity and heritage. In cases of separation children can be marginalised in both parents’ country. While the state benefits from women who have come to Taiwan to marry Taiwanese men, they are expected to integrate and little allowance is made for their own aspirations and heritage. 
Recommendations/ implications: It is important for statutory and voluntary agencies in Taiwan to work to change public attitudes and to reduce discrimination against women in cross-border marriages. Professionals need to develop new skills when working with women in cross-border marriages, and to learn cultural competence and how to work effectively in a multicultural society. Support services need to be aware of domestic violence against women who enter the country for the purpose of marriage. An aim must be to give these women a more secure status.

Scope: A discussion paper.

Country: Taiwan

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant women, inter-cultural marriage.

B44. 
Wurtzburg, Susan J. (2003). The Pacific Island community in New Zealand: domestic violence and access to justice. Criminal Justice Policy Review. Vol 14.3 pp423–446. Sage Publications

Research focus/aims: To examine whether the 1995 New Zealand Domestic Violence Act provides increased safety for Pacific Island women living in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Participants: A sample of 36 people who were working or had worked in the sector including, social workers, refuge volunteers, police, court workers, and 40 Pacific people, predominantly Samoan, many of whom had experienced violence. 

Key findings/outcomes: Pacific women in Christchurch continue to be penalised for both their gender and ethnic origin under the Domestic Violence Act. They may have only limited access to legal rights because of difficulties in communication with the police and many police downplay the language difficulties of Pacific people. Limited linguistic ability may also prejudice access to legal services. Further, the court is an alienating environment and cultural factors such as respect for elders may mean they seem to be agreeing with lawyers etc when in fact they are not. The reliance on the church and minister may have negative consequences as also may concern about shaming the family.

Recommendations/implications: Police officers need training to be better able to work appropriately with Pacific women and, with relevant agencies, need training in language issues. Church elders may need education in women’s legal entitlements and strategies need to be implemented that allow women better legal access. Police and the Courts need to learn more about the clients whose needs they serve. 

Scope: The research, which was part of a larger project focused on Pacific Island people and how they adapt Polynesian concepts and actions to a New Zealand context, was qualitative and included formal interviews and participant observation. A snowball sampling method involving social networks was used to find people willing to be interviewed.

Country: New Zealand and Samoa.

Keywords: domestic violence, Pacific women, NZ Domestic Violence Act, barriers to seeking help, interventions.

B45.
Yoshihama, M. (2001). Model minority demystified: Emotional costs of multiple victimizations in the lives of women of Japanese descent. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 3:3/4. pp. 201–224 

Research focus/aims: This population-based study investigated the prevalence of domestic violence and other types of interpersonal victimisation among a random sample of women of Japanese descent. 

Participants: Immigrants from Japan and Japanese Americans in Los Angeles. (Gender and number are not specified in abstract.)

Key findings/outcomes: This study found a high prevalence of domestic violence, as well as other types of violence, perpetrated by non-intimates. Differences by country of birth were found in some, but not all, types of victimisation. A larger proportion of Japan-born respondents reported experiencing contact and no-contact sexual violence perpetrated by non-intimates and witnessing their fathers' violence against their mothers. The severity of domestic violence experienced during the respondents' lifetimes was significantly associated with a higher degree of psychological distress.

Recommendations/implications: The findings question the commonly presumed image of the model minority and call for increased efforts to assess the history of domestic violence and other types of interpersonal victimisation when working with women of Japanese descent.

Scope: See above

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence; Japanese women, immigrants, prevalence.

Source: Journal abstract.

B46.
VicHealth (2007) Preventing violence before it occurs: A framework and background paper to guide the primary prevention of violence against women in Victoria. Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, Carlton, South Victoria, Australia.

Research focus/aims: This review of local, national and international research provides the background for developing primary prevention of violence against women in Victoria.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: VicHealth uses the expression “Culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities” to refer to refugees and migrant groups. They conclude that there is conflicting evidence as to whether violence against women is more common in CALD communities as a group. In Victoria, women from non-English speaking backgrounds were less likely to report physical violence than their English-speaking counterparts, and equally likely to report sexual violence. This may be due in part because CALD women are less likely to define acts as violence or to disclose violence to interviewers. Respondents from CALD backgrounds tended to define violence more narrowly than their English-speaking background counterparts. Violence against women may also increase among individuals, communities and whole societies experiencing the transition from a more traditional organisation of gender roles and relationships to roles and relationships that are less rigidly defined and where power distribution is more gender symmetrical. This transition is a feature of the migration and settlement experience of many new arrivals to Australia. This increased risk is of a temporary nature and the transition can be facilitated through timely primary prevention effort.

The review found a higher level of support for attitudes linked with the acceptance and perpetration of violence against women in CALD communities and especially among men from CALD communities. This support was higher among respondents arriving after 1980 than before that time (even after controlling for other factors), possibly confirming that the differences between CALD communities and wider communities in exposure to at least some violence-related risk factors was likely to diminish with time spent in Australia. 

A small but significant proportion of settlers to Victoria were refugees, originating from conflict zones around the world, where they are likely to have had a high level of exposure to known risk factors for violence prior to their arrival, including economic deprivation, disruption to cultural and social organisation, traumatic experiences and witnessing or being subject to violence. Refugee arrivals were also particularly vulnerable to economic and social marginalisation in the early years of settlement. The researchers state that prevention effort in CALD communities needs to be tailored to the needs of specific communities as there is considerable global variation in the organisation of gender relations and in social norms relating to both gender relations and violence, and some migrants and refugees originate from countries where there is a greater degree of gender inequality, more rigid adherence to gender roles, greater cultural support for violence against women and considerably higher rates of violence against women than is the case in Australia. These differences are also likely to be reflected among migrant and refugee groups in Australia. 

Recommendations/implications: The researchers argue for targeting primary prevention efforts at CALD communities because the influences of class, ethnicity and disadvantage intersect to make CALD women more vulnerable to ongoing violence and its impacts once it has started. They recommended the following strategies of primary prevention: 

· interventions to be based on an understanding of local conditions and perceived needs and to be culturally and linguistically relevant

· the importance of a multi-level approach addressing both norms and behaviours as well as broader social and economic conditions, such as racism, social isolation and other factors contributing to marginalisation of CALD communities

· the importance of engaging communities in planning and implementing interventions; the need to target men in these communities particularly

· the benefits of engaging key community and religious leaders through both cultural and faith-based institutions

· the benefits of implementing primary prevention in ways that promote cultural sustainability and respect diversity while at the same rejecting notions of violence as culturally legitimate. This may involve, for instance, using positive messages which reinforce cultural and community values, such as family harmony and healthy relationships (as opposed to confronting messages). On the other hand, strategies based purely on traditional sanctions may not necessarily do enough to protect women

· the importance of implementing initiatives for the primary prevention of violence against women with a broader package of responses addressing the needs of these communities.

Scope: See above

Country: Victoria, Australia

Keywords: domestic violence; CALD, immigrants, prevalence.

Source: VicHealth website.

Intimate partner violence

C1.
Abraham, M. (2000). Speaking the unspeakable: Marital violence among South Asian immigrants in the United States. Rutgers University Press. Chapel Hill. North Carolina.

Research focus/aims: This book provides a comprehensive discussion of marital violence among South Asians, an ethnic community often labelled a "model minority" in the United States. The focus is on South Asian women's experiences of domestic violence, defined by the author as physical, sexual, verbal, mental, or economic coercion, power, or control perpetrated on a woman by her spouse or extended kin.

Participants: Twenty-five women from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh who had been abused within marriage, gave unstructured tape interviews from 1991–1993. 

Key findings/outcomes: Abraham explains how immigration issues, cultural assumptions, and unfamiliarity with the American social, legal, and economic systems, coupled with stereotyping, make these women especially vulnerable to domestic violence. Through the actual stories of South Asian women, we learn of their weaknesses and strengths and their encounters of domestic violence within the larger cultural, social, economic, and political context. We see both the individual strategies of resistance against their abusers as well as the pivotal role South Asian women's help organisations play in helping these women escape abusive relationships. Abraham also describes the central role played by South Asian activism as it emerged in the 1980s in the United States, and addresses the practices both within and outside of the South Asian community that stereotype, discriminate, and oppress South Asians in their everyday lives. 

Recommendations/implications: Abraham argues for a more holistic approach to domestic violence by scholars, activists, and policy makers.

Scope: A sociological study which has used the in-depth narratives of the women to document the cultural and ethnic complexities of marital violence within the South Asian immigrant community. 

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian immigrant women, experiences of violence.

Source: Publisher’s reviews.

C2.
Abraham, M. (2000). Isolation as a form of marital violence: The South Asian immigrant experience. Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless. 9(3):221–236.

Research focus/aims: Isolation and marital violence amongst South Asian immigrants. 

Participants: A sample of 29 abused South Asian immigrant women in the US. 

Key findings/outcomes: Three different levels of isolation are explained. The first level involves the quality of a woman's relationship with her spouse; the second is related to the frequency and quality of social interaction with friends, relatives, and co-workers; the third is explained in terms of the level of access to and participation in the ethnic community and other formal institutions.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: Data from unstructured interviews and narratives was used.

Country: United States

Keywords: marital violence, South Asian immigrants, isolation;

Source: Journal abstract.

C3.
Abu-Ras, W. (2007). Cultural beliefs and service utilization by battered Arab immigrant women. Violence Against Women. 13(10):1002–1028.
Research focus/aims: This study examines the relationship between cultural beliefs and the utilisation of services among Arab immigrant women.
Participants: A sample of 67 immigrant Arab women 18 years or older from a Middle Eastern or North African country of origin who were or had been married, and who had experienced at least one act of violence during the 12 months prior to the study. 

Key findings/outcomes: Domestic violence is a serious problem in the Arab immigrant community. All participants (N = 67) reported at least one act of partner abuse resulting in a consultation with various formal services. Significant correlations were found between the holding of traditional attitudes toward gender in general and wife battering in particular by the women and the utilisation of formal mental (r = .32, p = < .001), social (r = .29, p < .05), and legal (r = .38, p = < .001) services. The participants were much more likely to have availed themselves of family, legal, and/or medical services than mental health or social services. The findings also show that community-based organisations with their more tailored approaches have an important role to play in reducing domestic violence.

Recommendations/implications: Persons planning and managing mainstream service delivery systems must take into consideration the diverse cultural beliefs and values of their communities and gain more familiarity with Arab culture and Islamic values. One goal should be the dissemination of information to the Arab-American community about battered women’s legal rights, English as a Second Language instruction, access to economic resources, as well as the availability of free or affordable culturally sensitive services. Low literacy rates among Arab immigrant women make it especially important for broadcast media resources to become involved. An effort must also be made to reach Arab immigrant men with the message that such violence can never be justified. Counseling services are clearly needed for the perpetrators of domestic violence, with consideration for the cultural aspects of this problem. Consideration needs to be given to not only the social roots of this behavior, but cultural and Islamic religious institutions which might assist in propagating information.

Scope: The participants were interviewed prior to 9/11 (World Trade Center terrorist attack) so the attitudes of Arab American women post-9/11, which may have been affected by this event, were outside the scope of this study. Those interviewed were from a group of eighty-six Arab immigrant women from the Dearborn area chosen from a list of more than 120 clients of ACCESS’s Domestic Violence Prevention Project (DVPP) and contacted by the DVPP coordinator. 

The average number of years of residence in the US was 10, ranging from less than a year to 29 years.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Arab immigrant women, cultural factors, services utilization.
C4.
Acevedo, M. J. (2000). Battered, immigrant Mexican women's perspectives regarding abuse and help-seeking. Journal of Multicultural Social Work. 8(3–4):243–282. 
Research focus/aims: The aims of this research were;1) to determine the degree to which the identified cultural factors influenced battered, immigrant Mexican women’s perceptions and attitudes about spousal abuse and their subsequent help-seeking behaviour,r and 2) to provide more specific information about immigrant status and related psycho-social stressors and how these factors influenced their help-seeking behaviour. 

Participants: The research was limited to a sample of 10 battered immigrant Mexican women. 

Key findings/outcomes: Participants’ attitudes about seeking help were influenced more by cultural factors (e.g., gender-role expectation, familialism) than by psycho-social stressors (e.g., immigrant status, financial dependency). Children’s welfare played an important role in women’s decisions about seeking help, both as a deterrent and a motivating factor. Women’s attitudes about their own abuse were more tolerant than their attitudes about hypothetical situations involving others. Changes in women’s attitudes about abuse reflected changes only after some type of intervention had taken place. The majority of the women in the sample had misconceptions or were uninformed about shelters. 

Recommendations/implications: The findings suggest a number of practice implications for social policy. These are: that women may be more receptive to psycho-educational groups in which they share their experiences of domestic violence and discuss appropriate responses than public service announcements delivered in a culturally insensitive fashion; emphasising the importance of seeking help because of the impact on the family may be more effective than emphasising the effect on the individual; family-focused prevention, intervention and treatment efforts incorporating the abuser may increase the likelihood of women seeking out domestic violence services; television and radio may be more efficient and effective in disseminating information (in Spanish) about domestic violence; and complete and accurate information about sources of assistance should be widely disseminated. 

Scope: A qualitative pilot study which employed in-depth ethnographic interviews. The research was limited to a sample of ten battered immigrant Mexican women, separated from their batterers, who were engaged in a family preservation programme run by the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Mexican immigrant women, attitudes, help-seeking.

C5.
Adames, S.B., & Campbell, R. (2005). Immigrant Latinas' conceptualizations of intimate partner violence. Violence Against Women. 11(10):1341–1364. 

Research focus/aims: This study explored the experiences of immigrant Latinas in regard to their relationships with their partners and their views on intimate partner violence (IPV) in their communities. The focus was on the perceptions of Latina women regarding the factors influencing the quality of relationships in the immigrant Latino community, their definition and knowledge of IPV, and their experiences of IPV. 
Participants: Eight first-generation Mexican immigrant women who had lived in the United States between 2 and 13 years.
Key findings/outcomes: Results showed that Latinas were not only knowledgeable about IPV, but also perceived the poor quality of intimate relationships and the prevalence of IPV in their community. Among the factors identified as impacting intimate relationships within Latino communities and leading to IPV was the gender disparity that pervades Latino cultures. The findings suggest that violence intervention efforts should focus on the underlying environmental and cultural elements that enable IPV in Latino communities.
Recommendations/implications: The small sample size of the current study invites future research with expanded Latino samples. 

Scope: The findings are based on semi-structured qualitative interviews conducted with the participants. 

Country: United States
Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latina women, perceptions, experiences. 

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=232800
C6.
Ahmad, F., Riaz,S., Barata, P., & Stewart, D.E. (2004). Patriarchal beliefs and perceptions of abuse among South Asian immigrant women. Violence Against Women. 10(3):262 – 282.

Research focus/aims: To empirically investigate the relationship between South Asian immigrant women’s patriarchal beliefs and their perceptions of spousal abuse. 
Participants: A sample of 47 South Asian women.

Key findings/outcomes: Women who agreed with patriarchal social norms were less likely to see spousal abuse as abuse. The study provided empirical evidence that women’s acceptance of patriarchal norms predicts their own perception of what is spousal abuse. This has several implications as women who accept patriarchal norms may be at greater risk for continued abuse and may delay active coping or help seeking. The findings emphasise the pivotal role of awareness and education about patriarchy in the empowerment of women.
Recommendations/implications: There is a need for socio-culturally sensitive education and awareness programmes for the South Asian immigrant community on violence against women as well as information about existing resources. Primary prevention should include education that challenges patriarchal beliefs in the community, and promote equity in gender relations and informed decision making across diverse cultural groups. 

Scope: The research was limited to women from South Asia who were 18 years of age and older, and who could speak English, Urdu or Hindi, and were or had been in an intimate partner relationship. They were drawn from a stratified sample of 600 phone numbers. There was a 28% response rate from those eligible to participate. Participants were read a vignette that depicted an abusive situation and were asked whether they felt that the woman in the vignette was a victim of spousal abuse.
Country: Canada

Keywords: intimate partner violence, South Asian women, immigrants, cultural influences.

C7.
Ahn, B. (2002). The perceptions of and attitudes toward partner abuse among first generation Korean-Americans: Their relationships to the incidence of partner abuse. PhD thesis. Louisiana State University

Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of perceptions and attitudes toward partner abuse, and various demographic characteristics, had on partner abuse among first generation Korean-Americans.

Participants: A sample of 223 Korean immigrant adults.

Key findings/outcomes: Domestic violence among Korean-Americans was highly prevalent. Demographic characteristics such as gender, age, religion, occupation and the length of residence in the United States were related to the occurrences of domestic violence. Korean men were more physically violent, whereas Korean women were more verbally abusive than their partners. Also, the younger the individuals, the more abusive acts they employed. Generally, Confucians and Buddhists were more abusive than Protestants, and the unemployed and labourers were more abusive than professionals. The longer individuals had resided in the United States, the less abusive they tended to be. There were significant relationships between various perceptions of domestic violence and the actual experiences with domestic violence.

Recommendations/implications: In addition to recommendations related to future research, the writer makes a number of recommendations to address the issue of domestic violence in the Korean community: 1) community leaders be educated on the issue so that they in turn can speak out and educate their communities about domestic violence, 2) Korean-American community public campaigns on the effects of domestic violence be conducted in Korean and delivered by Koreans, 3) individual counselling of domestic violence victims include individual counselling, 4) treatment programmes for couples focus on the theme of gender socialisation and how this influences intimate male-female relationships.

Scope: The study employed a co-relational explanatory design using a cross-sectional survey technique. A three part instrument was used for the data collection. Part 1 measured the perception of and attitudes towards domestic violence among Korean-Americans, part 2 measured the incidence and nature of domestic violence and part 3 gathered demographic information. 

Country: USA.

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Korean immigrants, attitudes.

C8.
Aldarondo, E., Kaufman, K. G., & Jasinski, J. L. (2002)."A risk marker analysis of wife assault in Latino families." Violence Against Women, 8(4), 429–454. 

Research focus/aims: The authors studied commonly recognised risk markers for wife assault such as age, verbal aggression, violence in family of origin, family income, relationship conflict, and marital status, among others. Mexican, Mexican American, and Puerto Rican families were compared to Anglo-American families.

Participants: A sample of 653 women and 539 men.

Key findings/outcomes: The rate of wife assault was higher among Mexican Americans and Puerto Ricans than among Mexicans and Anglo Americans. Mexican and Mexican American women reported lower violence rates than the men in those groups. The authors believe that fear of deportation, discrimination, dedication to children and family, and shame may be important barriers for immigrant women to report violence and seek help. Mexican men were found to be younger and less verbally aggressive than men from other groups and Mexican families reported lower levels of conflict in their relationships than families in other groups. For Mexican men, high levels of conflict and experiencing violence in their families of origin increased their risk for using violence against their partners. In Mexican American families, relationship conflict and lack of economic resources increased the risk for wife assault. For Puerto Ricans, only the woman's report of relationship violence increased the risk for wife assault. In contrast to what other researchers have found, this study did not find that age was a significant risk marker in Latino families (although it was for Anglo American families, when reported by the women). Witnessing violence in the family of origin increased the risk for wife assault in Anglo American families, whereas experiencing violence in the family of origin did so for Mexican families.

Recommendations/implications: Research with Latino communities must study both generic and culture-specific variables that may be related to wife assault, given the enormous diversity within Latino populations.

Scope: Data from a national survey was used.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latinos, risk markers.

Source: http://www.dvalianza.org/resor/views_child_abuse.htm. ALIANZA (National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence

C9.
Ammar, N.H. (2007). Wife battery in Islam: A comprehensive understanding of interpretations. Violence Against Women. 13(5):516 to 526.

Research focus/aims: This article presents a comprehensive discussion of Islamic interpretations of wife-beating in an attempt to fill a gap in the English literature for advocates who work with Muslim battered immigrant women in the United States. The hope is that future research will work on testing these classifications with more empirical data on Muslim women’s conditions.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Four schools of interpretations of domestic violence emerged in Islam. The schools are classified based on the severity of the patriarchal values reflected in the structural relationship between men (husbands) and women (wives) within the family and the general society. These schools offer opinions that range from viewing Islam as condoning wife beating to one where the phrase “beat them” is found to mean many things, but not hitting. These schools of interpretation of wife beating in Islam are not expressions of a one-sided societal evolution whereby the most patriarchal existed in the past and the most intolerant of violence prevails in contemporary society. In reality, these interpretations coexist. Their coexistence is the result of an ideological challenge between the effort of some Muslim women and men to focus on the “ethics of care” for all within the roots of Islam and an increasing Islamization of all sectors of society, including women’s rights.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: A paper discussing the four schools of varying Islamic interpretations of wife-beating.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Muslim immigrant women, Islamic law. 
C10.
Ammar, N.H., Orloff, L.E., Dutton, M.A., & Aguilar-Hass, G. (2005). Calls to police and police response: A case study of Latina immigrant women in the USA. International Journal of Police Science & Management. 7(4):230–244.

Research focus/aims: Utilising the experiences of battered Latina immigrant women who had contacted police for assistance in potentially violent situations, this study examined the factors leading battered immigrant Latina women to call police for assistance and the barriers that exist to seeking help from law enforcement.

Participants: A sample of 230 battered immigrant Latina women who were experiencing violence. 

Key findings/outcomes: The results show that the number of times and frequency of contacting the police among battered immigrant Latina women was far less than would be expected, based on their experiences with intimate partner violence. Eight factors were identified as significant and thereby important in understanding the motivating factors leading battered immigrant Latina women to call the police for help from their intimate violent partner. These were: the length of time the women had lived in the United States; their current involvement in an intimate relationship; the immigration status of the women; the severity of violence experienced; the frequency of the battering; previous experience with injury; children’s exposure to violence; and the existence of predominantly female support systems. The legal status of the battered immigrant Latina, and her children’s exposure to domestic violence, were the most significant factors leading to the calling of the police. Policing strategies in responding to intimate violence problems in immigrant populations do not reflect a careful understanding of the factors that contribute to battered immigrant women’s willingness to call the police. Generally, police do not treat the call from the battered immigrant women seriously or appropriately. One of the key reasons is the lack of communication due to the language barrier. 

Recommendations/ implications: There is a need to better incorporate immigration as an additional factor in understanding intimate partner violence and help-seeking from police. The writers propose more thorough diversity training of police focusing particularly on immigrant battered women; the availability of interpreters for such calls within the immigrant communities; educating of the police about appropriate culturally based services available in their communities and better understanding of immigration options for battered immigrant women, including the protections afforded by the Violence Against Women Act.

Scope: The research consisted of interviews with 230 battered immigrant Latina women who were experiencing violence. The analysis examined the factors contributing to the extent, frequency and readiness of the women to call the police. The police response to and the effect of seeking help by battered immigrant Latina women on arrest of the perpetrator were also explored.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latinas, police intervention, police effectiveness.

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=235432 and Journal abstract
C11. 
Baba, S., & Murray, S.B. (2003). Spousal abuse: Vietnamese children's reports of parental violence. Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare. 30(3):97(27). 
Research focus/aims: This study examined domestic violence patterns in Vietnamese parents' marital relationships. Research objectives included: 1) gaining an understanding of spousal abuse among Vietnamese couples; and 2) assessing which variables (demographic characteristics, decision-making power, and cultural adaptation, beliefs in traditional gender roles, and conflicts in the family) are correlated with spousal abuse.
Participants: A sample of 131 Vietnamese students.

Key findings/outcomes: Findings suggest that although both parents used reasoning, mental abuse and physical abuse in their marital relationships, Vietnamese fathers were more likely to be physically abusive than mothers. Approximately 30 to 80% of Vietnamese fathers and mothers experienced mental abuse (insult, refuse to talk, and cry), and 15 to 50% of them experienced physical abuse (e.g., slap. kick, hit, and push) in their marital relationships. Overall, the sources of marital conflicts appear to be strongly related to the areas of cooking/ cleaning and social activities. Fathers who have higher education make decisions together, agree on the issues (e.g., managing money and decisions about their children) and are more likely to use reasoning to solve problems. Fathers who have lower education do not make decisions together and do not agree on the issues. Unlike fathers, mothers who have adopted American cultural values are more likely to abuse their spouses mentally than those mothers who have not embraced American culture. However, mothers who have traditional gender roles are more likely to abuse their spouses physically than those who do not embrace traditional gender roles.
Recommendations/implications: To overcome the limitations of the research, and to gain insight into the dynamics of the marital relationship, there is a need to conduct direct and in-depth interviews with fathers and mothers, which complement their children's observations. Future research also needs to measure more accurately immigrants' cultural variables by examining, for example, perceptions of gender roles in specific contexts in relation to domestic violence. Studies of domestic violence in immigrant and refugee families must be accompanied by analyses of the historical, cultural, political, social and economic contexts surrounding immigration.
Scope: An exploratory study. Surveys were administered to Vietnamese students at a local state University using a mailed questionnaire. A list of all 2,136 Vietnamese undergraduate students (N=2,136) was obtained and 721 students (30% of 2,136) were randomly selected from the list. Of those 721 students, 131 students (18%) returned questionnaires.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese, domestic violence patterns.
C12. 
Barata, P., McNally, M.J., Stewart, D.E. (2005). Portuguese immigrant women’s perspectives on wife abuse: A cross-generational comparison. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 20(9):1132–1150.

Research focus/aims: To understand what first and second generation Portuguese women believe about wife abuse and what actions they believe are appropriate for an abused wife.
Participants: Eighty first generation and 54 second generation women, whether or not they had suffered abuse.
Key findings/outcomes: Overall, participants defined wife abuse broadly, did not approve of wife abuse, were most likely to believe that women should seek external help, and did not hold strong patriarchal beliefs. However, a number of generational differences were found. Second generation women were more likely to label an abusive behavior as abuse, and first generation women were more likely to approve of abuse, endorse indirect or traditional options to deal with wife abuse, and hold stronger patriarchal beliefs.

Recommendations/ implications: The research suggests that more community specific research can lead to more effective prevention strategies and accessible services. Future research should explore more about Portugese women’s perceptions of their roles and what the community expects of them, and prevention strategies need to validate women’s experience. 

Scope: A descriptive study. Not a random sample – a multifaceted approach to recruitment was taken. The researcher read the questionnaire items aloud in one-on-one meetings.

Country: Canada

Key Words: intimate partner violence, Portuguese women, immigrants, beliefs.

C13. 
Bhuyan, R. (2008). The production of the “Battered Immigrant” in public policy and domestic violence advocacy. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 23(2):153–170. 

Research focus/aims: This article examines how the difference in signification
 has direct social and political consequences with regard to who may access the benefits and protection offered to victims of domestic violence in the United States.
Participants: A sample of 14 domestic violence advocates and immigration lawyers who work with South Asian women. 

Key findings/outcomes: The requirements needed to gain successful application for the battered spouse waiver, although intended to help survivors of domestic violence, perpetuate disciplinary practices of the state towards producing compliant and productive citizen subjects. Battered immigrants are often trapped by regulatory state policies as well as by abusive partners. Many groups of immigrants remain cut off from the social and health services critical for survivors of domestic violence who suffer economic hardship.

Recommendations/implications: None as such but the writer notes that efforts to improve the safety net for all immigrants would ensure battered immigrants a basic minimum standard of support and humanity. 

Scope: An ethnographic study using focus group and semi-structured interviews. The research also involved discourse analysis of immigration and analysis of other relevant documents and participant observation at domestic violence advocacy with immigrants training sessions.

Country: United States. 

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian women, immigrants, advocacy, public policy, Violence Against Women Act.

C14.
Bui, H. (2005). Perceptions of intimate violence and attitudes toward interventions. The role of acculturation. Journal of Ethnicity in Criminal Justice. 3(4):1–27. 

Research focus/aims: This study investigates the effects of perceptions of intimate violence, knowledge of domestic violence policies, and attitudes toward domestic violence interventions among Vietnamese Americans. The focus is to understand how adaptation and acculturation affect their perceptions of the seriousness of intimate

violence in the Vietnamese community, their knowledge of intervention policies, and their support for government and criminal justice interventions.

Participants: Data for the study were drawn from the telephone survey of a random sample of Vietnamese Americans selected in four locations in the United States. 440 surveys were completed, 246 from women (56%) and 194 from men. 97.5% were born in Vietnam.

Key findings/outcomes: Data analyses indicate that Vietnamese Americans tend to view intimate violence as a problem and strongly support government interventions, but they are not likely to support criminal justice interventions. Perceptions of the problems and attitudes toward interventions are not significantly affected by all indicators of acculturation. Particularly, English proficiency has no significant effects on all dependent variables. On the other hand, knowledge of domestic violence policies significantly increases support for government interventions in general and for criminal justice interventions in particular.

Recommendations/ implications: The study suggests the importance of understanding acculturation within the social, cultural, and political contexts of the immigrant community, as well as the importance of social integration and public education in improving knowledge about domestic violence and intervention policies among immigrants.

Scope: The research population, from which potential participants were randomly

selected, was drawn from a list of Vietnamese surnames found in telephone directories. Depending on the county the response rate varied from 36-45%. In addition to demographic characteristics the survey asked participants about their perceptions of the seriousness of intimate violence among Vietnamese Americans, their knowledge of intimate violence policies, and their attitudes toward interventions in general and criminal justice interventions in particular. Each survey took 20 to 30 minutes..
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese Americans, perceptions, acculturation.

C15.
Bui, H.B., & Morash, M. (1999). Domestic violence in the Vietnamese immigrant community: An exploratory study. Violence Against Women, 5(7):769 – 795.

Research focus/aims: This study examined domestic violence in Vietnamese American families, focusing on changes in socioeconomic structure and culture to identify factors associated with wife abuse.
Participants: A sample of 20 Vietnamese women–10 were in an abusive relationship, of which some were in a shelter, and 10 of a similar social background were not known to be battered. Time spent in the US ranged from 6–22 years.
Key findings/outcomes: Husbands' patriarchal beliefs and dominant positions in the family and conflicts about changing norms and values between husbands and wives were found to be related to wife abuse. The study suggests that class, culture, gender, and immigration status could simultaneously affect women's experience of violence by husbands. For Vietnamese Americans, women's economic contributions could not reduce husbands' dominant positions and violence, but economic hardship could prevent women from leaving an abusive relationship. Traditional family values, beliefs in traditional female roles, and perceptions about racial discrimination could also prevent Vietnamese American women from relying on the formal system to cope with abuse. 
Recommendations/implications: Additional research with larger samples and studies on family violence in other immigrant groups to understand women’s varied experiences of abuse. 

Scope: An exploratory study using a small purposive sample.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Vietnamese women, associated factors.

C16. 
Bui, H., & Morash, M. (2008). Immigration, masculinity, and intimate partner violence from the standpoint of domestic violence service providers and Vietnamese-origin women. Feminist Criminology. 3(3.):191 – 215.

Research focus/aims: Vietnamese immigrants to the United States enter a context characterized by a greater variety of culturally supported gender identities, a changed array of employment opportunities for both women and men, and problems related to language and adaptation. This qualitative research was aimed at finding out how men’s ideas about masculinity, as women see them expressed through words and actions, and the resources available to accomplish masculinity, explain violence against women. 

Participants: A sample of 13 service providers and 155 Vietnamese immigrant women.

Key findings/outcomes: The findings suggest a complex relationship among job market context, changing norms about appropriate feminine behavior, immigration adaptation, masculinity, and men's violence against intimate partners. During immigration resettlement, men's economic status can worsen, there can be gender role reversals, and men can feel a profound loss of power and social status. Aggression is one way to overcome the perceived loss of one form of masculine identity through a symbolic reassertion of power and privilege as it is constructed in Vietnamese culture and reinforced by aspects of US culture.

Recommendations/ implications: The findings suggest that interventions into domestic violence require not only increasing economic opportunities for immigrants to reduce adaptation stress, but also changing gender relations that do not reproduce the belief in male supremacy and men's control of women as part of masculine identity. 
Scope: Data came from in-depth interviews with Vietnamese immigrant women who were married to or had an intimate relationship with a Vietnamese immigrant man, drawn from several geographic areas and recruited through referrals from service agencies and civic organisations for immigrants, snowball sampling and a Vietnamese radio talk show. The median time they had spent in the States was 8 years. Data was also provided from a focus group of service providers for abused Vietnamese immigrants. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese women, associated factors.
C17. 
Caetano, R., Schafer, J., Clark, C.L., Cunradi, C.B., & Raspberry, K. (2000). Intimate partner violence, acculturation, and alcohol consumption among Hispanic couples in the United States. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 15(30):30–45.

Research focus and aims: To assess the association among partner violence, acculturation, and drinking patters with particular focus on the incongruity of acculturation status between US Hispanic couples, while controlling for sociodemographic and other significant variables highlighted in the literature. 

Participants: A sample of 527 couples in which both partners identified as Hispanic.

Key findings/outcomes: The findings indicate high rates of violence among Hispanic couples. The rates of male-to-female and female-to-male partner violence (MFPV and FMPV, respectively) were highest in the medium acculturation group, followed by the high acculturation group and the low acculturation group. Multiple logistic regression analyses indicate that couples with at least one medium acculturated couple member were 3 times more likely to experience MFPV than couples with two low acculturated partners. Intimate partner violence among medium acculturated individuals may be the result of the difficulties of negotiating between cultures without the support of a strong social network.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The participants were drawn from a household probability sample of 1,635 representative married or cohabiting couples in the 48 contiguous United States.

Country: United States

Keywords:, intimate partner violence, Hispanic couples, acculturation, alcohol consumption. 

C18. 
Choudry, S. (1996). Pakistani women’s experience of domestic violence in Great Britain. Research Findings No 43. Home Office Research and Statistics Database. Downloaded 07.07.09 from: http://www.iiav.nl/ezines//DivTs/ResearchFindings/1996/No43.pdf

Research focus/aims: The particular difficulties faced by women in the Pakistani

community in the UK suffering from domestic violence.

Participants: A sample of 14 Pakistani women.

Key findings/outcomes: The Pakistani women interviewed felt they faced dishonour and rejection within their own community if their marriages failed – even if this was a result of domestic violence. Many of the women felt that the violence they suffered had, at best, been ignored and, at worst, instigated or encouraged by their mother-in-law or sisters-in-law, in order that they might retain their power in the household. Problems with language, a lack of knowledge about their rights, and restrictions on their personal freedom outside the family home made it extremely difficult for some of the women interviewed to seek help from outside agencies. The “One Year Rule” 
 can make it extremely difficult for women formerly resident in Pakistan to leave a violent relationship as they believe that they risk deportation.

Recommendations/implications: Further work is required to increase knowledge about the extent and nature of domestic violence within all minority ethnic communities and to evaluate the ability of relevant agencies to respond equally to the needs of all groups.

Scope: An in-depth study of wife abuse within the Pakistani community resident in Newham. The fourteen women were interviewed in depth; seven had made contact either with the police or Newham Action Against Domestic Violence, a voluntary agency; the remaining seven women had not contacted anyone about their situation. These women were contacted directly through informal networking in the community. 

Country: Great Britain

Keywords: domestic violence, Pakistani women, migrants, government policy.

C19.
Conneely, S. (1998). Domestic violence and the right to asylum. Family Law. Vol.28. 761–764.

Research focus/aims: The article describes the implications of legal decisions in cases concerning Pakistani women married to violent men who asserted that if they were returned to Pakistan they would be accused falsely of adultery and examines the potential for asylum as an escape route in cases of domestic violence. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The women argued that they would be outcasts from society and at risk from the provisions of Sharia law. They sought to establish refugee status on the grounds of having a well-founded fear of persecution as a member of a particular social group and/or holding a political opinion.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: N/A

Country: United Kingdom

Source: Social Care Online abstract

C20. 
Dasgupta, S. D. (Ed.) (2007). Body evidence: Intimate violence against South Asian women in America. New Brunswick, New Jersey. Rutgers University Press

Research focus/aims: The writers explicate the meanings of sexuality, class, ethnicity, gender and legal status in the struggle to end violence against women in intimate relationships.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The first part of the book outlines the dynamics of domestic violence for South Asian women in America. The importance of the family unit, the shame of divorce, the role of the mother-in-law in controlling her daughter-in-law’s behaviour and a range of other cultural specifics affect a South Asian woman’s experience of domestic violence and her ability to escape it. The particular circumstances of Muslim women and Nepali women are outlined and the control of female sexuality and sexual violence discussed. The anti-Muslim backlash after 11 September 2001 (the World Trade Center terrorist attack) may have increased levels of domestic violence, but made reporting it even more problematic. The second part of the book addresses anti-domestic violence work, including work addressing mental health, eating disorders, child sex abuse and violence against lesbians. Results of research on attitudes to domestic violence in the Jain community are reported. The third part considers how the South Asian women fare in the American legal system. The role of expert evidence about Indian culture is considered, as is the plight of South Asian women on H-1B (dependent spouse) visas and battered South Asian women before the courts. Finally, the book considers both national and transnational advocacy for H-1B visa holders, Bangladeshi victims of acid violence and victims of sexual exploitation.
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: This book is a collection of eighteen essays on domestic and other violence against South Asian women in America, more than twenty scholars and public health professionals uncover the unique challenges faced by victims of domestic violence in South Asian American communities.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, South Asian, immigrant women, cultural influences, prevention, government policies.

Source: Australian Domestic and Family Violence Clearinghouse website.

C21.
Dasgupta, S, D., & Warrier, S. (1996). In the footsteps of "Arundhati": Asian Indian women's experience of domestic violence in the United States, Violence Against Women. 2(3):238 – 259.

Research focus/aims: The ideologies and conditions that form the realities of the lives of Asian Indian immigrant battered women.
Participants: Twelve highly educated women from India who had sought outside help due to spousal abuse were interviewed for this study. Ten women in this group were foreign born, and two were brought up in the United States.
Key findings/outcomes: The most important factor in these women's lives seemed to be childhood indoctrination into the ideals of "good" wife and mother that include sacrifice of personal freedom and autonomy. Although the majority of women worked as professionals, economic independence did not seem to provide them with a sense of empowerment. Furthermore, they felt responsible for the reputation of their families in India, were eager not to compromise their families' honour with a divorce, and operated under the added pressures of preserving traditions and presenting an "unblemished" image of the community to the US mainstream.
Recommendations/implications:

Scope: A qualitative study - the interviews, encompassing early socialisation to life as an immigrant, were analysed to tease out elements that affect women's experiences of intimate violence. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Indian, cultural factors.

C22.
 Erez, E., & Bach, S., (2003). Immigration, domestic violence, and the military: The case of "Military Brides" Violence Against Women. 9(9):1093–1117

Research focus/aims: This study addresses the abuse experiences of immigrant women married or engaged to US servicemen and the response of military social service and legal systems.
Participants: A sample of 10 immigrant women who were intimate partners of service members. 

Key findings/outcomes: The findings confirm the role of military context, culture, and priorities in the abuse and the military systems' responses. The immigration circumstances and status interact with the military context to compound the abuse, further marginalise victims/survivors, and weaken the military social service and legal systems' response. The implications of the findings for military efforts to address domestic violence within the ranks are discussed. 

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: In-depth interviews were conducted with the participants. Emerging themes were identified in the data, and the inter-sectionality of immigration status and military spouse or intimate partner status in the lives of these women was explored.
Country: United States

Key words: domestic violence, immigrant women, military brides.

C23. 
Gao, W., Paterson. J., Abbott, M., Carter, S., & Iusitini, L. (2008). Pacific Islands families study: Intimate partner violence and postnatal depression. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, Original paper. 

Research focus/aims: The present study examined the association between maternal intimate partner violence (IPV) and postnatal depression (PND) 6 weeks after giving birth.
Participants: A sample of 1,085 Pasifika mothers in married or de-facto partnerships.
Key findings/outcomes: Women who were victims of physical violence were more likely to report postnatal depressive symptoms than those who were not (29.6% vs. 10.9%, OR: 3.44, 95% CI: 2.42, 4.97). The adjusted odds remained statistically significant (OR: 2.34, 95% CI: 1.52, 3.60). Findings suggest that being the victim of physical violence more than doubles the risk of PND.
Recommendations/implications: No specific recommendations were made but the results of the study may help to develop culturally appropriate social services and policies for Pacific women. 

Scope: Data were gathered from the Pacific Islands Families Study. Mothers of a cohort of Pacific infants born in Auckland, New Zealand during 2000 were interviewed 6 weeks after giving birth. There were 1,085 mothers cohabiting in married or de-facto partnerships who completed measures of IPV and PND at the 6-week assessment point.
Country: New Zealand

Keywords: Intimate partner violence, Pasifika women, impacts, postnatal depression. 

Source: Journal abstract

C24.
Garcia, L., Hurwitz, E.L., & Kraus, J.F. (2005). Acculturation and reported intimate partner violence among Latinas in Los Angeles. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 20(5):569–590.
Research focus/aims: This study sought to understand the relationship between acculturation and reporting intimate partner violence (IPV) among Latinas.
Participants: A sample of 464 Latina and Hispanic women of whom 82% were of Mexican origin.

Key findings/outcomes: An increasing trend of reporting IPV was observed among Latinas who were more acculturated (chi-square = 41.02, p = .0006). Highly acculturated Latinas were more likely to report IPV compared with least acculturated Latinas (prevalence odds ration = 2.18, 95% confidence level = 0.98, 4.89) and moderately acculturated Latinas were more likely to report IPV compared with least acculturated Latinas (prevalence odds ration = 1.29, 95% confidence level = 0.69, 2.43).
Recommendations/implications: Culturally competent IPV prevention programs may be the key to significantly reducing the number of women exposed to this serious public health problem.
Scope: A cross-sectional interviewer-administered survey was conducted at public health care clinics throughout Los Angeles County. The study consisted of only heterosexual intimate partners. Logistic regression was used to estimate the effect of acculturation on reporting IPV. 

Country: United States

Key Words: intimate partner violence, Latinas and Hispanic women, acculturation, reporting.

C25. 
Hadas, D., Markovitzky, G., & Sarid, M. (2008). Spousal violence among immigrants from the former Soviet Union – general population and welfare recipients. Journal of Family Violence. 23 (7).549–555. 
Research focus/aims: This study examined psychological and marital risk factors of immigrant Former Soviet Union (FSU) couples in Israel.
Participants: A sample of 322 participants who immigrated to Israel between 1990 and 2001.
Key findings/outcomes: Spousal violence was more prevalent in the general population than the welfare population, among more highly educated immigrants than those with less education, and appeared more among those reporting a greater cultural-familial gap between their country of origin and Israel. One possible explanation is that immigrants to Israel experience losses, gaps, and difficulties in their adjustment to their new country. Furthermore, more violence was reported regarding men towards women than women towards men. Spousal violence was more prevalent in the general immigrant population than in the welfare immigrant population. This finding is contrary to the widely held assumption that symptoms of violence tend to be more widespread in disadvantaged populations. A possible explanation for this finding may be that violence is ameliorated in the disadvantaged population thanks to the intervention these immigrants receive in government-funded social welfare services. Another unexpected finding was that the incidences of spousal violence were found to be higher among more highly educated immigrants when compared to the less educated.
Recommendations/implications: The study emphasised the need to strengthen the connections between the immigrant populations to the local population in general, and to professionals in specific. Israel has an ideology of absorbing Jews from all over the world, and it is important to implement this ideology by providing top-notch social welfare services and professional intervention in order to moderate the phenomenon of spousal violence. One of the strategies for accomplishing this would be to apply the methods used by the welfare services in combating violence to the entire population.
Scope: Data were collected from 322 participants who immigrated to Israel between 1990 and 2001; of these, 121 were drawn from the social welfare population while 201 were from the general population. The research focuses was on two populations: the general immigrant population and the welfare immigrant population; the latter group comprised of couples treated in welfare service departments. The dependent variable is spousal violence. The independent variables are: education level, gender, symbolic loss, psychological adjustment (both positive and negative emotions) and the “cultural–familial gap”. The discussion focuses on the characteristics of FSU immigrants—educational level and orientation towards cultural preservation—within the Israeli context that connects to psychological responses which, in turn, creates spousal violence.

Country: Israel

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Soviet Union couples, immigrants, prevalence.- 
Source: Journal abstract and http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=247067
C26. 
Hass, G.A., Ammar, M., & Orloff, L.E. (2006). Battered Immigrants and US citizen spouses. Downloaded 02.06.09 from http://www.legalmomentum.org/assets/pdfs/wwwbatteredimmsanduscspouses.pdf
Research focus/aims: This paper reviews and provides data to assist judges, legislators and policy makers understand the dynamics of domestic violence that occurs in relationships between US citizen men and immigrant women. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Domestic violence rates in these relationships are about three times higher than domestic violence rates in the US population in general. Immigrant women are very often victims of domestic violence due to vulnerability related to their immigration status. The research reported emphasises how power and control over the immigration status of an immigrant partner spouse or partner enhances the likelihood and severity of domestic abuse. Immigrant women overcome significant barriers when they turn to the US justice, health and social services systems for help to end domestic violence. Understanding the danger of immigration-related abuse is critical to the ability to offer life-saving help to immigrant women and their children. 

Recommendations/implications: When immigrant women find the courage to seek help, despite their abuser’s threats of deportation, language barriers, isolation and varying levels of acculturation, the justice and social service systems must respond to their needs.

Scope: An information paper.

Country: United States

Keywords: interpersonal violence, immigrant women, immigrant-related abuse, barriers to help-seeking.

C27. 
Hass, G.A., Dutton, M.A., & Orloff, L.E. (2000). Lifetime prevalence of violence against Latina immigrants: Legal and policy implications. Domestic Violence: Global responses. 93–113.

Research focus/aims: The prevalence of various forms of domestic violence experienced by Latina immigrant women, the nature of the battering and extreme cruelty they experience and public policy implications of the findings.

Participants: A general population sample of 280 immigrant Latinas from the Washington metropolitan DC area who had on average been in the US for 5.1 years. They included documented and recently documented immigrant Latinas. 

Key findings/outcomes: Hispanic Latinas living in difficult conditions in the US are a particularly vulnerable group as they face stresses of acculturation and language in addition to the limited opportunities afforded to ethnically diverse groups. An undocumented or unstable immigration status limits a Latina’s ability to access resources and increases her vulnerability. 49% of all participants reported having experienced physical abuse, 11% sexual abuse, 60% dominance/isolation-type psychological abuse and 41% emotional/verbal-type psychological abuse from an intimate partner. Physically and/or sexually abused women reported higher rates of several types of dominance/isolation compared to those in the psychologically abused only group. There were no differences between the two groups in emotional/verbal abuse. Physically and/or sexually abused women experienced more threats, including threats to harm children and other family members, to take the woman’s money, to call Immigration and naturalisation services and to kill her, compared to psychologically only abused women.

Recommendations/implications: The lack of English language proficiency highlights the need for Spanish language outreach materials to be developed and distributed, and for skilled interpreters to enable Latina battered women to access the legal and health care systems. Judges and adjudicators need training to better recognise battering or extreme cruelty and to be more aware of the real dangers that threats of child abduction pose. 

Scope: Participants were recruited through flyers and a snowball approach and were interviewed in Spanish in a 1-2 hour session.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latina immigrants, prevalence, types of abuse, policy implications.

C28. 
Hassouneh-Philips, D. (2001). American Muslim women's experiences of leaving abusive relationships. Health Care for Women international. 22(4):415–432. 

Research focus/aims: This article examines American Muslim women's experiences of leaving abusive partners as reported in a larger narrative study. It explores the various phases through which they progress before becoming free from violence.

Participants: A sample of 17 American Muslim women from diverse ethnic backgrounds

Key findings/outcomes: The participants described the process of leaving as including four stages: reaching the point of saturation, getting khula (an Islamic divorce initiated by wives), facing family and/or community disapproval, and reclaiming the self. Each of these stages illustrates the significance of group-oriented cultural values in shaping participants' experiences of leaving their abusers.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The article provides an overview of the nature of research conducted into Muslim and Arab women’s experiences of domestic violence thus far, before presenting the methodology and results of the study.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence: Muslim women, cultural factors, leaving process.

Source: Journal abstract

C29. 
Hassouneh-Philips, D. (2001). "Marriage is half of Faith and the rest is Fear Allah: Marriage and spousal abuse among American Muslims. Violence Against Women. 7(8):927–946.
Research focus/aims: The article examines culturally specific marriage practices and the ways that these practices intertwine with women's abuse experiences. 

Participants: A sample of 17 American Sunni Muslim women from diverse ethnic backgrounds.

Key findings/outcomes: Findings indicate that American Muslim women's marriage practices are distinctly different from dominant American practices and that these practices significantly shape abuse experiences over time. The significance of marriage for study participants was found to be rooted in Muslim culture. The often-cited hadith, "Marriage is half of faith and the rest is fear Allah," is reflective of the almost prescriptive nature of marriage for Muslims. Marriage practices and approaches to dealing with the problem of abuse in American Muslim families tended to be grounded in a culturally derived belief system that is distinctly different from dominant American culture. The significance of the value of wifely obedience is a case in point. Wives who believed they must obey husbands found themselves in a predicament when spousal abuse occurred. The belief that good wives are obedient often resulted in inner conflict among abused women. When this tension gave way to submission on the part of wives toward husbands, a process termed "negation of the self" emerged. 
Recommendations/implications: This study underscores the importance of incorporating an awareness of cultural differences into the study of family violence. 
Scope: The study used an adaptation of interpretive phenomenology that incorporated both life histories and focused interviewing techniques. All participants were asked to tell their life stories, beginning in early childhood; to describe the details of their spousal abuse experiences; and to reflect on the meaning of these abuse experiences by using a storytelling, conversational approach. Follow-up interviews were conducted until adequate descriptions were obtained. The data were collected over a 6-month period. The goal of data analysis was to uncover themes of commonality and differences among American Muslim women regarding their lived experience of abuse and ultimately to place emerging themes in a larger social context.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner abuse, Muslim women, marriage practices.
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/app/abstractdb/AbstractDBDetails.aspx?id=190145
C30.
Hazen, A.L., & Soriano, F.I. (2007). Experiences with intimate partner violence among Latina women. Violence Against Women. 13(6):562 – 582

Research focus/aims: This study examined the prevalence and features of intimate partner violence (IPV) among 292 Latina women classified as born in the United States, as immigrants, or as migrant seasonal workers.

Participants: The study sample was recruited from Latina women who received services provided by a community health care system in San Diego County, CA, between January 1 and March 31, 2002. 
Key findings/outcomes: The study found high lifetime rates of IPV, with 33.9 per cent of the women reporting physical violence, 20.9 per cent reporting sexual coercion, and 82.5 per cent reporting psychological aggression. Rates of violence in the preceding year were also high, with 18.5 per cent experiencing physical violence, 14.4 per cent experiencing sexual coercion, and 72.6 per cent experiencing psychological aggression. Latina women born in the United States had a higher likelihood of reporting lifetime and past-year physical, sexual, and psychological IPV compared with immigrant women. Compared with women in the migrant seasonal worker group, those born in the United Stated had an increased likelihood of lifetime physical assault and lifetime psychological aggression. Women in the migrant seasonal worker group were more likely to report past-year sexual coercion than immigrant women. Being a younger age increased a woman's risk for physical victimisation, and divorced or separated women were more likely to report physical violence and sexual violence than married women. Having a partner with a substance-use problem was strongly associated with physical violence and with more severe forms of psychological victimisation.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The women interviewed were between 18 and 45 years of age, of Latino ethnic background, had English or Spanish as their primary language, and in a relationship with an intimate partner, or have had contact with a former intimate partner, within the 12 months preceding the survey.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, immigrant Latinas, prevalence, risk factors.

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=240912
C31.
Hicks, M. H. R. (2006). The prevalence and characteristics of intimate partner violence in a community study of Chinese American women. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 21(10):1249–1269. 

Research focus/aims: The primary aim was to investigate whether IPV increases the major risk of depression in Chinese American women. A secondary aim was to investigate the prevalence and nature of intimate partner violence (IPV) in Chinese Americans. 

Participants: A community probability-sampled survey was done of 181 Chinese American women.

Key findings/outcomes: Of participants, 42% knew a Chinese woman who had experienced IPV. Also, 14% had experienced IPV themselves in their lifetime (8% severe and 6% minor), 3% in the previous year, and 2% currently. In Chinese American women who were ever married, the lifetime prevalence of IPV was 17%. IPV resulted in physical injuries for 31% of women and affected their work and education. Exploratory analysis suggests that relationship problems, dissatisfaction with partner’s relatives and partner's alcohol use may be risk factors for IPV in this group. The prevalence of reported IPV is certainly an underestimate because of the stigma and shame associated with reporting personal and family matters. The strength of this research is its use of household sampling. 

Recommendations/implications: Larger, well-designed community studies are needed. 

Scope: Items on relationship factors associated with IPV in other studies were prospectively included: alcohol use, conflict, dissatisfaction, psychological and verbal abuse, decision-making power and negative life experiences such as poverty and childhood violence. 

Country: United States

Keywords: interpersonal violence, Chinese women, prevalence.
C32.
Hurwitz, E.J.H., Jhumka Gupta, R.L., Silverman, J.G., & Raj. A. (2006). Intimate partner violence associated with poor health outcomes in U.S. South Asian Women. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. 8(3):251–261.
Research focus/aims: To assess the associations between intimate partner violence (IPV) victimisation and health outcomes of South Asian women in Greater Boston and to explore the nature of the health experiences of victimised women in this population.

Participants: A community-based sample of 208 women in relationships with males and a separate sample of 23 women with a history of IPV.

Key Findings: Twenty-one per cent of the quantitative sample reported IPV in their current relationship. Abused women were significantly more likely than those with no history of IPV in their current relationship to report poor physical health (95% CI = 1.3–12.0), depression (95% CI = 1.8–9.3), anxiety (95% CI = 1.3–6.4), and suicidal ideation (95% CI = 1.9–25.1). Qualitative subjects described how victimisation resulted in injury and chronic health concerns and how IPV-induced depression and anxiety affected their sleep, appetite, energy, and wellbeing. Experiences of IPV are related to increased poor health among South Asian women. 

Recommendations/implications: The writers note that this elevated risk demands intervention. Healthcare providers should be trained to screen and refer South Asian patients for partner violence. 

Scope: Cross-sectional surveys of the community-based sample assessed the demographics, IPV history, and health of the participants. In-depth interviews were conducted with the separate sample of women with a history of IPV. Quantitative data were assessed by logistic regression, qualitative data by a grounded theory approach.
Keywords: intimate partner violence, South Asian American women, health impacts. 

Source: Journal abstract.

C33.
Hyder, A., Noor, Z., Tsui, E. (2007). Intimate partner violence among Afghan women living in refugee camps in Pakistan. Social Science & Medicine. 64(7):1536–1547.

Research focus/aims: This paper explores the events and factors that lead to conflict in the home in the Afghan refugee setting, and the current status of the health sector's ability to respond to evidence of conflict. In particular it analyses women's explanations of how various marriage traditions may be linked to conflict in the home and how the interactions of different family members may be related to conflict. 

Participants: A sample of 20 Afghani women of reproductive age recruited by health workers, and 20 health workers serving these women in an Afghan refugee camp near Peshawar, Pakistan, during the summer of 2004. 
Key findings/outcomes: Women in refugee camps experience violence during day-to-day conflict, and that conflict occurs not only between women and their husbands but also between women and other family members. The risk of violence is influenced by the type of marriage (dowry – the lower the dowry the greater the risk; number of marriages; love – lower risk of partner violence but conflicts may arise from mother –in-law’s jealousy; age of bride –a young bride may not be familiar with her role as a wife) the living situation – competition for resources and overcrowding were often sources of conflict; and the family dynamics - parents in law as decision makers and children fighting. Dyadic interactions between the wife and in-laws and the husband also frequently created tension. Health workers have little training or support to deal with cases of violence. 
Recommendations/implications: The writers suggest further exploration of the ways in which peace-making within the family can occasionally perpetuate violence. Women’s acceptance of day-to-day conflict should be the starting premise of intervention activities. The writers also recommend the establishment of a formal system with specific guidelines and protocols to address violence and training for health workers as well as a data system to document cases of violence. 

Scope: An exploratory qualitative study. Interviews were conducted with the participants. The relationships of women with their parents-in-law and husbands are highlighted in particular, and an ecological model developed to explore the choreography of their relationships and the ways in which these dynamics may encourage or inhibit violence. The perspectives of health workers on the ways in which the health system responds to family conflict and violence are also presented. 
Country: Pakistan

Keywords: domestic violence, Afghani women refugees, refugee camp.

C34. 
Ingram, E. M. (2007). A comparison of help seeking between Latino and non-Latino victims of intimate partner violence. Violence against women. 13(2):159–171. 

Research focus/aims: This study compared Latinos and non-Latinos in terms of socio-demographic factors for intimate partner violence (IPV) and help seeking behaviours.

Participants: Data were drawn from a previous study that used a random digit dial (RDD) telephone survey to assess the impact of coordinated community responses to IPV. The survey was completed by 600 individuals from 10 non-randomly selected sites and 10 matched comparison sites located across different regions of the country.

Key findings/outcomes: The findings indicate that Latinos engaged in help seeking behaviours at approximately the same rate as non-Latinos. Lifetime prevalence of IPV was lower for Latinos than for non-Latinos but past-year prevalence was higher for Latinos. Latinos also reported greater rates of witnessing violence in the home as children. The most common help seeking behaviour for both Latinos and non-Latinos was talking to friends or family about their abuse. The only major difference in help seeking behaviours between the two groups was that non-Latinos sought help from shelters at greater rates than Latinos. The author suggests that the noted lack of informal social support found in previous research with Latino populations may be caused by immigration and other cultural factors that separate or otherwise break down family bonds among Latinos. 

Recommendations/implications: Since Latinos frequently reach out to family when they are being abused, organisations that serve the families of abused women should focus on the development of interventions that enhance family support. Future research should focus on the evaluation of population-based interventions to reduce violence and increase help seeking behaviour among Latinos.

Scope: The survey focused on knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs about IPV as well as use of services, help seeking behaviour, response to victims, and prevalence and past-year experience of IPV.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latinos, help seeking strategies.

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=238972
C35. 
Jiwani, Y. (2001). Intersecting inequalities: Immigrant women of colour, violence & health care. Research Report. The Vancouver Foundation.

Downloaded 03.07.09 from: http://www.harbour.sfu.ca/freda/articles/hlth.htm
Research focus/aims: This report focuses on racialised immigrant women who have experienced intimate violence and their access to, and encounters with, the health care system and in particular, the formal health care system.

Participants: Twenty-seven informants and service providers working in different organizations and 15 women who had experienced abuse.

Key findings/outcomes: The results indicated that for the most part, physician response to women who have been abused is inadequate. However, the quality of physician response was considerably better in those sites where screening protocols for domestic violence were in place. For racialised women - immigrant women of colour and Aboriginal women - the response was of poorer quality and influenced by stereotypes about violence within these groups. Interviewees and focus group participants noted that physicians often attribute violence to cultural groups on the assumption that these communities are inherently violent. Cultural racism is used to explain these perceptions and the resulting differential treatment of racialised women. Living in a society where they are constantly marginalised and excluded forces women to turn to their families and communities for support. Within such a context, disclosure becomes difficult for fear that it might result in ostracisation and exclusion from the community. The situation is exacerbated by the current scrutiny of immigrants of colour and their stereotyping and criminalsation. It is also aggravated by the power and control dynamics inherent in the abusive relationship whereby spouses use the threat of deportation to silence women from disclosing. Language barriers often force women to turn to physicians who share the same cultural and racial background. The findings indicate that most women consult physicians who are chosen by their spouses. In the case of an abusive relationship, women are discouraged from disclosing for fear that their confidences might be breached by the physician who has a prior relationship with the spouse, and who may also be seeing the immediate and extended family. Service providers observed that abusive spouses and children often act as interpreters for women, thus contributing to women's reluctance to disclose abuse. Participants mentioned that male physicians who share the same cultural and racial background as their women patients are reluctant to get involved in domestic violence cases. In contrast, female physicians were more likely to be involved and tended to show greater empathy. This gender difference was also observed in the environmental scan which focused on white, Aboriginal and immigrant women.
Focus group participants and interviewees continually emphasised the lack of time that physicians provide to patients. The rapid processing of patients effectively limits the potential of developing trust and communicates to women that their concerns are not important. The trivialising of women's health concerns and the reluctance of physicians to examine these concerns within the context of women's lives were also identified as major shortcomings. Further, the linkages between violence and mental health are not explored by most physicians in their treatment of abused women.
Recommendations/implications: There is a need for: health care providers to be more educated and aware of the health impacts of violence; physicians to employ a socio-ecological model in understanding and treating violence; accredited interpretation services that can be utilised by physicians to better serve the needs of immigrant women of colour; nurses and outreach workers to be selected from communities of colour to reduce risk factors such as isolation; the widespread dissemination of information in multilingual formats about the health impacts of violence. 
Scope: This report details a thematic analysis of information derived from: (a) an environmental scan consisting of telephone interviews with twenty-one organizations around the province of British Columbia; (b) individual interviews with six key informants and service providers working with immigrant women; (c) focus groups with immigrant women of colour who had experienced abuse, as well as a focus group with bilingual and bicultural service providers; and (d) individual interviews with immigrant women from racialised communities. The questions asked in the interviews and focus groups were developed in concert with frontline anti-violence workers and the findings of a review of some of the current literature in the area. 

Country: Canada

Keywords: intimate partner violence, immigrant women, experiences with health providers.

C36.
Kacen, L. (2006). Spousal abuse among immigrants from Ethiopia in Israel. Journal of marriage and the family. 68(5):1276–1290. 

Research focus/aims: This ethnographic study sought to obtain first-hand information about spousal abuse among immigrants from Ethiopia in their cultural transition from a traditional society in their country of origin to a modern one in Israel. It was motivated by the absence of an Amharic term for domestic violence, the relatively high rate of spousal violence amongst Ethiopian immigrants and the assumption that social services failed to prevent and treat the problem. 

Participants: Male and female Ethiopian immigrants of various ages and 10 professionals who worked with this community. 

Key findings/outcomes: During cultural transition, the immigrants' code of honour, traditional conflict-solving institutions, and family role distribution disintegrates. 

This situation, exacerbated by economic distress, proved conducive to women's abuse. 

Lack of cultural sensitivity displayed by social services actually encouraged women to behave abusively toward their husbands and destroy their families. The disparity created by professional responses directed individually at victims and not at their cultural environment creates a serious breakdown in intercultural communications and adversely affects the establishment’s ability to help prevent and eliminate violence. 

Recommendations/implications: Efforts should be made to help the community cope with changes resulting from immigration including preliminary work before the immigrant’s arrival, explanation of the anticipated changes and provision of information about Israeli law and professional should be equipped with the tools and knowledge they require to understand domestic violence within the context of cultural transition. 

Scope: Data comprised the participant interviews and observations and documents.

Country: Israel

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Ethiopian immigrants, service response

C37.
Khawaja, M.,& Barazi, R. (2005). Prevalence of wife beating in Jordanian refugee camps: Reports by men and women. Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health. 59(10):840–841. 

Research aims/focus: This study investigated the prevalence of wife beating in the Palestinian refugee camps of Jordan. The study aimed to examine the similarity between men's self-reports of violence and women's reports of being subjected to domestic violence. The focus was on lifetime physical domestic violence against women, but estimates of current (past year) beating as well as injuries resulting from beating were also described. 

Participants: This was a cross-sectional survey of 2,590 households selected randomly from 12 refugee camps.
Research findings/outcomes: Results showed that 8.4% of all respondents reported that women suffered from physical injury as a result of beating. More women (10.4%) reported wives' injury compared to those reported by men (3.8%). Among all respondents, 3.7% reported bruises, 3.4% reported cuts, scratches or burns, and 2.3% reported miscarriages. Although reports by male perpetrators of violence may yield similar overall prevalence estimates of wife beating as those of women, caution should be taken in studies investigating injuries and severe forms of violence based solely on men's reports.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: The data pertaining to wife beating were obtained by face-to-face interviews with randomly selected adults. 

Country: Jordan

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Palestinian refugees, prevalence.

Source: (PsycINFO Database Record 

C38.
Khawaja M, Hammoury N. (2008). Coerced sexual intercourse within marriage: a clinic-based study of pregnant Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. Journal of Midwifery Womens Health. 53(2):150–4. 

Research focus/aims: This study examines the correlates of forced sexual intercourse among pregnant refugee women attending an antenatal clinic in Sidon, Lebanon.
Participants: A sample of 349 pregnant Palestinian refugee women.
Key findings/outcomes: One-quarter of women (26.2%) reported having forced sexual intercourse. Associations between forced sexual intercourse and socio-demographic risk factors were assessed using odds ratios from logistic regression models. Low educational levels and reported fear of husband were significant risk factors for sexual abuse, adjusting for other relevant variables. Age, parity, length of marriage, place of residence, undesired pregnancy, gestational age, consanguinity, and physical violence during the previous year were not associated with forced sexual intercourse.

Recommendations/implications: N/A
Scope: The women were interviewed during a clinic visit for a prenatal check-up during the months of June and July 2005. The Abuse Assessment Screen was used to identify cases of abuse. The outcome variable was whether the woman was forced to have sexual intercourse during the previous year.
Country: Lebanon

Keywords: intimate partner violence, pregnant Palestinian refugees, coerced sexual intercourse, risk factors.

C39.
 Khawaja, M., Linos, N., & Roueiheb, Z. E. (2008). Attitudes of men and women towards wife beating: Findings from Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan. [image: image5.png]


Journal of Family Violence. 23(3):211–218. 

Research aims/focus: The aim of this study was to investigate the factors associated with the acceptance of wife beating among currently married men and women living in disadvantaged Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan.

Participants: A sample of 262 female and 133 male Palestinian refugees.
Key findings/outcomes: The majority of men (60.1%) and women (61.8%) believe that wife beating is justified in at least one of the eight hypothetical marital situations presented to them. Among women, those that had been victims of intimate partner violence are significantly more likely to report acceptance of wife beating. Among men, acceptance of wife beating is also significantly associated with their current age, labor force participation, views on women's autonomy, and history as perpetrators of IPV. The majority of respondents justify wife beating in this context, with essentially no difference between men and women. Acceptance of wife beating by both men and women was strongly associated with previous experiences of wife beating adjusting for other risk factors.

Scope: The study uses data from a cross-sectional survey of 3,100 households from 12 refugee camps, conducted in 1999, with a sub-sample of 395 married women and men selected for this analysis. Associations between acceptance of wife beating and experience of abuse as well as other risk factors are assessed for men and women separately, using X 2 tests and odds ratios from binary logistic regression models.

Recommendations/implications:

Country: Jordan

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Palestinian refugees, attitudes, risk factors.

Source: Journal abstract

C40.
Latta, R. E, & Goodman, L.A. (2005). Considering the interplay of cultural context and service provision in intimate partner violence: The case of Haitian immigrant women. Violence Against Women. 11(11):1441–1464.

Research focus/aims: This qualitative study explored how the cultural context of intimate partner violence affected accessibility to mainstream services for one immigrant group - Haitian women.
Participants: Groups of domestic violence and other service providers and members of Haitian community and service organisations, of unspecified gender.

Key findings/outcomes: Analysis of the data revealed two major themes. First, the nature and context of intimate partner violence in the Haitian immigrant community contribute to Haitian women’s reluctance to seek services as well as their overall vulnerability to intimate partner violence. Second, mainstream services are largely inaccessible to Haitian women.
Recommendations/implications: The authors conclude with suggestions for overcoming cultural barriers through education, increasing cultural competency of mainstream services, and creating alternative community-based services. 
Scope: 15 interviews were conducted.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Haitian women, service provision.

C41.
Leung, O., & Cheung, M. (2008). A prevalence study on partner abuse in six Asian American ethnic groups in the USA. International Social Work, 51(5):635–649.

Research focus/aims: The prevalence of partner abuse amongst Asian Americans.

Participants: A representative sample of 1,577 Asian Americans, 43.6 per cent of these respondents were male, and 55.0 per cent were female.

Key findings/outcomes: The average partner abuse prevalence was 16.4 per cent,. 22.4 per cent among Vietnamese, 21.8 per cent among Filipinos, 19.5 per cent among Indians, 19.5 per cent among Koreans, 9.7 per cent among Japanese and 9.7 per cent among Chinese. Asian partner abuse victims are likely to seek help from medical professionals or friends.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: Participants were surveyed.

Country: United States

Key words: intimate partner violence, Asian Americans, prevalence.

Source: Journal abstract.

C42.
Liao, M.S. (2008). Intimate partner violence within the Chinese community in San Francisco: Problem gambling as a risk factor. Journal of Family Violence. 23(8):671–678.

Research focus/aims: To examine the relationship between problem gambling and intimate partner violence (IPV).

Participants: A sample of 31 Chinese community members (8 males and 23 females).

Key findings/ outcomes: Younger participants and those whose partners were problem gamblers were more likely to experience IPV. However, partner's problem gambling was a significant predictor only at the ten-point cut off on the South Oaks Gambling Screen (SOGS) (Lesieur and Blume, American Journal of Psychiatry, 1987) and not at the five-point cut off. Chinese participants whose partners were problem gamblers (SOGS ≥ 10) were 27.5 times more likely to experience IPV.

Recommendations/implications: Social work practice, policy, and research implications are highlighted.

Scope: Participants were recruited from three social service agencies in San Francisco. A survey approach was taken which assessed the participants' demographic characteristics including age, gender, country of birth, and employment, as well as factors relating to their intimate partners, including partner's alcohol abuse and problem gambling.

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Chinese, gambling.

Source: Journal abstract

C43.
MacLeod, L., & Shin, M. (1993). “Like a Wingless Bird.” National Clearinghouse on Family Violence. Ottawa. Canada.

Research focus/aims: This report documents the experiences of women immigrants to Canadian, who speak neither French nor English, and who are abused by their husbands. It seeks to understand their experiences of loss, despair and suffering. 

Participants: A sample of 64 women: 14 Italian, 15 Chinese, 14 Polish and 21 from the Indian- Canadian community. 

Key findings/outcomes: Life for these women in Canada has meant physical, sexual psychological and/or financial abuse at home. They have become invisible. The women emphasised that the abuse they suffered at home cannot be separated from the exploitation, isolation and loss they experienced in all parts of their lives in Canada. Not having language made everything difficult. Leaving the abusive husband was not an option choosen because: they would lose everything they had worked for, bring shame on their communities and risk losing their places in their communities becoming even more isolated. Many did not even consider looking for help because the available help is not only usually linguistically and culturally foreign, e.g. welfare robs them of the dignity of self-sufficiency and services which emphasise individualism, or do not respect their religious faith, do not validate their cultures and value systems, or provide help for all of the family. The women who did seek help found that the available services did not help them find practical solutions. Older women felt the most despair. Many had health problems because of years of beating; some were just waiting to die.

Recommendations/implications: The women interviewed made many suggestions. These included: involving survivors of abuse in planning programmes and services, providing a one stop shop so that they were not shuffled from service to service, sensitising mainstream services and especially the justice system to different cultures and systemic racism, providing information, training and support to help women work and become financially independent, removing the abusive man rather than the woman and children from the household, involving the leaders of ethnic communities as key people for providing help.

Scope: A participatory community research project. Community animators were identified through key community contacts made through broad-based ethnic/immigrant service agencies. The community animators organised the interviews with women who were being or had been abused or who knew someone well who had been abused and who had not sought help from professionals or existing services. The interviews included discussion on: changes in the woman’s life circumstances, information about her immigration experience, language and communication issues, the woman’s level of isolation and her support system, the woman’s awareness and experience of abuse, her responsibilities for children and adults living with her or dependent on her, her community service needs, and her ideas for services or programmes which would meet her needs. 

Country: Canada

Keywords: intimate partner violence, non-English or non-French speaking migrant women, impact, help-seeking barriers, interventions.

C44.
McFarlane, J., Wiist, W., & Watson, M. (1998). "Predicting Physical Abuse Against Pregnant Hispanic Women." American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 15(2):134–13.

Research focus/aims: This article presents the results of a study that investigates whether symbolic violence (violence toward inanimate objects) and threats of violence by a male partner is associated with physical violence against pregnant Latina women.

Participants: A sample of 329 pregnant, physically abused Hispanic women who were patients in one of three public health clinics in a large US city.

Research findings/outcomes: Symbolic violence and threats of violence by perpetrators were significantly associated with physical violence against the woman. Study findings suggest that symbolic violence (such behaviours as throwing, smashing, or breaking an object) are part of an escalating continuum of violence. The authors remind readers that demographic measures such as income, education, employment status or ability to support oneself may not be good predictors of violence. At the same time, concerns about documentation, language, and transportation, among other factors, may limit Latinas' ability to seek and obtain services.

Recommendations/implications: Because these behaviors can be easily identified and assessed, they can be useful for "pre-abuse" screening and interventions with women in health care and other social service settings. The authors suggest that these findings regarding the role of symbolic violence could also be used in intervention programmes with men who use violence against their partners. They argue that in the same way that men who engage in low levels of psychological abuse are more likely to cease or reduce their aggression, people who work with men could target early intervention programs to make men aware of the significance of their acts of symbolic violence as a precursor to more severe forms of abuse. The authors suggest adding the information obtained in this study regarding the role of symbolic violence to prevention programmes such as parenting classes and health professions training curriculum. This information could be used by adult women and adolescents to make a decision about a relationship that could result in physical violence.

Scope: A cross-sectional interview survey questionnaire was used.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Hispanic women, pregnant women, predictive factors, intervention.

Source: http://www.dvalianza.org/resor/views_child_abuse.htm. ALIANZA (National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence

C45.
Mason, R., Hyman, I., Berman, H., Guruge, S., Kanagaratam.P., & Manuel, L. (2008). "Violence Is an International Language":Tamil Women's Perceptions of Intimate Partner Violence. Violence Against Women. 14(12):1397–1412. 

Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was to examine the ways in which Sri Lankan Tamil women in Toronto understand, define, and experience intimate partner violence (IPV).

Participants: Focus groups with 63 Sri Lankan Tamil women.

Key findings/outcomes: Findings suggest that definitions of IPV were not culturally specific. Rather, the Tamil women defined IPV broadly and recognised different forms of coercive control. However, psychologically abusive behaviours were identified that held particular meanings for this community.
Recommendations/implications: N/A
Scope: Focus group interviews were conducted with women representing different ages and stages of life.
Country: Canada

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Tamil women, cross-cultural research.
Source: Journal abstract
C46.
Meguid, M. (2006). Measuring Arab immigrant women's definition of marital violence: Creating and validating an instrument for use in social work practice. PhD thesis. Ohio State University. 
Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was to design a valid and reliable instrument, Likert-type scale that measures Arab-Muslim women's perception of marital violence. A secondary objective was to investigate how Arab-Muslim women define intimate partner violence, help-seeking preferences, and barriers they might perceive in seeking outside help. 

Participants: A convenience sample of 224 married Arab-Muslim women living in Ohio associated with Arab-Islamic community and religious organisations. 

Key findings/outcomes: The results indicated the length of time Arab-Muslim women had been in the United States and the amount of education they have received influence their perception of marital violence and their help-seeking preferences. Arab-Muslim women include the threat to marry or marrying a second wife against their will as a form of emotional abuse. In order, family members, friends, the imam and Arab-Muslim professionals were the preferred avenues for seeking help. The three main barriers to seeking help were, in order, children, the unavailability of Arab-Muslim professionals, and embarrassment. Other barriers were fear that the husband would leave, ignorance of the law and of formal systems of help as well as a reluctance to use these, the inability to speak English, and believing that leaving an abusive husband was against the teaching of the Koran or that the husband’s violence would go away in time. 

Recommendations/implications: The training of social workers in culturally sensitive practices and Muslim social workers.  Also the training of imams so that they can be used as a valuable resource. 

Scope: The study examined the participants’ definitions of marital violence, help- seeking source preferences they might consult in case of marital violence and barriers they might perceive in seeking outside help.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Arab-Muslim immigrant women, help-seeking preferences, help-seeking barriers.

C47.
Mehrotra , M. (1999). Social construction of wife abuse: Experiences of Asian Indian Women in the United States. Violence Against Women. 5(6):619 – 640.

Research focus/aims: This study examined the experiences of domestic violence of Asian Indian immigrants, the extent and nature of wife abuse in the community, and the beliefs as well as perceptions of battering held by the Asian Indian community. Women's responses to the abuse were identified as well.

Participants: A sample of 30 Asian Indian women immigrants in the United States, clients of support groups for Asian Indian women who had perceived their marital situation as abusive and had sought help.
Key findings/outcomes: Ninety per cent of the study participants identified abuse as not only physical, but also mental, verbal, emotional, and economic. Isolation and neglect were common tactics used by husbands to inflict emotional abuse. The women perceived the intent of the abuse to be compliance to the husband's will. This study also examined the various acts of resistance that abused Asian Indian women adopted. Most resistance was indirect but nevertheless expressive of the woman's refusal to be dominated. Resistance tactics included refusal to comply with all cooking expectations, infrequent and passive sexual relations, the taking of small sums of money from the husband's wallet, appealing to family members the husband respects, calling the police, and obtaining restraining orders. 

Recommendations/implications: The abusive experiences and resistance strategies of Asian Indian women highlight the importance of including diverse women's experience in an understanding of domestic violence. Empowerment of abused women and of all women across demographic lines should be the overall strategy for countering marital abuse.
Scope: The sample constituted a small cross-section of married Asian Indian women living in a city in the eastern United States. During the interview, all participants were asked open- ended questions about their understanding of wife abuse, their concept of the ideal marital relationship, and their marital and immigration experiences.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Asian Indian Americans, cultural factors, resistance strategies.
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=177880
C48.
Ministry of Women’s Affairs. (2002). The status of women in New Zealand 2002: The fifth report on New Zealand’s progress on implementing the United Nations Convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. Wellington, New Zealand: Author. Retrieved April, 15 2009, from http://www.mwa.govt.nz/news-and-pubs/publications/international/cedaw-report.html
Research focus/aims: The consultation process involved in writing the report involved

holding 22 workshops throughout New Zealand to obtain women’s views on the issues raised in this document.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Women want to address the origins of violence to engender social change, as opposed to the current reactive intervention strategies employed to target this problem.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: This report explores New Zealand’s response to the United Nations’ Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (1979). The 16 articles from the CEDAW report are examined to chart New Zealand’s progress in
implementing each article. A brief description of strategies targeting refugee and migrant women who experience partner abuse is included.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: intimate partner violence, intervention strategies.
C49.
Moracco, K.E., Hilton, A., Hodges, K.G., & Frasier, P.Y. (2005). Knowledge and attitudes about intimate partner violence among immigrant Latinos in rural North Carolina: Baseline information and implications for Outreach. Violence Against Women. 11(3). 337 - 352.
Research focus/aims: To provide baseline data and inform programme planning for an IPV outreach effort targeting the Latino community in a rural community in North Carolina.

Participants: A sample of 100 recent Latino immigrants in a rural North Carolina county. They were a convenience sample recruited by the interviewers from worksites, English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, churches, stores, apartment complexes, and mobile home parks in the county.

Key findings/outcomes: Overall, IPV was not perceived to be a problem; however, men and women differed in their perceptions. Men were more likely to agree with IPV myths, such as women provoking IPV by their behaviour. However, women consistently

attributed domestic violence to alcohol or drug use. Both men and women felt that IPV had a detrimental impact on children. Many did not know about the local domestic violence agency, and knowledge about protective orders was limited.
Recommendations/implications: Outreach should emphasise the seriousness of IPV, adapt content for gender-specific audiences, and increase awareness about local resources. 
Scope: A qualitative study. Participants were interviewed.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latinos, perceptions.

C50.
Morash, M., Bui, H., Stevens, T., & Zhang, Y. (2008). Getting out of harm's way: one-year outcomes for abused women in a Vietnamese immigrant enclave. Violence Against Women. 14(12):1413–1429.
Research focus/aims: This article examines the circumstances, actions, and experiences of Vietnamese women immigrants with a recent history of intimate partner violence. It considers how variations on these dimensions were associated with remaining entangled in an abusive relationship over the course of a year.

Participants: The sample includes 57 women in one Vietnamese American enclave who had been abused in the year before the first of two interviews that were conducted with them. They were drawn from the larger sample of 129 Vietnamese women interviewed as part of a larger study. (See Hui and Morash, 2008 above) 
Key findings/outcomes: The study identifies predictors of women remaining entangled in abusive relationships. Women's beliefs in maintaining an intact family, patriarchal decision making, and fear of their partners characterised women remaining. To a lesser extent, seeking help from a variety of places characterised women who escaped, and concern with achieving important goals, number of children, financial dependence, lack of support, and legal marriage characterised women who remained. Discussion centers on how social and legal services can meet the unique needs of women with circumstances similar to those who participated in the study.

Recommendations/implications: Organisation mission statements and staff need to be cognizant of the way domestic violence is defined within a community and of the meaning and expectations attached to dissolving a relationship with an intimate partner. Culturally competent services for women would pay attention to enhancing their safety, especially during the dangerous period when they have decided to leave a relationship. Women who are left often need a range of supporting services to deal with the aftermath of abuse and any loss of material and other support. 

Scope: See above

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese women, leaving behaviours.
C51.
Morash, M., Bui, H., Zhang.Y. & Holtfreter, K. (2007). Risk factors for abusive relationships: A study of Vietnamese American immigrant women. Violence Against Women. 13(7):653 – 675.

Research focus/aims: This study identified risk factors for sexual, physical, and verbal abuse among Vietnamese-American women.

Participants: Participants were 129 Vietnamese women recruited via purposive sampling from a city with a large Vietnamese population. Participants known to be in abusive relationships were recruited from a domestic violence shelter and advocacy program and from several health centers that served the local Vietnamese population. A comparison group of 129 women were recruited via snowball sampling from civic associations and cultural clubs.
Key findings/outcomes: Results indicated that men’s domination in decision making was an important predictor of physical and verbal abuse among Vietnamese women. Other factors significantly related to abuse among Vietnamese women included disagreements about gender roles and family life, and dependency on partner to manage the English language and gain immigration status. Special risk factors which emerged for Vietnamese women who were sexually abused, included being a “picture bride” and a lack of a social network or other resources. The findings thus suggest that abused Vietnamese women were in relationships in which the men were dominant and, for sexual abuse, had imported their wives as picture brides. 

Recommendations/implications: The results point to the need for better communication regarding laws that provide abused immigrants with the opportunity to remain in the United States.
Scope: All participants completed in-depth interviews regarding their experiences of living in abusive relationships, partner’s influence on decision-making, frequency of conflict regarding traditional gender roles and family life, perceived financial and emotional support from friends and family, capacity to manage the English language, and degree of dependency on partner to manage English. Data were analyised using bivariate and multivariate regression models.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese women, risk factors.

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=241378
C52.
Muftic, L.R., & Bouffard. L.A. (2008). Bosnian women and intimate partner violence: Differences in experiences and attitudes for refugee and non-refugee women. Feminist Criminology. 3(3):173 – 190.

Research focus/aims: The prevalence of IPV and attitudes related to IPV in Bosnian women.
Participants: A sample of 70 Bosnian women completed a pen and paper survey: 21 were refugees residing in the United States and 49 resided in Bosnia-Herzegovnia. 

Key findings/outcomes: Bosnian women residing in the US held more conservative views than their counterparts in Bosnia. Bosnian women experienced relatively high and similar rates of IPV, irrespective of the community in which they were residing. The results suggest an overwhelming similarity between victims who reside in Bosnia and refugees living in the United States. For example, both groups of women were equally likely to believe that wife beating is justified and to believe that it is a social problem that requires help and protection in terms of legal and social services

Recommendations/implications: More research on refugee women in relation to IPV.

Scope: The participants were recruited by a snowball method. 

The study was limited to adult Bosnian women in an intimate relationship. Bivariate analyses were used to compare the responses of Bosnian nationals residing in Bosnia-Herzegovina (n = 49) against the responses of Bosnian refugees residing in the United States (n = 21).

Country: United States and Bosnia

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Bosnian women, prevalence, attitudes.
C53.
Nguyen, T. D. (2002) Domestic Violence among Vietnamese Immigrant Men: Prevalence and Socio-demographic Predictive Factors. Unpublished PhD dissertation. Dissertation Abstracts International, A: The Humanities and Social Sciences. 63(4):1559-A. 

Research focus/aims: This study investigates the prevalence of current domestic violence among Vietnamese immigrant men in the Dallas/Fort Worth area and predictive socio-demographic factors that differentiate Vietnamese wife batterers from non-batterers.

Participants: Vietnamese men in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

Key findings/outcomes: The participants' age, education, attitudes towards women, and situational approval of domestic violence were significant predictors of battering. The prevalence of current abuse among the sample was 31%. Compared to their non-batterer counterparts in the sample, Vietnamese batterers had not lived as long in the United States, had more financial worries, had no friends/family available for emotional/financial support, had higher frequency of drinking, had witnessed more parental physical abuse and been more frequent targets of physical violence, had more traditional views towards women and had more positive attitudes towards domestic violence than their Vietnamese non-batterer counterparts in the sample. 

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: (not described in abstract)

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese immigrants, male batterers, predictive factors.

C54.
Nguyen, T. D. (2004). Vietnamese women and domestic violence: a qualitative examination. The Qualitative Report. Vol. 9 (3):435–448 Retrieved: 27.05.09 from http://www.nova.edu/sss/QR/QR9-3/nguyen.pdf
Research focus/aims: This study investigated the major influencing factors in the United States that empowered the participants to take actions to make changes in their intimate relationships, unlike many of their abused counterparts in their homeland. 

Participants: A sample of 6 Vietnamese women who had been in abusive relationships. 

Key findings/outcomes: The five major dominating influences that enabled women to stand up to their abusers were: financial independence, the dominant US culture’s intolerance of domestic violence, education, support from other individuals of both genders and women role models in the community and from the media. 

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: A grounded theory qualitative study. Focus groups, field notes and documentary evidence provided the data for the findings.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese women, resistance factors.

C55.
Nilsson, J.E., Brown, C., Russell, E. B., & Khamphakdy-Brown, S. (2008). Acculturation, partner violence, and psychological distress in refugee women from Somalia. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 23(11):1654 – 1663.
Research focus/aims: This study examined the relationships between acculturation, domestic violence, and mental health.
Participants: A sample of 62 married refugee women from Somalia all but one of whom were Muslim. They were recruited through an organisation that supports the adjustment of migrant and refugee women.
Key findings/outcomes: Women who reported greater ability to speak English also reported more experiences of partner psychological abuse and physical aggression. Experiences of more psychological abuse and physical aggressions also predicted more psychological distress.
Recommendations/implications: To intervene in culturally sensitive and effective ways, social service agency staff must familiarise themselves with the culture and the struggles of their Somali clients and recognise that as Somali women become more acculturated and proficient in speaking English, they may be at continued, even greater, risk for abuse. While Somali women are in need of mental health counseling and support services outreach and drop-in services may be more appropriate than traditional Westernised mental health services may, however, conflict with Somali cultural traditions. 

Scope: Because of the researchers’ interest in marital dynamics, only married women were included.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Somali women, refugees, acculturation. 

C56. 
Paterson, J., Feehan, M., Butler, S., Williams. M., & Cowley-Malcolm, E. T. (2007). Intimate partner violence within a cohort of Pacific mothers living in New Zealand. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 22(6):698–721.

Research focus/aims: To screen the experience of IPV in Pacific families in order to evaluate the impact over time of IPV as a determinant of the quality of family life with potential short and long-term repercussions for the wellbeing and development of children in the cohort.

Participants: A sample of 1,095 Pacific mothers living in New Zealand who had given birth in the previous 12 months. Two thirds were born outside of New Zealand.

Key findings/outcomes: There were high reported IPV prevalence rates: overall physical violence victimisation rates were 22.9%, overall perpetration rates were 37.1%. 41% of mothers were classified as either victims or perpetrators or both. These Pacific women were more likely than their partners to perpetrate violent behaviour. 11% of mothers reported being victims of severe violence, 19.3% reported being perpetrators of such violence against their partners. Being a perpetrator of severe violence was significantly associated with being younger than 20, born in New Zealand and assimilated with New Zealand traditions, and living in a non-married relationship. Data analysis suggested that increased risk of severe IPV was associated with being in a non-married relationship, having no formal education and having a low household income. Socioeconomic adversity was not significantly associated with the perpetration by the women. Rates of IPV varied amongst the ethnic groups represented. Samoan mothers were less likely than all other ethnic groups to report being either a victim or perpetrator of severe partner violence. 

Recommendations/implications: No specific recommendations are given, but the writers note that Pan-Pacific prevention and treatment strategies may be less effective than strategies that recognise that IPV is experienced differently across Pacific groups.

Scope: The Conflict Tactics Scale was completed by 1,095 Pacific women who had given birth in the past 12 months, and who were married or living with a partner as married. They were part of the cohort of more than 1,200 Pacific families living in New Zealand participating in a longitudinal study which aims to identify factors leading to successful adaptation within the New Zealand context. 

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Pacific families, prevalence, risk factors.

C57.
Perilla, J.L., Bakeman, R., & Norris, F.H. (1994). Culture and domestic violence: The ecology of abused Latinas. Violence and Victims. 9(4):325–339.

Research focus/aims: This study examined the predictors of domestic violence within a sample of Latinas. 
Participants: A sample of 60 immigrant Latinas, of whom 30 had sought assistance for abuse, and 30 had sought other family services.
Key findings/outcomes: Findings related to the specific formulations were subsequently combined into a model of abuse in which the mutuality of communication within the couple mediates the effects of husband's intoxication and environmental stressors on the occurrence/severity of abuse. The study shows the inadequacy of relying on any one existing theory and supports the concept of an ecological approach to the study of abuse in specific populations.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The interview consisted of a semi-structured, open-ended questionnaire and a set of eight standardised instruments. The questionnaire contained personal and family demographic items as well as several questions about the partner's drinking habits.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence Hispanic Americans, risk factors.

C58.
Pittaway, E., & Rees, S. (2005/2006) Multiple jeopardy: domestic violence and the notion of cumulative risk for women in refugee camps. Women Against Violence. No. 18. 18–25.

Research focus/aims: In this paper the authors have applied the framework of cumulative risk to highlight some of the specific and compounding issues that make refugee women more vulnerable to domestic violence.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Some universal causative factors in cases of spousal violence, including male power and patriarchal cultures are aggravated by the abuses and disadvantages encountered by both refugee men and women in the country of origin and subsequently when living in refugee camps.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: (not described in abstract)

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee women, refugee camps, causes.

Source: Journal abstract

C59.
Raj, A., & Silverman, J. (2002). Violence against immigrant women: The roles of culture, context, and legal immigrant status on intimate partner violence. Violence Against Women. 8(3):367–398.

Research focus/aims: This article provides a critical review of the legal, medical and social science literature on inter-personal violence with the aim of suggesting future directions for research, practice and policy to assist battered immigrant women. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Intimate partner violence against immigrant women is at epidemic proportions, but research has only recently begun to address the concern. The review revealed little data but that which exist demonstrate that immigrant women's cultures, contexts, and legal status (a) increase vulnerability for abuse, (b) are used by batterers to control and abuse immigrant women (c) create barriers to women seeking and receiving help. Much research demonstrates that battered immigrant women are less likely than non-immigrant battered women to seek both formal and informal help. Data also reveal that immigrant culture and context offer resiliency factors through which programmes and policy can be used to better serve these populations.

Recommendations/implications: Where resources permit, culture and language-specific IPV service programmes targeting single immigrant populations should be implemented. Educational outreach programmes should aim to increase community awareness and community-based organisations and community leaders in particular be encouraged to participate in such training. Larger-scale research designs incorporating both qualitative and quantitative approaches are needed to examine the role of immigration-related stressors and investigate how batterers of immigrant women use the immigration context to perpetuate abuse. Research is also needed to identify immigrant-related resiliency as well as risk factors for IPV. Training of people engaged in dealing with migrant victims of IPV should be required. 

Scope: The review does not include a critical review of practice and policy related to IPV against immigrant women. 

Country: N/A

Keywords: intimate partner violence, literature review, immigrant women, legal status.

C60.
Raj, A., Livramento, K. N., Santana, M.C., Gupta, J., & Silverman, J. G. (2006). Victims of intimate partner violence more likely to report abuse from in-laws. Violence Against Women. 12(10):936–949.
Research focus/aims: The current study of South Asians in the United States was designed to assess quantitatively the association between intimate partner violence (IPV) and emotional abuse by in-laws (n = 169) and to qualitatively identify via in-depth interviews with battered women (n= 23) forms of abuse perpetrated by in-laws.

Participants: (Not specified in abstract)

Key findings/outcomes: Quantitative findings demonstrate a significant relationship between IPV & abuse from in-laws (odds ratio = 5.7, 95% confidence interval = 1.5-21.5). Qualitative data demonstrate that abuse by in-laws includes emotional abuse (e.g., isolation, social and economic control, and domestic servitude), awareness or support of IPV, and direct physical abuse. 

Recommendations/implications: Domestic violence interventions with South Asian women must consider abuse from in-laws and IPV experiences

Scope: (Not specified in abstract)

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, South Asians, immigrants, in-law abuse.

Source: Journal abstract.

C61. 
Raj, A., & Silverman, J. (2007). Domestic violence help-seeking behaviours of South Asian battered women residing in the United States. International Review of Victimology. 14 (1):143–170.

Research aims/focus: This study was designed to assess domestic help-seeking behaviours among battered South Asian women residing in Greater Boston, USA.

Participants: The 44 South Asian women who reported domestic violence out of a cross-sectional survey assessment with 210 South Asian women currently in heterosexual relationships.

Key findings/outcomes: Of the surveyed battered women (N=44), 23 (52%) reported no acquisition of support or services assessed; no women reported use of criminal justice services; and only two had contacted a domestic violence programme (5%). Qualitative data (N=23) indicate that when help-seeking does occur, it is elicited by increasing severity in violence and/or thoughts of separation from the batterer; it begins with help-seeking within the community, and the community response includes helping link victims with more formal domestic violence services. Women within abusive relationships report wanted responses that maintained their relationship and family but stopped the violence. However, among women attempting to separate from their batterer, resource constraints at the programmatic level and restrictive immigration laws were cited as major hurdles they were facing towards independence.
Recommendations/implications: Findings from this study attest to the need for a multi-level approach to support battered South Asian women in the US that goes beyond the current criminal justice model of intervention.
Scope: Survey participants were recruited via community outreach. Prevalence of help-seeking behaviours was assessed among the 44 South Asian women reporting domestic violence. Forms and qualities of help-seeking behaviours and needs were assessed via in-depth interviews with a separate sample of self-identified battered South Asian women (N=23).
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, South Asian women.

C62.
Runner, M., Yoshihama, M., & Novick. S. (2009). Intimate partner violence in immigrant and refugee communities: challenges, promising practices and recommendations. Family Violence Prevention Fund. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Princeton. New Jersey

Research focus/aims: This report discusses the challenges that confront immigrants and refugees in regard to IPV; promising models of prevention and treatment of IPV in refugee and migrant communities, and makes recommendations and suggestions for funding programmes. It includes a literature review. 

Participants:N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Research on IPV in immigrant and refugee communities is limited and often flawed. IPV exists in these communities but is probably less prevalent in them than in other groups. Several factors make it especially difficult for victims in these groups to seek help. Among these are: abusive partners may use victim’s immigration status as a threat, language barriers and a lack of familiarity with the US social system, fear of hostile, insensitive and/or discriminatory treatment by the authorities, strong community pressure to maintain a positive image of their community, patriarchal cultural attitudes and victim blaming in the community. 

Recommendations/implications: Core services needs of women who seek help include: crisis-oriented community based confidential counselling that includes safety planning; in some instances, temporary shelter; supportive ongoing advocacy; information about options and services available and the provision of legal services. 

Scope: The research team reviewed current literature on IPV in immigrant and refugee communities, examined existing prevention and treatment programmes targeted at IPV and interviewed a number of stakeholders. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, refugee and migrant communities, prevention and treatment programmes.

C63. 
Saez-Betacourt, A.l., Lam, B. T., & Nguyen. (2008). The meaning of being incarcerated on a domestic violence charge and its impact on self and family among Latino immigrant batterers. Journal of Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work. 17(2):130–156.

Research aims/focus: This study explores how Latino immigrant male batterers make sense of their incarceration for domestic violence in the US and its impact on their lives and on the lives of their family members.

Participants: The convenience sample consisted of 15 Latino male immigrants, who were attending a batterers' intervention program in a metropolitan city in California.

Research findings/outcomes: Anger, gender role, acculturation stresses, and lack of self-control were identified as the main themes leading to domestic violence. The respondents also reported a need to expand community education on issues of domestic violence. Findings of the study supported the important role of raising cultural awareness in addressing the batterers' attitudes and behaviours. All found the intervention programme helpful. In addition, findings of the study highlighted the concerns of the impact of criminal records on immigration status, employment, and family stability. They also demonstrated the negative effect that the family separation had on the children. Finally, results of the study raise the important issue pertaining to the role of victimised status in the batterers' self-concept. 

Recommendations/implications: First, facilitating access to legal advice on immigration issues is an important step in promoting service utilisation and compliance. Second, it is crucial to educate the community regarding the issues of domestic violence, including cultural norms and gender roles, which might hinder the process of seeking outside help. Third, as the findings of this study suggest that the perpetrators and the victims involved in domestic violence are both in need of assistance, it would be beneficial to the batterers and their family to receive culturally appropriate and relevant treatment to address concerns of family wellbeing and to strengthen the batterers' motivation for change. Lastly, it is essential for helping professionals to encourage Latino immigrant batterers to use community resources that can help them reconnect with the mainstream community as well as their ethnic enclaves.

Scope: A qualitative study that used content analysis. The goal was to collect themes derived from the batterer's search for his "trouble self through the narration of his life experiences. Seventeen semi-structured, open-ended questions were asked in face-to-face in depth interviews.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latinos, intervention.

C64.
Seo, H. (2007). Attitudes toward wife abuse in the Korean immigrant community in the United States. PhD thesis. University of Denver.

Research focus/aims: This study aimed quantitatively to investigate factors contributing to attitudes toward wife abuse in the Korean immigrant community and qualitatively to explore the essence of the experiences of wife abuse from the Korean immigrants' perspective. 

Participants: In the quantitative segment, 312 adult Korean immigrants completed a self-administered questionnaire. In the qualitative segment, guided by phenomenological perspective, 13 Korean people (4 victims, 5 service providers, and 4 community leaders) received in-depth interviews.

Key findings/outcomes: The tests yielded complicated and mixed results. All three factors were important in explaining different attitudes toward wife abuse in the Korean immigrant community; however the results indicated that it is difficult to determine the single most critical contributing factor. 

The qualitative results supported previous findings that battered women's experiences and understanding of the issues surrounding wife abuse were shaped and reshaped by their social locations (e.g., gender, race, class, religion, and immigration status). In particular, battered Korean immigrant women's social identities and various social relations appeared critical in shaping their help-seeking behaviours. This study posed several important implications for social work education, practice, future research, and current domestic violence policy.

Recommendations/implications: Not specified in abstract.

Scope: Applying hierarchical regression analyses and a logistic regression analysis, a set of 6 hypotheses was tested to examine whether attitudes toward wife abuse in the Korean immigrant community can be predicated, based on socio-demographic, cultural, and immigration-related factors. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Korean, immigrants, attitudes.

Source: Proquest abstract.

C65. 
Shiu-Thornton, S., Senturia, K., & Sullivan, M. (2005) “Like a bird in a cage”: Vietnamese women survivors talk about domestic violence. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 20(8):959–976.
Research focus/aims: To examine access to and satisfaction with domestic violence services for women survivors and illuminate the cultural features and lived experience of domestic violence.

Participants: A sample of 43 Vietnamese refugee women identified through ReWA (Refugee Women’s Alliance), word of mouth and Vietnamese community newspapers. 

Key findings/outcomes: In general marital conflict is perceived as ordinary and gender roles reinforce the perspective that the woman is responsible for maintaining harmony in the family. Men blame women because the women have learnt American cultural ways. While the common cultural expectation is that of silent endurance, in Vietnam women usually had informal means of support available to them but they are isolated in the US and there are strong cultural prohibitions against public disclosure of family problems. Abuse is linked to traditional expectations of the gender role and takes a number of forms, most commonly hitting. Women seemed to perceive that legal sanctions in the US help to mediate the incidence of domestic violence. Women’s responses ranged from remaining passive to attempting suicide. 

Recommendations/implications: Women’s ideas for addressing domestic violence included outreach via Vietnamese radio programmes, newspapers, flyers and classes; educating men; emergency funds to enable women to leave abusive relationships; a Vietnamese emergency shelter; support of a general nature and to help women achieve economic independence. 

Scope: The findings are part of a larger project using a participatory action research design that examined the cultural context of domestic violence for women survivors from nine specific immigrant and refugee, ethnic and sexual minority groups. Four focus groups were conducted in Vietnamese with bilingual and bicultural Vietnamese facilitators. The focus was on women telling their own stories.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Vietnamese refugee women, acculturation, intervention.

C66.
Singh, R.N., & Unnithan, N. P. (1999). Wife burning: Cultural cues for lethal violence against women among Asian Indians in the United States
Violence Against Women. 5(6):641 – 653.
Research focus/aims: An analysis of two case studies of wife burning using an integrated model of wife-burning in the Asian Indian community. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The writers note the continued importance of several religio-cultural norms surrounding marriage, family, and gender relations in this group. Structural induced frustration is channelled into violent actions against women based on cultural cues. First generation immigrants are more heavily loaded with this cultural baggage (e.g regarding the use of and appropriate targets for violence).

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Limited to two case-studies. The writers use an integrated model of lethal violence to analyse these cases and describe some persistent cultural cues that affect the production and direction of lethality.
Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Asian Indian women, wife-burning, causes.

C67.
Szczepanska, E. (2005). “Before It's too late" Domestic violence in the Polish community: An analytical approach to defining the nature and prevalence of domestic violence in the Polish community. Paper presented at the International conference on Diversity in Communities, Organizations and Nations Symposium: Women, Diversity and Human Rights. Melbourne, Australia.

Research focus/aims: The issues for women of Polish background who accessed various services for domestic violence between 1994–2003.

Participants: Fifty female students of Polish background. 

Key findings/outcomes: From the women who had left the family home, the research identified that family breakdown and level of domestic violence increased in 44% of relationships within the first two years of arrival in Australia. 88% of these women had experienced domestic violence (all forms) at least once a month. 86% of them were physically abused once a month or more frequently. 90 % of these women identified that they suffered from various symptoms of depression including overwhelming sadness, sense of failure, expectations of punishment, sleep disturbances, agitation. The women in this group did not identify their experiences as domestic violence. The statistical interpretations of the results of the surveys from the 20 randomly selected women, demonstrated a very strong association between the frequency and extent of domestic violence and the level and symptoms of depression. Of the students, one quarter admitted that they witnessed some form of violence in the family home. More than half disclosed that they experienced some of the symptoms of depression.

Recommendations/implications: The writer notes that until there is a truly coordinated response to the issue of domestic violence in Victoria, women and children from CALD backgrounds, including Polish women, will continue to access assistance only at crisis point and their recovery will impeded by restrictive models of the service delivery.

Scope: Fifty women responded to the domestic violence questionnaire and identified that they had made the decision to leave the family home because of the extent and frequency of violence experienced from their partners. Twenty randomly selected women were interviewed who admitted they had experienced sporadic violent and abusive incidents during their relationships, but had never accessed domestic violence services due to domestic violence.

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, Polish women, impacts, prevalence.

C68.
Thapa-Oli, S., Dulal, H.B., & Baba, Y. (2009). A preliminary study of intimate partner violence among Nepali women in the United States. Violence Against Women. 15(2):206 – 223.
Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was to assess the prevalence of and vulnerabilities to IPV among 45 Nepali immigrant women residing in the New York metropolitan area.
Participants: A sample of 60 Nepali women immigrants, 18 years or older and married. 
Key findings/outcomes: Nepali women in the United States appear to experience high rates of IPV in their current relationships. The present findings of IPV among Nepali women in the United States indicate that the women were more likely to have been abused emotionally or psychologically than physically, although a small percentage of women required medical treatment. 75.6% of women had been verbally insulted by their current partners, and 62.2% had to seek permission from their partners to go to their friends' or relatives' houses.

Recommendations/implications: Extensive research using use representative samples of men and women, valid and culturally specific measures, and in-depth qualitative methods to validate findings. The findings suggest that there is a need to reach out to Nepali women who need services from South Asian organizations, which at present is limited to only certain communities.
Scope: The participants were identified by a Nepali community leader were sent a questionnaire in Nepali and English. Forty-five responded. One fifth of the sample rated their English reading and writing skills as poor. Although 62.2% of the participants had at least college degrees, 55% were wage labourers.

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Nepali immigrant women, prevalence, access to resources. 
C69.
Tolmie, J. (1997). Pacific-Asian immigrant refugee women who kill their batterers: Telling stories that illustrate the significance of specificity. Sydney Law Review 19(4):472–513.

Research focus/aims: An analysis of two cases involving Pacific-Asian women who killed their abusive husbands and argued self-defence in response to a charge of murder or attempted murder.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Race and gender in each case converged to make the accused circumstances more frightening and to narrow her options for dealing with that danger by peaceful means. Because the court in each case failed to examine the impact that this convergence had on the accused circumstances, and her presentation of her defence at trial, it failed to realistically assess her self-defence claim. The writer notes that in one case the accused fell at the intersection of a range of different hierarchies of oppression: she was a woman, a survivor of war trauma, a refugee and from a non-English speaking background. These factors all interacted to severely restrict her efforts to negotiate the violent treatment she received from her husband and in the court failing to accurately credit her particular position when trying to explain her behaviour. In the second case, the woman who had a strong case for self-defence on the evidence alone, was said to be suffering from battered women’s syndrome which potentially weakened her legal claim to self-defence by erasing her agency, rationality and context. 

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Two case studies.

Country: Australia

Keywords: intimate partner violence, effects, battered woman syndrome, justice system.

C70.
Van Hightower, N., Gorton, J., & DeMoss, C. L. (2000). Predictive models of domestic violence and fear of intimate partners among migrant and seasonal farm worker women. Journal of Family Violence. 15 (2 ):137–154. 

Research focus/aims: This study examined the prevalence of domestic abuse experienced by low-income, predominantly Latina farm worker women.

Participants: A sample of 1,001 adult women, 83% were Latina

Key findings/outcomes: Among the study participants, 19% had been physically or sexually abused by a husband, boyfriend, or companion. The strongest predictors of domestic abuse were drug/alcohol use by the respondent's partner, pregnancy, and migrant status. The factors that most influenced respondents' fear of their intimate partners were abuse and frequency of abuse.

Recommendations/implications: The article concludes by noting the need for more research relating to family violence in rural areas, the nature of the relationship between substance abuse and rural domestic violence, the relationship between pregnancy and abuse and how sociocultural factors eg criminal justice response rates affect the rate of abuse. The writers also note the need for health care personnel to be skilled in assessing patients’ risk of abuse, to improve their culturally sensitive intervention skills and to build public awareness. 

Scope: Using logistic regression analysis, the writers analyised factors that predict victimisation and the influence of those factors on women's fear of their intimate partners. Survey data were collected from the participants who attended 11 migrant farm worker health care clinics in nine states. For safety reasons, the sample was a convenience one. Only adult women not accompanied by a male partner were invited to participate in the short face to face interviews which used the Domestic Violence Assessment Form. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latina migrants, prevalence, risk factors.

Source: Database abstract.
C71.
Welland, D., & Ribner, N. (2001). Demographic and risk-factor survey of Mexican immigrants. Family Violence & Sexual Assault Bulletin. 17(1–2):13–19.

Research focus/aims: This study sought to identify cultural treatment components for Latino men in treatment for partner abuse and to gather statistics of this ethnic group who are mandated to 52 weeks of treatment.

Participants: A sample of 159 Latino men in Spanish language treatment groups in San Diego County.

Key findings/outcomes: The demographic and risk factor profile for Latino men in treatment was very similar to that in the general United States population. A large majority of survey respondents were first-generation Mexican immigrants. Most were of urban origin, low socioeconomic and educational status, and professed some Christian belief. Three major risk factors for domestic violence in the general population and, potentially in the Latino population as well, were: low income and education, being exposed to and/or experiencing violence in childhood, and alcohol use, especially alcoholism.

Recommendations/implications: The article discussed limitations of the study and areas for further research, as well as the need for law enforcement to keep statistics by ethnic group.

Scope: A demographic and risk factor survey was designed to identify characteristics of the participants. 

Country: United States

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Mexican, male immigrants, risk factors, treatment programmes. 
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=190861
C72. 
Yick, A.G. (2001). Feminist theory and status inconsistency theory: Application to domestic violence in Chinese immigrant families. Violence Against Women. 7(5):545–562.

Research focus/aims: This article examines feminist and status inconsistency theories and their application to domestic violence in Chinese immigrant families in the United States.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Feminist theorists broadly define domestic violence as male coercion of women. Wife abuse is one form of violence against women. The cause of wife assault is viewed as male domination in a patriarchal system. The Chinese family has been characterised as patriarchal, in that power and authority are transmitted from father to the eldest son, and all are expected to obey the male head. Patriarchal authority is most notably expressed over women. The emphasis on family and its hierarchical structure provides a context for understanding domestic violence in Chinese immigrant families. Status inconsistency theory stems from a sociological perspective advocated by Murray Straus and Richard Gelles, who argue that spouse abuse is a form of family violence. The theory asserts that decision making power is contingent on the amount and the perceived value of the resources the individual contributes to the family.  The family, therefore, is a power system and every member uses some degree of force, although force is not necessarily equated with physical violence. Status inconsistency suggests that violence is more likely to occur when an individual's status is inconsistent with new norms or when standard norms that govern the family become ambiguous. This article discusses how this occurs in Chinese immigrant families that experience the impact of the economic and social realities of a new dominant culture.
Recommendations/implications: The author argues that domestic violence in Chinese immigrant families, and more generally Asian immigrant communities in the United States, should be viewed as a distinct social problem. 

Scope: A discussion of theories and their relation to domestic violence.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Chinese migrant women, feminist theory, domestic violence.

C73.
Yoshihama, M. (1999). Domestic violence against women of Japanese descent in Los Angeles: Two methods of estimating prevalence. Violence Against Women. 5(8):869–897. 

Research focus/aims: This population-based study of women of Japanese descent contrasted two methods of estimating prevalence of domestic violence.

Participants: (Not specified in abstract)

Key findings/outcomes: Eighty per cent of respondents reported experiencing a male partner's violence during their lifetimes—a conventional estimation. A new method took into account the respondent's perceptions about the partner's acts—whether she considered her partner's behaviour abusive and placed it within the context of an abusive relationship—and yielded the lifetime prevalence of 61%. Attention to culturally based manifestations of domestic violence and the respondent's perceptions provide additional dimensions of data grounded in women's subjective experiences.
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: A more inclusive, culturally responsive prevalence measure was compared to a conventional method.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Japanese women, prevalence.

Source: Journal abstract

C74. 
Zarza, M. J., & Adler, R. H. (2008). Latina immigrant victims of interpersonal violence in New Jersey: A Needs Assessment Study. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma. 16 (1):22–39. 

Research focus/aims: This research: (a) presents socio-demographic information about Latina victims of MFIPV (male-to-female intimate partner violence), specifically their legal and socio-economic status (SES), the severity and type of violence they suffer, and other variables that complicate greatly their survival; (b) gathers information on self-help seeking behaviors and factors related to women's isolation; (c) gathers information about risk factors related to MFIPV in perpetrators, such as substance abuse and experienced/witnessed abuse in childhood. Acknowledging these factors is critical when designing treatment and intervention curricula for women and their families, and for advocating for the promotion of improvement in services.

Participants: Seventy-three Latina immigrants aged 18 and over who were victims of MFIPV recruited by community and faith based organisations. The average number of years residing in the United States was 9. Thirty-one per cent of participants were married, 23.6% were living with their partners, and 44.5% were either separated, divorced, or in this process, 38% had undocumented residency status and 57% spoke no or very little English. 

Key findings/outcomes: Most of the families were poor. Many of the victims were legally, economically and socially dependent on their partners. This creates a vicious cycle making domestic violence even more likely due to the lack of options and opportunities for women, especially if they have children, to become independent and self-supporting. Many of the victims were further isolated by their lack of access to any transport. Latinos who engaged in violence had heavier alcohol use compared to Latinos in general and 25% of the male partners used drugs. 93% had experienced violence in their families of origin supporting the theory of inter-generational transmission of abuse. 50% of the women never reported abuse and 20% never spoke about their problems. When they did, for the most part it was to female friends, relatives and neighbours. There was a very low rate of use of medical services (29%) relative to the abuse they suffered. 

Recommendations/policy implications: The authors recommend that the betterment and expansion of services should be based on the particular needs of Latino victims. It is also important to consider each person and family in its own cultural and situational context at the time of providing social services. One single organisation rarely could cover all or even just some of the most important needs that certain communities require. Employing creativity, being flexible, maintaining active contact with other organizations, and making victims active participants in social programme can effectively alleviate their suffering when domestic violence disrupts their lives.

Scope: This study was part of a broader exploratory, cross-sectional research project on MFIPV among immigrant Latinas in the state of New Jersey.

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latina immigrants, help seeking behaviours, risk factors, intervention.

C75.
Zarza, M.J., Ponsoda, V., & Carrillo, R. (2009). Predictors of violence and lethality among Latina immigrants: Implications for assessment and treatment. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma. 18(1):1–16. 
Research focus/aims: The goals of this study were (1) to gather information on the risk factors identified by the literature related to IPV among low-income Latino perpetrators; (2) to determine if an interrelationship existed between three types of violence: emotional, physical, and sexual abuse; and (3) to find useful indicators to predict future severe acts of violence and lethality among Latino immigrant victims of intimate partner violence (IPV).

Participants: Study participants consisted of 73 Latina victims.
Key findings/outcomes: Results of the study indicate that emotional IPV was the gateway to more severe abuse (physical and sexual); victims of sexual abuse were at higher risk; and victims’ fear of a partner was a useful indicator to assess the severity of IPV and the risk of lethality. Results also indicate that a perpetrator’s alcohol use and lack of self-control skills were stronger predictors of IPV than the measure of the perpetrator’s witnessed or experienced violence in childhood. Alcohol use and lack of self-control skills were two associated variables found to significantly contribute to the use of violence against immigrant Latinas. IPV among Latinos is related to economic problems, acculturation stress, alcohol use, impulsivity, and trauma. However, little is known of the role of abusive tactics to explain more severe acts of violence.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Analyses included bivariate correlations, multiple regressions, and analyses of variance (ANOVAs).

Country: United States
Keywords: intimate partner violence, Latina immigrants, risk factors.
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=248019
C76.
Krug, Etienne G., Linda L. Dahlberg, James A. Mercy, Anthony B. Zwi and Rafael Lozano (Eds) (2002) World report on violence and health, World Health Organization, Geneva. The 2004 follow-up report, Preventing violence: A guide to implementing the recommendations of the World report on violence and health, does not address intervention targeted to refugee and migrant communities.

Research focus/aims: This report provides a global overview of the literature on violence and health. Findings concerning refugee and migrant communities were mainly covered in the chapter on “Violence by intimate partners”. Additional findings concerning “Child abuse and neglect by parents and other caregivers”, “Sexual violence” and “Abuse of the elderly” are also summarised in this entry.
Participants: N/A
Key findings/outcomes: In more traditional societies, wife beating is largely regarded as a consequence of man’s right to inflict physical punishment on his wife. In many developing countries, women often agree with the idea that men have the right to discipline their wives, if necessary by force. This notion of “just cause” is found in much qualitative data on violence from the developing world. Even where culture itself grants men substantial control over female behaviour, abusive men generally exceed the norm, identified in some studies as range of behaviours on the part of the husband, including continually accusing the wife of being unfaithful and limiting her access to family and friends.

Intimate partner violence can be expected to be highest in societies where the status of women is in a state of transition, particularly at the point where women begin to assume non-traditional roles or enter the workforce.

Wife beating occurs more often in societies in which men have economic and decision-making power in the household, where women do not have easy access to divorce, where adults routinely resort to violence to resolve their conflicts, and in the absence of all-women workgroups.

Living in a violent relationship affects a woman’s sense of self-esteem and her ability to participate in the world. Abused women are routinely restricted in the way they can gain access to information and services, take part in public life, and receive emotional support from friends and relatives. Not surprisingly, such women are often unable properly to look after themselves and their children or to pursue jobs and careers.

Sexual assault by an intimate partner is neither rare nor unique to any part of the world.

Different cultures have different rules about what are acceptable parenting practices, but there is general agreement across many cultures that child abuse should not be allowed, and virtual unanimity in this respect where very harsh disciplinary practices and sexual abuse are concerned. 

Recommendations/implications: Community factors found to offer some protection against the risk of physical violence against an intimate partner include high socioeconomic status, absence of poverty (which may serve as “marker” for a variety of social conditions that combine to increase risk), the existence of community sanctions against partner violence, access to sanctuary for the victims either in the form of shelters or family support. Community factors associated with child maltreatment include poverty and low social capital. The community factor of social isolation is consistently found to be significant in elder mistreatment, both a cause and a consequence of abuse.

Scope: Global literature review on all kinds of violence.

Country: International
Keywords: intimate partner violence, child abuse, elder abuse.

Source: http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/world_report/en/full_en.pdf
C77.
Ministry of Women’s Affairs (2010) Speak Up, Seek Help, Safe Home: A review of literature on culturally appropriate interventions for intimate partner violence in ethnic communities. Downloaded 17 September 2010 from http://www.mwa.govt.nz/news-and-pubs/publications/speak-up-seek-help-safe-home.pdf

Research focus/aims: Literature review on culturally appropriate interventions for domestic violence in ethnic communities, encompassing prevention, services for victims and treatment for offenders.
Participants: N/A
Key findings/outcomes: There is very little New Zealand research on culturally appropriate interventions for intimate partner violence in ethnic communities. The research generally lacks evaluation. Most research deals with services for victims or prevention; little deals with treatment for offenders. The most promising interventions involved shared victim/offender therapy that considers clients, broad social contexts, although evaluation for effectiveness and safety is lacking. Although some of the material was culture-specific, most of it was broadly applicable to a wide range of cultures.
Recommendations/implications: Practical ways in which mainstream services can better suit the needs of ethnic women include ensuring language accessibility and access to a broad range of services, and providing same language support groups; educating workers about appropriate multicultural approaches; same-language support groups; mainstream agencies should ensure that their policies do not discriminate against ethnic women; the need to co-ordinate services and form alliances with other agencies; and community engagement in prevention initiatives.
Country: International
Keywords: intimate partner violence.

Source: The website of New Zealand’s Ministry of Women’s Affairs.

Child abuse or neglect

D1. 
Carten, A. J., Rock, L., & Best-Cummings, C. (2002). Dimensions of child abuse and neglect among native and immigrant Caribbean families. Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Services. Now the Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies.):1 (2):41 – 58. 

Research aims/focus: This study attempted to replicate a study that examined severity of physical child abuse among Barbados families with a sample of Caribbean families known to the New York City public child welfare agency. This study hypothesised an

associative relationship between physical child abuse and child rearing norms. The writers hoped that findings from this study would address problems of definition, and shed some light on the reasons for increased CPS (Child Protective Services) reports involving Caribbean families living in New York City.

Participants: Family care workers. 

Key findings/outcomes: Study findings did not support the hypothesis that child abuse in the Caribbean community is linked to cultural child-rearing norms sanctioning the use of physical punishment of children. The findings were, however, consistent with the largest body of research indicating that child abuse and neglect are driven by the complex interaction of interpersonal, economic, social and environmental factors.
Recommendations/implications: Child welfare policy makers must encourage research specific to Caribbean families.

Scope: Both studies used a convenience sample of case records from the New York City (N = 38) and Barbadian (N = 135) public child welfare agency. New York City data collection was supplemented by staff interviews and two staff focus groups. The New York sample included only children in kinship foster care.

Focus group participants were self-selected and had worked with families of Caribbean descent. Most were of Caribbean descent themselves. Both groups were structured around central questions of: How do Caribbean families function and what do we need to know relative to child rearing, family relationships and help-seeking behaviours to improve assessment and planning services? 
Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Caribbean immigrants, severity.

Source: Journal abstract.

D2.
Chang, J. Rhee, S., & Weaver, D. (2006). Characteristics of child abuse in immigrant Korean families and correlates of placement decisions. Child Abuse & Neglect: The International Journal. 30 (8):881– 891.

Research focus/aims: This study examined the characteristics and patterns of child maltreatment among Korean immigrant families as well as the critical factors that contributed to the choice of placement made by child protective services (CPS) in Los Angeles County.

Participants: Active case files on 170 cases of Korean child maltreatment maintained by the Asian Pacific Unit (APU) of the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (LAC-DCFS) were reviewed and analysed from July through September 2001. 

Key findings/outcomes: Overall the results indicated that the pattern of Korean child maltreatment differed from that of child maltreatment in the general population in Los Angeles County. Korean immigrant families were more likely to engage in physical abuse (49.4 per cent) than neglect (20.6 per cent) when compared to all groups in Los Angeles. These findings are consistent with previous research conducted with parents in Korea as well as immigrant Korean parents in the United States. Culture and child rearing practices shaped the patterns of child maltreatment. Other findings revealed that emotional abuse was quite common among the Korean immigrant families, with witnessing domestic violence as the most frequent type of emotional abuse inflicted upon children. Most frequently physical abuse was corporal punishment used by Korean parents to discipline their children. Several predictors of CPS decisions to place children out of the home were identified, including: referral from police, repeated or persistent abuse, single or step-parent household, and when the perpetrator was the mother.
Recommendations/implications: The authors advise CPS workers to be sensitive to the fact that Korean parental use of corporal punishment as a child rearing practice is rooted in cultural traditions and, as such, appropriate interventions should include parent education regarding the negative outcomes associated with corporal punishment. Future research should focus on accurately assessing the prevalence and patterns of child maltreatment in understudied communities.
Scope: Variables under analysis included victim and abuser characteristics, type of abuse, abuse severity, circumstances under which the abuse occurred, referral sources, disposition of case, and case outcomes. Data were analysed using logistic regression models to assess the odds of children being kept in the home or placed outside of the home.

Country: United States.
Keywords: child abuse, Korean migrant families, child protection services.

D3. 
Chang, J. Rhee, S., Berthold, S. M. (2008):Child abuse and neglect in Cambodian refugee families: Characteristics and implications for practice. Child Welfare. 87(1):141–160. 

Research aims/focus: This study examines the characteristics and patterns of child maltreatment among Cambodian refugee families in Los Angeles and assesses the implications for child welfare practice with Cambodian refugee families.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Some of the major findings include (1) Among various Asian Pacific ethnic groups, Cambodian child maltreatment cases were the most frequently reported to the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (LAC-DCFS).; (2) Cambodian refugee families were more likely to be charged with neglect, while their Asian Pacific counterparts were more likely to be charged with physical abuse; (3) the circumstances under which maltreatment occurred most frequently were parental substance abuse and mental illness; and (4) while fathers who maltreated their child were likely to use alcohol, mothers were also more likely to have a mental health problem such as depression.

Recommendations/implications: This study suggests the importance of collaboration between Child Protective Service agencies, substance abuse programmes, traditional healers, mental health services, and other social service agencies for effective child abuse prevention and intervention efforts.
Scope: Data were extracted from 243 active Cambodian case files maintained by the (LAC-DCFS).Victim and perpetrator characteristics were transformed into a quantitative form of data by categorising the content into a limited number of categories. Quantitative data extracted from the case files were analysed by using descriptive statistics.

Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Cambodian refugees, characteristics.

D4. 
Emerick, T.J. (2002). An inquiry into post-traumatic stress disorder and child abuse among Salvadoran refugees: The after-effects of war. [image: image6.png]
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Research focus/aims: This study examined the prevalence with which Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) occurred among Salvadoran refugees and whether such stress was a factor that was related to abusing their children
Participants: Two groups of Salvadorian refugees (child abuse perpetrators, n = 15; non-perpetrators, n = 15)
Key findings/outcomes: Results indicated no statistically significant differences between the groups on immigration stress, marital stress, parental stress, occupational/economic stress, and family/culture stress, despite the fact that the linear combination of these variables significantly differentiated the groups. Stress scores for both groups were within the normal range. Child abusers were found, however, to have significantly more symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder than non-abusers. Qualitative analyses indicated a gender influence in revealing traumatic experiences in that no males volunteered traumatic experiences. These findings are discussed in light of the relevant literature.
Recommendations/implications: Directions for future research are offered.
Scope: The participants were administered a demographic questionnaire, the Hispanic Stress Inventory, and the Civilian Mississippi Scale for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. An open-ended interview was also conducted.
Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Salvadorean refugees, post-traumatic stress disorder.
Source: PsycINFO Database 

D5. 
Fontes. L.A., Cruz, M., & Tabachnick, J. (2001). Views of child sexual abuse in two cultural communities: An exploratory study among African Americans and Latinos. Child Maltreatment. 6(2):103–107. 

Research focus/aims: This study explored the definitions and descriptions of child sexual abuse with Latino and African American participants, as well as their knowledge of the signs of a child being sexually abused, their perception of the seriousness of this problem in their communities, and the different views about prevention strategies for males, females, Latinos, and African Americans.

Participants: The study used focus groups with a total of 58 participants. 

Key findings/outcomes: All participants knew about child sexual abuse and its existence in society and their communities. They all considered it a significant problem and were aware of the differences in power between adults or adolescents offenders and a child. Participants expressed less concern about child sexual abuse involving a female offender and a male child, and they did not mention the possibility of a woman abusing girls. Male participants were more explicit in naming behaviours that were sexually abusive and female participants tended to be less direct in naming these behaviours. Male participants described warning signs or indicators of sexual abuse using behaviours with a single child or children in general, while female participants described warning signs based on how the child looked after the abuse. Latino participants were more comfortable than Africa Americans in telling personal stories of abuse. Latino participants were more likely to refer to family risk factors such as changes in culture and family resulting from immigration as increasing children's risk of sexual abuse. A number of Latino and African American male participants recognised that offenders could make the children accept the abuse and remain silent about it by creating fear in the children. English-speaking Latinas considered that keeping a male partner in the house because of social and economic pressure was exposing the children to risky situations. Both Latinos and African Americans stated that children are especially at risk in institutions where strangers might have access to them. Participants from both groups identified two types of offenders: 1) men who are "truly perverted” and are aware of what they are doing, and 2) adolescent boys and men who learned to abuse or have a mental health problem that can be treated.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The study used focus groups conducted separately for males, females, Latinos and African Americans to facilitate the discussion on specific views and sensitive issues related to sexuality and culture.

Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Latinos and African Americans, risk factors.

Source: http://www.dvalianza.org/resor/views_child_abuse.htm. ALIANZA (National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence

D6. 
Futa, K.T, Hsu, E., & Hansen, G. (2001). Child sexual abuse in Asian American families: An examination of cultural factors that influence prevalence, identification and treatment. Clinical Psychology, Science and Practice. 8(2):189–209.

Research focus/aims: A broad overview and review of the literature on culturally relevant factors that may influence the prevalence, identification and treatment of child sexual abuse in Asian American families. The focus was on victims of childhood sexual abuse.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The findings support the possibility that sexual abuse is a hidden and underreported problem within the Asian American community. The overall lower prevalence of reported sexual abuse in Asian American communities may be associated with the misconceptions and denial of the problem within the community as well as the findings that the perpetrators are more likely to be a male relative living within the home and that the victim is more likely to be disbelieved by primary caretakers than are victims in other ethnic groups. These factors may be further compounded by the reluctance of Asian Americans to seek outside assistance while the finding that victims are more likely to internalise than externalise their feelings may further reduce motivation for the family to seek outside assistance. Cultural attitudes and issues, such as the sacrificing of individual needs for the integrity and harmony of the family, the power differential between men and women, the acceptance of one’s fate, the non-verbal expression of feelings, the taboos around discussions of sexuality, are all likely to play a role in attitudes towards the problem of sexual abuse. Barriers to Asian Americans accessing services include cultural barriers (principles of psycho-therapy are in conflict with traditional Asian cultural values, stigma and shame, a lack of awareness and trust in the American system) and institutional barriers (language, limited financial resources). 

Recommendations/implications: Some of these are using abuse-specific therapy, carefully assessing the client, mandating interventions by authority figures, capitalising on family strength and community support and involving the family. The writer also recommends more research to gain insight into the types of services and culturally sensitive interventions that are the most effective. 

Scope: The review explores the topic in the context of Asian American values such as collectivity, conformity, inconspicuousness, middle position virtue, shame, self-control and fatalism. It does not include discussion of culturally relevant intervention and prevention with sexual abuse perpetrators. It includes both immigrant and American-born Asians. 

Country: United States

Keywords: child sexual abuse, Asian Americans, cultural factors, treatment barriers.

D7. 
Ima, K., & Hohm, C.F. (1991). Child maltreatment among Asian and Pacific Islander refugees and immigrants. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 6(3):267–285. 

Research focus/aims: This article attempts to address the void that exists in the literature that focuses on cultural aspects of child maltreatment among Asian and Pacific Islander (API) immigrant and refugee groups. 
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Five possible parameters that may explain the patterns of reported child maltreatment in an Asian and Pacific Islander population were identified: (a) home country traumas, especially notable among refugees; (b) differences in child-rearing practices; (c) the relative visibility to welfare professionals and other publicly employed professionals; (d) the relative continuity of social support systems brought from country of origin; and (e) the relative ability to cope with cultural conflicts brought on by being newcomers. 
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The article reports the findings of a study of 158 cases of child maltreatment that were reported to and handled by the Union of Pan Asian Communities in San Diego, California using both quantitative and qualitative strategies
Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Asian, Pacific Islanders, refugees, immigrants

Source: Journal abstract

D8.
Irfan, S., & Cowburn, M. (2004). Disciplining, chastisement and physical child abuse: perceptions and attitudes of the British Pakistani community. Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs. 24(1):89–98.

Research aims/focus: The focus of the present study was to explore the British Pakistani community's perception about physical child abuse and to understand more about the values held by them in relation to child protection. The study aimed to discover issues that are important to protect children from harm, and to describe the possibilities these issues present.

Participants: A sample of 16–25 year old British Pakistanis, the sample size unspecified in the abstract.

Key findings/outcomes: The findings indicated that although serious child abuse was not experienced by most of the respondents, 75% of respondents experienced some kind of physical punishment as part of their childhood experience. However, 72% of respondents who received such punishment in childhood accepted it as an appropriate disciplining method.

Recommendations/implications: The future research and policy implications with prevention in mind are discussed.

Scope: The study used a questionnaire survey. It focused on participant’s experiences of childhood, of physical punishment and physical child abuse.

Keywords: child abuse, British Pakistanis, attitudes

Source: Journal abstract

D9.
Maiter, S., Alaggia, W., & Trocme, N. (2004). Perceptions of child maltreatment by parents from the Indian subcontinent: Challenging myths about culturally based abusive parenting practices. Child Maltreatment. 9(3):309–324. 

Research focus/aims: Attitudes toward child discipline, maltreatment, and neglect of South Asian parents. 
Participants: A sample of 29 parents of South Asian descent provided input on the above.

Key findings/outcomes: Study findings suggest that South Asian parents do not differ significantly from other populations in their judgment of appropriate parenting approaches; that is, persistent and excessive use of physical discipline was considered to be inappropriate, behaviours of parents that may have negative emotional consequences for children were recognised as inappropriate, and lack of proper supervision of children was seen as a concern. Notably, though, participants voiced their reluctance to contact child protective services should they encounter families struggling with abuse.

Recommendations/ implications: Implications for practice and directions for future research are suggested.

Scope: A mixed-method research approach was used with findings based on questionnaire and focus group data. 

Country: Canada

Keywords: child abuse, South Asians, parental attitudes. 

Source: Journal abstract.

D10.
Maker, A.H., Shah, P.V., & Agha, Z. (2005). Child physical abuse: Prevalence, characteristics, predictors, and beliefs about parent-child violence in South Asian, Middle Eastern, East Asian, and Latina women in the United States. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 20(11):1406–1428

Research focus/aims: The study examined the prevalence, characteristics, beliefs, and demographic predictors of parent-child physical violence among South Asian, Middle Eastern, East Asian, and Latina women in the United States.

Participants: Two hundred and fifty-one female graduate and under-graduate students from a middle to high socio-economic status (South Asian/Middle Eastern, n = 93; East Asian,n = 72; Latina,n = 86). 

Key findings/outcomes: The findings show a high prevalence rate of child physical abuse across these ethnic groups perpetrated by both parents. Seventy-three per cent of the South Asian and Middle Eastern sample, 65% of the East Asian sample, and 78% of the Latina sample reported experiencing at least one type of physical abuse. Significant differences in characteristics and perpetrators of abuse were found across groups. Unlike previous studies, demographic factors, low education levels, low income levels and the amount of time spent in the United States did not predict physical abuse. Physical abuse was the only predictor for acceptance of physical discipline and as a parental privilege or right across groups.

Recommendations/implications: Researchers need to recognise the high rate of family violence in such populations and turn their focus on these previously neglected ethnic and SES groups in the United States.

Scope: Participants completed a self-report survey on childhood experiences and beliefs regarding physical abuse. They were recruited via flyers and email notices. The return rate was 73%.

Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, ethnic families, prevalence.

D11
Park, B. C. (2003). Intergenerational conflict in Korean immigrant homes and its effects on children's psychological wellbeing. Journal of Intergenerational Relationships. 1(3):73–93.

Research focus/aims: This study is concerned with the nature of parent-child conflict in the Korean immigrant home and how such conflict impacts on children's self-esteem, depressive symptoms, sense of marginality and subsequently their coping behaviour. Acculturative stresses of immigrant families and potential cultural sources for intergenerational conflict are explored.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The findings clearly demonstrate that conflictual intergenerational relations impact negatively on the psychological adaptation process of Korean immigrant children. Korean immigrant children whose conflict is not dealt with or resolved will tend to exhibit high depressive symptoms and low self-esteem, which also are associated with their perception of marginality in larger society. Females are more associated with depressive symptoms, but less on unhealthy coping behaviour. Children whose residency is relatively shorter are less likely to show depressive symptoms and subsequently to engage less in negative coping behaviour than are those who have resided longer in the US These children tend to experience more unhealthy coping behaviour than do children having stable relations with their parents at home.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: To test the relationship between intergenerational conflict and its impact on children's psychological wellbeing, the study relies upon 312 cases of survey data that were collected by Shalom Christian Counseling Center in Los Angeles in 1999–2001. Using a series of bivariate relationships and multiple regression analyses, the writers evaluated the relative effects of intergenerational relations and perceived marginality along with several demographic factors on dependent variables: self-esteem, depressive symptoms, and coping behaviour.

Country: United States

Keywords: parental child conflict, Korean immigrants, impacts.
Source: Journal abstract.

D12. 
Park, M.S. (2001). The factors of child physical abuse in Korean immigrant families. Child Abuse & Neglect. 25 (7):945–958. 

Research focus/aims: This study explores Korean immigrant mothers' attitudes toward child physical abuse based on an ecological perspective.

Participants: One hundred and forty-four Korean immigrant mothers who came to the US after age 16 and had at least one child under 18 years of age. 

Key findings/outcomes: This study found that the following variables affect Korean immigrant mothers' attitudes toward child physical abuse at ecological levels of the environment: amount of time spent with children, experience of corporal punishment as a child, children’s gender and age, family acculturation conflicts, mothers' age, and length of time in US (what the researchers refer to as the micro level); involvement in their children’s school and involvement in social organisations (the meso level); level of education and reported stress of immigrant life (the exo level; value of children in Korean culture, familiarity with Child Protective Services (CPS), perceived discrimination, and value of corporal punishment (the macro level).

Recommendations/implications: This study suggests the importance of cultural sensitivity in social work practice when working with Korean immigrants. It also implies that intervention and prevention efforts of child abuse should be targeted at more than one level of the environment.

Scope: Data were collected using instruments translated in Korean that measure mothers' attitudes toward child physical abuse in four areas: degree of agreement with physical abuse, conflict tactics, belief in the use of physical punishment, and perceptions regarding physical abuse.
Country: United States

Keywords: Korean immigrants mothers, attitudes.

Source: Journal abstract.

D13.
Pelczarski, Y., & Kemp, S. P. (2006). The name assigned to the document by the author. This field may also contain sub-titles, series names, and report numbers.Patterns of Child maltreatment: Referrals among Asian and Pacific Islanders. Child Welfare. 85(1):5–31. The entity from which ERIC acquires the content, including journal, organisation, and conference names, or by means of online submission from the author. 
Research focus/aims: To explore the diversity of experience that is hidden by such global ethnic categories as Asian/Pacific Islander for children who become involved with the child welfare system.

Participants: N/A

Findings: The study findings show that considerable variation exists within the Asian and Pacific Islander population with regard to child protection referrals. Although Asian Americans as a whole were less likely to be referred to child protective services than other groups, the detailed picture is considerably more complex. Some Asian/Pacific Islander ethnic groups, particularly those which have experienced higher levels of social and economic stress, were more at risk of child welfare involvement than other groups.

Recommendations/implications: Such findings underscore the need for child welfare policies and practice that are sensitive to the considerable variability within the Asian/Pacific Islander community. 

Scope: An analysis of two years of child maltreatment referrals for Asian and Pacific Island families in Washington State.

Country: United States
Keywords: child abuse, Pacific Islanders, Asian-Americans, child protective services.

Source: Eric Digest 
D14. 
Rhee, S., Chang,J., & Youn S. (2003). Korean American pastors' perceptions and attitudes toward child abuse. Journal of Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work. 12(1):27–46. 

Research aims/focus: This study examines Korean American clerics' knowledge of child abuse, their definition of child abuse, and their familiarity with mandatory child abuse reporting laws. The study also examines how culture, demographic variables, and individual theological orientation affect their attitudes toward child abuse, mandated child abuse reporting by clergy, and preference of intervention strategies. 

Participants: A sample of 87 Korean pastors in the Los Angeles and Orange counties.

Key findings/outcomes: In their review of the literature, the writers note that in traditional Korean culture there is no such concept as child abuse and that it is usually taboo to disclose family matters to outsiders. To many Korean immigrants, child abuse within the family and public intervention in child protection are very alien concepts and hard to accept. Major findings include that more than 50 per cent of respondents have seen child abuse and neglect among their church members, but the majority who have witnessed child abuse prefer to provide pastoral counseling to the family instead of reporting the case to a child protective agency. Although highly educated, the Korean pastors’ immigrant status, lack of education in the US and the resultant unfamiliarity with the American child welfare system, seem to be closely related to their inadequate level of knowledge of child welfare laws and child abuse itself. Particularly, as shown in multiple regression analysis, older pastors with limited English skills tend to be a risk group for insufficient child abuse knowledge. The study showed a serious lack of training on child abuse and protection issues among the Korean American clergy.

Recommendations/implications: Educational training of Korean pastors can be an integral part of the collaborative child protection effort between the community and the child protective service (CPS) system. This training needs to be culturally appropriate and include information about existing child protective services and networks, assessment criteria for child abuse and neglect, and child welfare policies and principles. Such programmes must emphasie the role of the Korean pastors as respected community leaders who can informally play the role of child protective service workers effectively in the community.

Scope: The research used a self-administered, anonymous survey design.

One hundred and twenty survey questionnaires were mailed to individual churches selected from the Korean Community; 87 respondents completed and returned the questionnaires, which included a series of case vignettes. 

Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Korean immigrants, church ministers, perceptions, reporting.

D15.
Segal, U.A. (2000). Exploring child abuse among Vietnamese refugees. Journal of Multicultural Social Work. 8(3 & 4):  159 – 191. 

Research focus/aims: This study sought to determine what one group of Vietnamese, perceived were areas of difficulty in their adjustment to the United States. Furthermore, based on factors correlated with the physical abuse of children, and on literature that states that child abuse is not culture-specific, it sought to assess whether child abuse is prevalent among this population.

Participants: A sample of 28 foreign born Vietnamese married and with families randomly selected from the St Louis telephone directory. Most had lived in the States for less than five years.

Key findings/outcomes: Findings were inconsistent and suggested that common methods of identifying the occurrence of child abuse may not be valid in its assessment among populations that may fear the repercussions of admitting to the use of corporal punishment to discipline their children.

Recommendations/implications: Implications for research are discussed.

Scope: An exploratory pilot project.

Country: United States

Keywords: Child abuse, Vietnamese, refugees.

Source: Journal abstract.

D16. 
Shor, R. (1999). Inappropriate child rearing practices as perceived by Jewish immigrant parents from the former Soviet Union. Child Abuse & Neglect. 23(5):487–499. 

Research focus/aims: To explore what Jewish immigrant parents from the Former Soviet Union consider to be appropriate and inappropriate child rearing practices and what their help seeking preferences are in situations of children at risk.

Participants: A sample of 273 immigrant parents.

Key findings/outcomes: The findings suggest a concrete and practical approach towards child rearing practices, support for the utilisation of certain types of corporal and psychological punishment, the gender of the child might be a factor in the approach towards corporal punishment, a perception of children as self-sufficient at a fairly young age and a tendency not to cooperate with outsiders in situations of children at risk. Even though Jewish immigrants from the Former Soviet Union might be in a new country for several years, their background may still have a significant role in their child rearing practices and help seeking patterns.
Recommendations/implications: Awareness of the perceptions of Jewish immigrant parents could provide information which is significant for the accurate assessment of situations of abuse and neglect among the immigrants and for defining appropriate treatment objectives and means for achieving change.
Scope: A semi-structured questionnaire included seven vignettes which related to three areas of parental behaviours: lack of provision of child’s needs, corporal punishment and psychological punishment. In addition, open-ended questions were included about the participants' personal beliefs regarding the use of physical punishment towards children.

Country: Israel

Keywords: children at risk, Jewish immigrant parents, child rearing practices.

Source: Author abstract.

D17.
 Rhee, S., Chang, J., Weaver, D., & Wong, D. (2008). Child maltreatment among immigrant Chinese families: Characteristics and patterns of placement. Child Maltreatment. 13(3):269 – 279.
Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was twofold: first, to examine types of child abuse and socio-demographic and behavioural characteristics of Chinese American child abuse victims and limited-English-speaking immigrant Chinese perpetrators and, second, to identify some of the critical variables contributing to the selection of the type of placement (in home and out of home) made by the child protection services for these children. In addition, this study aimed to present implications for effective child welfare practice with child maltreatment victims and their families with immigrant Chinese backgrounds.
Participants: N/A
Key findings/outcomes: The most prevalent type of maltreatment experienced by the Chinese victims was physical abuse, and the rate of physical abuse was higher than in the general child welfare population. The results indicate that mothers physically abuse their children slightly more than fathers and were most frequently reported for child neglect, whereas fathers were more likely to abuse children emotionally. The shorter the perpetrators’ length of residence, the more severe the abuse indicating they may be less acculturated. Chinese children are less likely to be removed from their homes than are non-Chinese children. 
Recommendations/ implications: Implications for practice include the need for focusing services on Chinese parent education and family preservation.
Scope: Data were extracted from all 221 active Chinese case files maintained by the Asian Pacific Unit of the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) from July through September 2001.

Country: United States.

Keywords: child abuse, child-rearing practice; Chinese immigrants, abuse type, child protective services.

D18. 
Sledjeski, E.M., Dierker, L. C., Bird, H. R., & Canino, G. (2009). Predicting child maltreatment among Puerto Rican children from migrant and non-migrant families. Child Abuse & Neglect. 33(6):382–392.

Research aims/focus: The objectives of the present study were to (1) describe the prevalence of child maltreatment among migrant and non-migrant Puerto Rican families and (2) identify socio-demographic and cultural (i.e., acculturation pattern, familismo) predictors of maltreatment within these two samples.

Participants: Large-scale samples of Puerto Rican children and their caregivers.

Key findings/outcomes: While prevalence rates of maltreatment (physical abuse, 10%; sexual abuse 1%; neglect, 10%; and multi-type, 6%) did not differ between the two sites at baseline assessment, site differences emerged over time. Rates of physical abuse at follow-up were significantly higher in the Bronx compared to Puerto Rico. Further, for families living in the Bronx, living in poverty predicted chronic maltreatment, whereas living above the poverty line predicted new cases of maltreatment at follow-up. For families living in Puerto Rico, those who experienced physical abuse or multi-type maltreatment at baseline were more likely to report chronic maltreatment at follow-up regardless of poverty level. Cultural factors were not related to baseline or follow-up maltreatment at either site. Findings suggest that while rates of child maltreatment may be similar in migrant and non-migrant Puerto Rican families and when compared to prevalence rates in the US, predictors of maltreatment may differ.

Recommendations/implications: Since predictors of maltreatment may vary across population subgroups, studying homogenous samples will lead to more effective and targeted interventions.
Scope: Representative community samples of Puerto Rican children (ages 5–13 at baseline) and their adult caretakers were interviewed at two sites: the South Bronx in New York City (n =631 families) and the Standard Metropolitan Areas of San Juan and Caguas in Puerto Rico (n =859 families). Participants were re-interviewed one and two years following the baseline assessment.

Country: United States and Puerto-Rica.

Keywords: child abuse, Puerto Ricans, migrants and non-migrants, prevalence rates, risk factors.

Source: Journal abstract

D19.
Zhai, F. (2009). Child maltreatment among Asian Americans. Characteristics and explanatory framework. Child Maltreatment. 14(2):207–224. 

Research focus/aims: This article systematically reviews the characteristics of child maltreatment among Asian Americans and provides a theoretical explanatory framework.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The reported rate of child maltreatment among Asian Americans is disproportionately low. A high rate of physical abuse and low rates of neglect and sexual abuse are found among Asian American victims. Some protective factors (e.g., the emphasis on family harmony and reputation and the indulgence to infants and toddlers) may lead to low probability of child maltreatment among Asian Americans. Some other factors (e.g., parental authority and beliefs in physical punishment) may be risk factors of child maltreatment, especially physical abuse. Other coexisting factors (e.g., children's obedience to parents and families' invisibility to authorities) may prohibit child maltreatment from being disclosed, therefore, the overall low reported rate of child maltreatment among Asian Americans may be a combination of low incidence and underreporting.

Recommendations/implications: Implications for practice and research are discussed, but not specified in the abstract.

Scope: A review article.

Country: United States

Keyword: child abuse, Asian Americans, cultural influences, risk factors, childrearing practices.

Source: Journal abstract

Elder abuse or neglect

E1.
Ana-Gatbonton, C.S. (1999). Victims/survivors of violence: responding to older women of non-English speaking background. Women against violence : an Australian feminist journal. 7. 42–47.

Research focus/aims: This is a report on a project on the abuse of older people conducted in Queensland in 1994. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The experience of violence for this group of women is exacerbated by factors such as immigration; loss of status; the refugee experience; traditional cultural norms; and lack of understanding/denial of violence and sexual assault. Specific needs of victims are in the areas of housing and emergency relief, provision of information, community education, and sensitivity/skills training for professionals. Barriers to accessing services are highlighted for these women who are in “triple jeopardy” from age, culture and gender. The writer notes the difficulties in researching this phenomenon. This is due mainly to the reluctance or inability of victim/survivors to disclose for various reasons. Other constraints include a general concern among researchers not to offend the sensitivities of carers, who are potential abusers, and the low level of awareness in the government and the community about the problem. Among communities of a non-English speaking background, additional challenges in research in this area include language and communication barriers and their resource implications, for example, the need for professional and accredited interpreters and translators to ensure accurate data gathering.

Recommendations/implications: Cross-cultural training and research is needed to fill the “knowledge gap” relating to this specific group.

Scope: The report discusses the implications of elder abuse, specifically among women of non-English speaking backgrounds.

Country: Australia

Keywords: elder abuse, NESB (not eligible for state benefits) women. 

Source: Journal abstract

E2.
Anetzberger, G. (1997). Psychological abuse and neglect: A cross-cultural concern to older Americans. Paper presented at a national conference on elder abuse in minority communities, sponsored by the National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA) and the Archstone Foundation, Long Beach, California. 

Research focus/aims: This paper reports on the experience of psychological abuse and neglect from four different ethnic perspectives: European Americans, Puerto Ricans, Japanese Americans and African Americans. 

Participants: A sample of 62 adults (baby boomer caregivers and elders aged 60+).

Key findings/outcomes: European Americans and Puerto Ricans differed from Japanese Americans and African Americans on whether psychological neglect was worse than psychological abuse. There were also differences between older and younger members of the same ethnic groups. Emotional support was viewed as the "best thing" families can offer elders, and psychological abuse and neglect was seen as the "worst thing." The perception of psychological abuse differs from culture to culture. In reviewing the case documentation, the more effective interventions in abuse cases focus on the perpetrator and include counselling, education, social support and respite, while the more effective interventions of neglect cases focus on the victim and include means to increase socialisation and stimulation.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: Data is analysed from ethnic focus groups and 29 retrospective case reviews of psychological abuse and neglect investigations from the Benjamin Rose Institute.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, interventions, perceptions.

Source: CANE (Clearing House on Abuse and Neglect of the Elderly - National Centre on Elder Abuse) annotated bibliography. http://www.ncea.aoa.gov/NCEAroot/Main_Site/Library/CANE/CANE_Series/CANE_cultural.aspx

E3.
Brandl, B., & Cook-Daniels, L. (2002). Domestic abuse in later life: cultural considerations. National Centre on Elder Abuse. Downloaded 15.06.09 from http://www.ncall.us/docs/DALL_cultural_considerations.pdf

Research focus/aims: A review of 12 articles published between 1989 and 2000. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: There were significant differences in the definition of abusive behaviour. A potential reason for this is that cultures have a range of expectations about the responsibility of grown children and elders to provide care, financial assistance and emotional support to one another. In general most of the participants in the studies were reluctant to report abuse. The research indicates that some reasons for non-reporting include shame, embarrassment, not wanting to cause conflict in the family and protecting the community. Some participants expressed willingness to talk to family members rather than professionals. 

Scope: The studies gathered data by interviewing older persons from cultural groups and comparing attitudes of different cultural groups. Populations studied included: African American, Caucasian/European American, Hispanic, Japanese Amercan, Korean American, Mexican, Native American, Navajo, Puerto Rican and Vietnamese American. A limitation to these studies is that conclusions were based on relatively small numbers of abuse victims. The one study which included cognitively impaired elders used proxies. The other studies had serious sampling biases because they were based on elders using services of some sort. Very few studies used control groups. Because the studies varied widely comparing the results was practically impossible. Findings may also be confounded because professionals’ definitions of abuse do not always correspond to elders’ definitions of abuse. 

Recommendations/implications: Potential implications are that professionals need to recognise the different ways in which abuse is defined when raising public awareness. Training on elder abuse is needed for the general public. More research is needed to examine cultural differences and on how to build on the strengths of communities. 

Scope: A literature review.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, ethnic minorities, cultural influences.

E4. 
Chang, J., & Moon, A. (1997). Korean American elderly's knowledge and perceptions of  elder abuse. Journal of Multicultural Social Work. 6(1–2):139–154.

Research focus/aims: This study examines Korean American elders’ perceptions of elder abuse and its perpetrators and explores cultural, as well as non-cultural influences on such perceptions.

Participants: A sample of 100 elderly Korean Americans, 60 years of age or older, residing in Los Angeles County.

Key findings/outcomes: Respondents reported 46 abuse cases, categorised into the following six types: financial abuse (36%), psychological abuse (24%), culturally specific abuse (17%), neglect (15%), physical abuse (4%), and other (4%). Most respondents identified elder abuse in terms of abrogation of filial piety, suggesting the centrality of “children” in Korean American elders lives and wellbeing. Findings demonstrate that employing a uniform definition of elder abuse across all cultures and ethnic groups, without attending to the cultural and subjective aspects of a given situation, may result in missing problems and needs identified as important by the elderly themselves.

Recommendations/implications: Implications for social work practice and programme development are discussed.
Scope: Face-to-face interviews were conducted with the participants.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Korean Americans, perceptions.

E5. 
Daskalopoulos, M., & Borrelli, S. (2007). Definitions of elder abuse in an Italian sample. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect. 18(2–3 ):67–85.
Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was to analyse definitions of elder abuse. 

Participants: A convenience sample of 53 Italian participants (15 males, 38 females) who provided examples of mild, moderate, and extreme mistreatment of older individuals by their adult children.

Research findings/outcomes: Most examples of extreme elder abuse made reference to physical abuse and neglect, while references to psychological aggression and neglect predominated as examples of moderate and mild abuse. Examples of neglect appeared with equal frequency at all levels of severity, but physical aggression was mentioned primarily as a form of extreme abuse and psychological aggression was mentioned more frequently in examples of moderate and mild abuse. The most frequently identified types of specific abuse were abandonment, verbal abuse emotional abuse, and psychological neglect. When giving examples of extreme abuse, females mentioned more instances of financial exploitation than males. They also gave more examples of verbal aggression and lack of respect as instances of moderate abuse and behaviours reflecting power or control as examples of mild abuse. A statistically significant negative relationship was found between age and the number of examples given of particular types of mistreatment at each of the levels of severity of abuse.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: An exploratory qualitative study. Analyses were conducted to identify frequently mentioned types of abuse and to determine how severe they were judged to be. Also examined was the extent to which gender and age contributed to response patterns.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Italians, definitions of abuse.

Source: Pubmed

E6.
Franco, M.L., Gray, T., Gregware, P., & Meyer, J. (1999). Dependency, cultural identification, and elder abuse among Americans of Mexican heritage. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect. 11(3):37– 51. 

Research focus/aims: The impact of dependency and cultural identification on elder abuse and its reporting.

Participants: Professional caregivers who work with elderly Americans of Mexican ancestry employed at nursing homes or in home health care agencies.

Key findings/outcomes: The caregivers described abusers who were often dependent in terms of living arrangements and finances on the elders they abused. The caregivers who identified as “Hispanic” rather than “Mexican-American” said that people in their culture would be more likely to report abuse. Among the caregivers who were themselves Americans of Mexican heritage, this was the case. Those who identified as “Hispanic” rather than “Mexican-American” were twice as likely to report abuse, even though far fewer had direct knowledge of the abuse.

Recommendations/implications:

Scope: The caregivers were interviewed about the impact of dependency and cultural identification on elder abuse and its reporting.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse; Mexican-Americans, Hispanics, reporting abuse.

Source: Journal abstract

E7. 
Iecovich, E. (2005). Elder abuse and neglect in Israel: a comparison between the general elderly population and elderly new immigrants. Family Relations. 54(3):436–447. The entity from which ERIC acquires the content, including journal, organization, and conference names, or by means of online submission from the author.
Research focus/aims: This study investigated differences between the general elderly population and elderly new immigrants from former Soviet Union countries in regard to the incidence of elder abuse and neglect, victims' characteristics, and perpetrators' characteristics. In addition, the study sought to examine predictors of various types of abuse and neglect. 

Participants: Social workers completed questionnaires of a purposive sample of elderly inhabitants of a large city.

Key findings/outcomes: No significant differences in incident rate were found between the two groups. The incidence rate of new cases of abuse and neglect of all types found in the study was approximately 0.5%, a significantly lower rate than that found in other countries. Both groups significantly differed in terms of victims' and perpetrators' characteristics. The perpetrators of new immigrant victims included more daughters and other kin whereas more victims in the general elderly population tended to be abused by spouses. While perpetrators in both groups were mainly men, perpetrators of abuse of elderly new immigrants included more women. Being a new immigrant was found to be a significant predictor of physical abuse and neglect. The findings provide some support for the theory that dependency on others is a major cause of elder victimisation. 

Recommendations/implications: A comprehensive assessment is recommended that takes into account certain characteristics of the elderly and contextual variations. Intervention should focus on educating elderly immigrants about the benefits of participating in community programmes to reduce family dependency and to promote familiarity with the new culture. Home visits by social workers may disclose more elderly new immigrants who need assistance. Appropriate community interventions and public policies could be directed to enhancing community supports. Interventions offering community-sheltered housing could help to reduce conflict and dependence on family members. 

Scope: Data collection was conducted over a one-year period, during which 120 new cases of abuse and neglect were identified. Forty-eight of these cases were elderly new immigrants from former Soviet Union countries. The reliability of the findings may be compromised by missing data and the limitations of the research methodology.

Country: Israel

Keywords: elder abuse, immigrants. Israel, perpetrators, victims. Neglect.

E8.
Le, Q.K. (1997). Assessment of relationships among Vietnamese elders and their families. Paper presented at a national conference on elder abuse in minority communities, sponsored by the National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA) and the Archstone Foundation, Long Beach, California. June, 1997.

Research focus/aims: This study explores the possibility of elder mistreatment within the Vietnamese American community.

Participants: A sample of 20 Vietnamese aged 63–96 who resided with family and were at least minimally dependent upon adult children for assistance.

Key findings/outcomes: The disintegration of the traditional family structure, in which elders occupied the dominant position, along with the cultural and psychological transitions, contribute to the vulnerability of the elderly Vietnamese. Psychological intimidation was the most prevalent type of abuse, with silence and avoidance considered culturally a most devastating experience. While neglect was also reported, there were no incidents of physical abuse reported in this study.

Recommendations/implications: Practical recommendations to prevent and identify abuse are offered and include an emphasis on family education as well as English as a second language classes to introduce western culture and socialisation.

Scope:

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Vietnamese Americans, abuse types.

Source: CANE N4684-12

E9.
 Ministry of Health. (2007). Family violence intervention guidelines. Elder abuse and neglect. Ministry of Health. Wellington. New Zealand. http.www.moh.govt. nsf.pagesmh/6565/$File/family –violence-guideliens-elder-abuse-neglect.pdf

Research focus/aims: Not applicable

Participants: Not applicable

Key findings/outcomes: The document notes that research on elder abuse within Pacific families in New Zealand and information on the needs of older ethnic groups in New Zealand is limited. The available research suggests that Pacific older people living in extended family households, and in particular women and those with chronic illness, may be at greater risk of being abused. The stress factors that can contribute to abuse are often symptoms of wider social, cultural and environmental influences. Differences in attitudes and values between Pacific-born and New Zealand-born family members can create inter-generational tensions. Because caring is traditionally seen as a responsibility and a duty, there can be a reluctance to ask for help. Embarrassment and shame, or fear of community scrutiny or causing distress, are reasons why older people do not report abuse. Apart from noting some of the difficulties that older people from other ethnic groups face, and the need to seek advice from people of the culture when assisting people from another culture, no specific information is given about elder abuse in ethnic communities. 

Recommendations/implications: Any approaches to understanding issues of elder abuse in Pacific communities requires an appreciation of the role of Pacific older people within families and the family’s obligation to provide care to their older people.

Scope: A set of guidelines produced by the Ministry of Health aimed at health providers assisting older people experiencing abuse which makes specific reference to Pacific peoples and ethnic communities. The document details a six step approach to identify and respond to elder abuse or neglect.

Country: N/A 

Keywords: elder abuse, Pacific communities, risk factors, intervention.

E10.
Montoya, V. (1998). Understanding and Combating Elder Abuse in Hispanic Communities. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect. 9(2):5–17.

Research focus/aims: This article describes elder abuse and domestic violence in the context of Hispanic culture with the aim of providing a foundation for developing prevention and treatment strategies.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Important aspects are examined: individual personalismo, lafamilia, commu-nidad, and the Church as they apply to the older generations and to current cohorts that have not been exposed to the majority culture for long periods. Combating abuse involves recognising and incorporating the cultural strengths of the Hispanic community and empowering the community to create a society where all peoples can live con dignidad.

Recommendations/implications: N/A
Scope: A discussion document.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Hispanics, cultural influences.

Source: Journal abstract.

E11.
Moon, A. (1998). Elder abuse and neglect among the Korean elderly in the United States. In Understanding elder Abuse in minority populations. (T. Tatara. Ed.) Brunner/Mazel – Taylor & Francis Group. Philadelphia, PA. pp.109–118.

Research focus/aims: In this chapter the author provides an overview of elder mistreatment within the Korean-American community.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The writer states that elders are vulnerable to mistreatment because they have a more difficult time adjusting to the American culture, language and social system. The traditional patriarchal transfer of property to the adult son is considered as it relates to research indicating that financial exploitation is the most frequently noted, and tolerated, form of mistreatment. Research on the second most commonly identified type of elder abuse, psychological abuse, is also described. Cultural specificity appears operant in elders' perceptions of mistreatment. Cross-cultural research is also reviewed, comparing Korean-American perceptions to those of African-American and Caucasians. The tendencies of valuing family over individuals, fearing family shame, and avoiding conflict indicate that cultural as well as societal barriers are in part responsible for the Korean elders' reluctance to seek outside, formal services in addressing abuse.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: A book chapter.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Korean Americans, types of abuse, age and cultural influences.

E12.
Moon, A. & Benton, D. (2000). Tolerance of elder abuse and attitudes toward third-party intervention among African-American, Korean American, and white elderly. Journal of Multicultural Social Work. 8(3/4):283–303.

Research focus/aims: Seeking to augment the body of research regarding culturally specific aspects of elder abuse, the authors examined similarities and differences among elderly from three ethnic groups in their tolerance for potential elder abuse, perceptions regarding perpetrators and the causes of elder abuse, and attitudes toward third-party intervention and reporting of elder abuse to the authorities.

Participants: Sub-samples consisting of 100 African-American, 95 Korean-American and 90 White American elders. 

Key findings/outcomes: Results suggest that while African American and White American elderly are remarkably similar in their responses to most statements, Korean American elderly differed significantly from the other two groups in their tolerance for medical mistreatment, financial exploitation and neglect, perceptions of causes, and attitudes toward reporting elder abuse and they appeared more likely to "blame the victim.". On a more global level, a majority of all three groups appeared reluctant to report "suspected" abuse, and a considerable percentage of all groups answered "I don't know" when asked to respond to potentially abusive situations. These findings have implications for understanding potential barriers to preventive outreach efforts, investigation, and intervention in cases of elder abuse in a culturally diverse population. 
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The participants were directly interviewed regarding agreement or disagreement with 18 statements related to elder abuse.
Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, third party intervention. Korean Americans, African-Americans, White Americans.

E13.
Moon, A., & Evans-Campbell, T. (2000). Awareness of formal and informal sources of help for victims of elder abuse among Korean American and Caucasian elders in Los Angeles. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect. 11(3):1 – 23. 

Research aims/focus: This study examines and compares the awareness of formal and informal sources of help for victims of elder abuse and the factors that might influence this awareness among Korean American and Caucasian (White American) elders.

Participants: A sample of 95 Korean American and 90 Caucasian (White American) elders age 60 or older living in Los Angeles County, California in 1997.

Key findings/outcomes: Overall, Korean American respondents were significantly less aware of the four general and specific sources of help measured: general formal and informal sources, the Elder Abuse Hotline, and the Adult Protective Services (APS). Findings further suggest that most respondents in both groups have little or no knowledge of the two elder abuse-specific sources of formal help, the Hotline and APS. Logistic regression analysis on 12 independent variables revealed ethnicity and income as significant predictors of respondents' awareness of available help.

Recommendations/implications: Implications of the study results for strategies for early intervention and prevention of elder abuse are discussed.

Scope:

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Korean Americans, help awareness, White Americans.

Source: Journal abstract.

E14.
Pablo, S., & Braun, K. (1997). Perceptions of elder abuse and neglect and help-seeking patterns among Filipino and Korean elderly women in Honolulu. Journal of Elder Abuse and Neglect. 9(2):63–76. 

Research focus/aims: This paper explores the help-seeking patterns of elder abuse services of Filipino and Korean women in Honolulu.
Participants: Filipino and Korean women living in Honolulu.
Key findings/outcomes: Surprisingly, the respondents were more similar in their responses to Caucasian than Korean participants from a study conducted previously in Minnesota. One theory for this was that Asian-Americans in Honolulu had greater access to culturally appropriate services than minorities in mid-western US communities. The findings suggest that the degree of acculturation to the host society may be more important in people’s perceptions of elder abuse and help-seeking patterns than their ethnicity or cultural influences.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The participants were asked to respond to mistreatment scenarios. The results were then examined and compared to earlier research using the same methodology.
Country: United States.

Keywords: elder abuse, Filipino women, Korean women, help-seeking behaviour.

Source: CANE abstract

E15.
Park, H-J. (2006). Scoping the issues of elder abuse among Asian migrants. In S. Tse et al. (Eds.). Prevention, protection and promotion. (pp. 50–56). Proceedings of the Second International Asian Health and Wellbeing Conference. Auckland New Zealand University of Auckland. 

Research focus/aims: To identify what is known about the nature, prevalence and consequences of elder abuse among Asian older people crossing cultures. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The writer notes that there is a paucity of writing on elder abuse and neglect among Asian migrants and that no research on the topic involving the Asian population in New Zealand had been found. A few research articles, mainly conducted with Asian Americans, deal with ethnic differences related to the perception of elder abuse and attitudes towards the involvement of others in abuse issues. Most of the studies with Asian ethnic groups support the notion that elder abuse is prevalent among Asian migrants and that their abuse cases are unlikely to be reported in host societies. The results of the review imply that elder abuse and neglect among Asian-New Zealanders could be a serious problem that remains hidden due to the cultural characteristics and social situations of ethnic minority groups. 

Scope: A literature review which included published books as well as materials produced by governments and non-governmental organisations. 

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: elder abuse, Asian immigrants.

E16. 
Rinsky, K., & Malley-Morrison, K. (2007). Russian perspectives on elder abuse: An exploratory study. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect. 18 (2–3):123–139. 

Research focus/aims: The purpose of this study was to analyse Russian perceptions of elder abuse as reflected in their examples of abusive behaviour from an adult child to an aging parent. Also of interest was the possibility of gender differences in the Russian perspectives on elder abuse.

Participants: The convenience sample consisted of 21 Russian participants (10 males, 10 females, and one without gender identified), who provided examples of extreme, moderate, and mild abuse from an adult child towards an aging parent.

Key findings/outcomes: Most examples of extreme abuse were forms of physical violence. Typical examples of moderate abuse were instances of psychological aggression, particularly verbal aggression, and neglect. The most common examples of mild abuse were verbal aggression and neglect. One-way analyses of variance revealed statistically significant gender differences in the number of references to psychological aggression in general, and to verbal aggression in particular, in the examples of moderate abuse, with females giving more examples than males.

Recommendations/ implications: (not specified in the abstract)

Scope: An exploratory study.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Russians, perceptions, gender differences.

Source: Journal abstract.

E17.
Rittman, M., Kuzmeskus, L., & Flum, M. (1998). A synthesis of current knowledge on minority elder abuse. In T. Tatara (Ed.) Understanding elder abuse in minority populations. Philadelphia. Brunner/Mazel.

Research focus/aims: This chapter provides an overview of elder abuse research conducted on four minority groups: Blacks (ie African Americans), Hispanics, American Indians and Asian Americans.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: In surveying the literature, it is noted that little research on minority populations exists and that often the sample sizes of the studies limit the generalisability of the findings. However, the available research illustrates culturally specific factors (such as core values) that may contribute to abuse, impede the victim's ability or desire to report or to seek help, and help to maintain the invisibility of elder mistreatment within minority populations.
Recommendations/implications: The authors recommend that future research explore the impact of social issues such as racism and poverty as well as cultural specificity.
Scope: A chapter in a book.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Blacks, Hispanics, Asian Americans, cultural influences
Source: CANE bibliography

E18.
Shibusawa, T. & Yick, A. (2007). Experiences and perceptions of intimate partner violence among older Chinese immigrants. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect. 19(3/ 4):1 – 17. 

Research focus/aims: This study examines the experiences and perceptions of domestic violence among older Chinese immigrants. 

Participants: A subset of respondents 50 years and older who are foreign-born (n = 77).

Key findings/outcomes: Findings indicate that close to 7% of the women and 6% of the men have experienced minor physical violence by their spouses during the past 12 months. Gender and acculturation were associated with perceptions and attitudes towards domestic violence.

Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The study uses data from a larger sample of Chinese Americans who reside in a major metropolitan area in the West Coast. The respondents were selected to (1) examine older Chinese immigrants' experiences with physical abuse by a spouse, (2) explore the definitions and perceptions of intimate partner violence among older Chinese, and (3) examine the relationship between acculturation, victimisation experiences, and perceptions of domestic violence among this population.

Country research undertaken in: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Chinese immigrants, intimate partner violence, experiences, perceptions.

Source: Journal abstract.

E19.
Tam, S., & Neysmith, S. (2006). Disrespect and Isolation: Elder abuse in Chinese communities. Canadian Journal on Aging. 25 (2):141–151. 

Research focus/aims: The research aimed to understand elder abuse of Chinese Canadians with a focus on the social conditions of elder abuse. The questions that guided the research were: What forms do elder abuse and neglect take in the Chinese-Canadian community? What social conditions and processes place Chinese elderly persons at risk of abuse?

Participants: A sample of 33 Chinese home care workers and 7 programme coordinators. 

Key findings/outcomes: The findings show disrespect is the key form elder abuse takes in the Chinese community. Disrespectful acts are abusive because they transgress the Chinese value and norm that dictates respect for elders. As a culturally specific form of abuse, disrespect remains invisible under categories of elder abuse derived from a Western cultural perspective. Applying a social exclusion framework to understand the dynamic of elder abuse, the writers argue that as a marginalised racial minority immigrant, an elderly Chinese person's vulnerability to abuse is increased under conditions of social isolation which was an important feature in the cases of elder abuse described by home care workers.

Recommendations/implications: Based on the finding that elder abuse takes a different cultural form in the Chinese context, the writers recommend that researchers are cautious about applying elder abuse categories derived from a Western cultural perspective to understand or account for abuse in other cultures.

Scope: The findings are based on data from four focus groups held with home care workers and programme co-ordinators from a community-based, multi-service agency serving Chinese seniors in a large metropolitan area.

Country: Canada

Keywords: elder abuse, Chinese Canadian immigrants, disrespect.

E20.
Tomita, S. (1998). Exploration of elder mistreatment among the Japanese. In In T. Tatara (Ed.). Understanding Elder Abuse in Minority Populations. Philadelphia. Brunner/Mazel. 

Research focus/aims: In this chapter, the impact of cultural norms upon Japanese-American elder mistreatment is explored.
Participants: A sample of 22 Japanese -Americans in Seattle and Hawaii.
Key findings/outcomes: Cultural themes that emerge are discussed and centre around the core category of "group above self," and include the concepts of dual and multiple selves, hiding of individual problems and Japanese wrongdoings, male dominance, and unaccountability. Excerpts from transcripts illustrate issues of domestic violence that were present throughout the marital lives of some participants.
Recommendations/implications: N/A

Scope: The study builds upon earlier research (Pillemer & Wolf; Anetzberger, Korbin & Tomita) by using the "grounded theory" of ongoing comparative data analysis of 22 semi-structured interviews with Japanese-Americans.
Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Japanese-Americans, cultural influences.

Research 

F1.
Sullivan, M., Bhuyan, R., Senturia, K., Shiu-Thornton, S., & Ciske, S. (2005).

Participatory action research in practice: A case study in addressing domestic violence in nine cultural communities. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 20(8):977–995.

Research focus/aims: Three main themes were explored: a) understanding the cultural context of domestic violence, b) examining access to and satisfaction with the range of services for women who are battered and c) identifying women’s ideas for addressing domestic violence in their communities. The research was conducted in response to concerns within the domestic violence provider community and stakeholder government agencies.

Participants: A sample of 254 battered women from nine mainly refugee and migrant cultural communities. 

Key findings/outcomes: The research showed that participatory action research (PAR) provides a viable model for developing relationships with community members, fostering diverse participation, sharing decision making and developing culturally competent research methods and data analysis. Factors that contributed to the overall success of the research were the capacity of the community based agencies to participate and take a lead role, the infrastructure to follow up and the institutional commitment that enabled it all to happen and the nature of the research which galvanized the group.

Recommendations/ implications: Because PAR research projects are more likely to increase women’s safety and enhance the relevance and legitimacy of the research and its findings, the writers hope that public health officials will collaborate closely with domestic violence advocates on research that addresses domestic violence. 

Scope: A case study of a PAR project that conducted formative qualitative research on domestic violence in nine ethnic and sexual minority communities.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee and migrant women, community-based participatory action research 

F2.
Yick, A.G. (2007). Role of culture and context: Ethical issues in research with Asian American and immigrants in intimate violence. Journal of Family Violence. 22(5):277 – 285.

Research focus/aims: This article presents an overview of the socio-cultural context of Western biomedical ethics with a focus on the specific ethical issues that emerge when conducting research regarding intimate partner violence among Asian-American and immigrant populations.

Participants: N/A
Key findings/outcomes: Research into intimate partner violence among Asian-American and immigrant populations is complex because of the multifaceted issues that emerge due to: (1) their marginalized position and vulnerability; and (2) the subject matter being considered sensitive. The author argues that a discussion of ethics is inherent to any discussion about cultural competence and social scientific research. A key ethical concern is the underlying issues of power with the researcher-subject dyad. The author also considers intimate partner violence within Asian-American and Asian immigrant families, which remains largely a hidden problem due to the taboo associated with disclosure.
Recommendations/ implications: Researchers are cautioned to be particularly sensitive regarding: (1) the subjects’ level of autonomy within the research-subject relationship; (2) the language barrier that may interfere with informed consent; (3) the limits to confidentiality and the consequences for subjects’ physical welfare; and (4) the minimization of subject distress and the assurance of subject safety. Since it is unrealistic to assume researchers can become familiar with the array of specific logistical and cultural nuances pertaining to the ethnic minority group under study, it is suggested that the research process be viewed as a collaboration effort with community leaders and cultural experts. In outlining these ethical concerns, the author reviews Western biomedical ethics from a socio-cultural context, which holds individual rights as sacred and based on four ethical principles: autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, and justice.
Scope: A discussion and review article.

Country: United States

Keywords: research, intimate partner violence, Asian Americans, immigrants 
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=241415
F3.
Yick, A, G., & Berthold, S. M. (2005). Conducting research on violence in Asian American communities: Methodological issues. Violence and Victims 20(6):661–677. 

Research focus/aims: After summarizing the authors' research on violence in Asian-American communities (domestic violence, dating violence, community violence, and war trauma), this article discusses methodological and ethical issues in such studies.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: N/A

Recommendations/ implications: When conducting research on violence in Asian American communities, researchers need to consider how culture, race, and ethnicity influence definitions of concepts, and methodological issues such as research designs, sampling, developing and translating instruments, ethical issues, recruiting research participants, supervising and training interviewers, and disseminating findings. A commitment to a research programme that collaborates with the community under study and cultural experts is essential at every stage of the study.

Scope: The summaries focus on the studies' objectives and methodologies, without mention of the findings. Examples from the authors' research studies on community violence in the Khmer community, domestic violence in the Chinese American community, and dating violence in Asian American groups are extrapolated to highlight various themes. A section of the article discuses methodological issues related to conceptual definitions and measurement instruments. Attention is given to the concepts of "race," "ethnicity," and "culture" when used in studies of Asians; the definition of "violence;" the definition of and responses to "trauma;" language issues; and response styles and biases. Another section on methodological issues discusses sampling designs and the fostering and maintenance of cooperation and trust. The discussion of the latter topic focuses on language issues, credibility and legitimization, training and supervising interviewers, and the dissemination of research findings. The section on ethical issues considers power dynamics in research with Asians, informed consent, confidentiality/anonymity, and ensuring participants' safety.

Scope: A discussion paper

Country: United States

Keywords: cross-cultural research, research methodology, Khmer, Chinese Americans 

Source: Journal and NCJRS abstract. http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Publications/abstract.aspx?ID=234520
F4.
Yick, A.G., & Oomen-Early, J. (2008). A 16-year examination of domestic violence among Asians and Asian Americans in the empirical knowledge base: a content analysis. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 23(8):1075–94.
Research focus/aims: In this content analysis, the authors examined trends in publications in leading scholarly journals on violence relating to Asian women and domestic violence.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The terms used in discussing domestic violence reflected a feminist perspective. Three quarters of the studies were empirical, with most guided by logical positivism using quantitative designs. Most targeted specific Asian subgroups (almost a third focused on Asian Indians) rather than categorizing Asians as a general ethnic category. The concept of "Asian culture" was most often assessed by discussing Asian family structure.

Recommendations/ implications: Future research is discussed in light of the findings.

Scope: A coding schema was developed, with two raters coding the data with high interrater reliability. Sixty articles were published over the 16 years studied, most atheoretical and focusing on individual levels of analysis.

Country: United States

Keywords: research, Asian Americans, Asian immigrants, content analysis

Source: Journal abstract

F5.
Yoshihama, M., Rodriguez, R., & Dasgupta, R.D. (1999). Ending Domestic Violence: How to Conduct Appropriate Research in Diverse Populations. Proceedings of the Next Millennium Conference.

Research focus/aims: Three women researchers of domestic violence amongst immigrant women discuss appropriate ways of conducting this research. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Yoshihama notes that battered women of colour face different experiences and different barriers than white battered women. Based on her research with Asian Pacific American women she advises that standard measures of domestic violence do not capture some of the culturally based aspects of abuse. A survey of women in the targeted population found that the cultural value of enduring life's hardships with grace and patience without complaining impacts their response to abuse, including emotional abuse. Japan-born residents of the United States are less likely to use "active" coping in dealing with abuse. Rodriguez’ research on domestic violence among migrant farm workers, mainly Mexican-Americans identified the particular difficulties women have in dealing with abuse, because of their special socioeconomic situation. Dasgupta discusses the ways in which research reflects the biases, attitudes, experiences, and background of the researcher. 
Recommendations/ implications: Researchers who focus on particular ethnic groups must take care to include persons from the population being studied, such that research methodology and hypotheses take into account the characteristics of the population being studied.
Scope: A discussion paper

Country: United States
Keywords: research methods, migrant women
Intervention and prevention

G1.
Allimant, A. (2005). Immigrant Women’s Support Service (Queensland). In Aware Newsletter (5) Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault (ACSSA). Australian Institute of Family Studies. Melbourne. http://www.aifs.gov.au/acssa/pubs/newsletter/n5.html

Research focus/aims: In this article Allimant describes the Immigrant Women’s Support Service, its philosophy, the service it offers and its modus operandi. She also describes the barriers NESB women face in seeking help and the lessons the service has learned.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The service specializes in working with NESB women over 15 who have been sexually assaulted. It operates within a feminist philosophy. Two important differences between it and mainstream services is that advocacy is part of its interaction with women and all its workers are trained to work cross-culturally. Because it is a specialized service it is better able to meet the need of its clients. It offers culturally-appropriate counselling, court support, access to printed resources, women’s groups, community education to ethnic communities about the law, women’s rights etc and consultation with service providers. Barriers include language; a lack of information about rights and a lack of familiarity with the systems; shame of disclosure; cultural and sexual barriers, eg, issues around virginity; fear of authority figures, of information not being kept confidential, of bringing further stigma to their community’ and of deportation; systemic racism; unsuitable interpreters and a lack of cross-cultural sensitivity by service providers. 

Recommendations/ implications: Amongst the many things the service has learnt are the need for: the consistent and appropriate use of interpreters, advocacy, men to take responsibility for their actions, ongoing and extensive community education, resourcing which adequately meets the needs of diversity and the need to: understand the refugee/migrant experience of women and the dynamics of domestic violence, reflect on power dynamics and service delivery models from a world view, educate men as well as women, to challenge racist and stereotyping behaviour and recognize the violation of human rights at a global level

Scope: The information here is based on an interview conducted by ACSSA with Margaret Allimant, the coordinator of the Immigrant Women’s Support Service.

Country: Australia

Keywords: sexual violence, immigrant and refugee women, service delivery, barriers to seeking help

G2.
Bonar, M., & Roberts, D. (2006). A review of literature relating to family and domestic violence in culturally and linguistically diverse communities in Australia. Western Australia. Department of Community Development. Family and Domestic Violence Unit. Available online at:
http://www.community.wa.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/F99C99BA-66BB-47A4-A2F2-C9A73AE360F1/0/CaLDliteraturereview.pdf 

Research focus/aims: This provides a literature review on issues and initiatives relating to family and domestic violence in culturally and linguistically diverse (CaLD) communities in Australia.

Participants: N/A.

Key findings/outcomes: Although research has been conducted with specific ethnic groups it is hard to provide accurate statistics for the extent and nature of domestic violence within CaLD communities. Research findings show that many of the agencies and service providers have supported procedures that are more inclusive but in practice, the strategies do not seem to be implemented. Research suggests that positive messages reinforcing community values such as family harmony and healthy relationships may be more effective than confronting and aggressive messages. 

Recommendations/ implications: The review suggests the need for an integrated national data collection system. New culturally appropriate models and interventions are required to ensure there are good practice models and guidelines. It suggests the need to focus on rural and remote communities and also innovative strategies that suit Western Australia’s geography and demography. The importance of general practitioners and the health system for women from CaLD backgrounds is highlighted. The review recommends that the lack of qualified interpreters and of appropriate referral options should be addressed as a key strategy. Specific services for CaLD groups may be required as they may not use mainstream services for a range of reasons. A recurring theme of the literature indicates that for prevention, protection of victims and provision of services, the “one size does not fit all” is common insofar as mainstream services are not equipped to deal with the complex needs of marginalized groups. Another common theme is the need to engage key community and religious leaders to address family violence in CaLD communities. Settlement issues also mean there is a need for new and emerging communities to be informed of Australian law and services within a culturally appropriate forum. The review calls for an urgent need to develop culturally appropriate interventions and holistic preventative programmes that target men from CaLD backgrounds who perpetrate domestic violence.

Scope: This is the outcome of a review of Australian statistics, national and jurisdictional research guidelines and models on working with women and families, working with children and working with men, as well as culturally appropriate responses to family and domestic violence.

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, CaLD communities, intervention

Source: http://www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au/research.html
G3.
Cardrona, J.R. P., Meyer E., Schimaberg, L., & Post. L. (2007). Elder abuse and neglect  in Latino families: An ecological and culturally relevant theoretical framework for clinical practice. Family Process. 46 (4):451–470.

Research focus/aims: There is a scarcity of theoretical frameworks capable of describing precursors and dynamics associated with elder abuse and neglect in Latino families. The present manuscript seeks to address the gap in the literature by presenting an integrative theoretical framework that fosters an ecological and cultural understanding of elder abuse and neglect among Latinos. This framework is expected to

offer useful guidelines for family therapists who use diverse clinical approaches.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Active neglect appears to be the most prevalent form of elder abuse among Latinos. The proposed model rests on the premise that Latino families caring for elder adults have the ability to adapt to the demands of aging only if they are supported by nurturing environments. The proposed model describes elder abuse and neglect as multifactorial phenomena and identifies specific risk factors associated with the etiology and maintenance of elder abuse and neglect in Latino families. 
Recommendations/implications: The model provides clinical applications, including reflections about the therapists' need to extend their scope of practice beyond traditional family therapy interventions. A brief case study is presented that illustrates the clinical application of the model with a Latino family. The writers stress the need to develop culturally relevant methodologies capable of providing access to Latino families affected by elder abuse, in addition to obtaining reliable data regarding the prevalence of abuse. 

Scope: A discussion paper

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Latinos, Latinas, ecological framework

G4.
Cosio-Franco, A. (1997). Maltreatment of Mexican-American elders in Texas – An overview. Paper presented at a national conference on elder abuse in minority communities, sponsored by the National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA) and the Archstone Foundation, Long Beach, California. June, 1997,


Research focus/aims: This paper reports on one phase of Texas Adult Protective Services efforts to enhance cultural sensitivity in service provision.

Participants: Racially balanced focus groups of APS caseworkers, supervisors, and administrators were conducted to assimilate "front line" perceptions regarding the patterns of abuse in minority populations.

Key findings/outcomes: "La Familia" emerged as a cultural core value within the Mexican-American tradition that likely limits the elder in admitting to victimization and in accepting help, and may contribute to the tolerance of financial exploitation. "Verguenza," the concept of shame, is also noted. Language barriers and welfare reform are briefly discussed as obstacles in providing services, particularly to those cases involving severe neglect.

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: N/A

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, Mexican Americans, cultural influences

Source: CANE abstract

G5. 
Crighton-Hill, Y. (2001). Challenging ethnocentric explanations of domestic violence: Let us decide, then value our decisions—a Samoan response. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse. 2 (3):203–214. 

Research focus/aims: This article provides a critique of the Duluth model, a model that has been adopted universally as a tractable strategy for managing male aggression, and explores the knowledge requirements for social workers working with Samoan women who have been abused by Samoan men.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The Duluth power and control wheel, is identified as having significant gaps within the analysis when reviewed from a Samoan perspective.

Recommendations: Suggestions for working with Samoan women and their communities are offered at the service, legal, and educational levels. This article argues that further research is required to ascertain the nature of domestic violence for Samoan women in New Zealand and more work is required with Samoan communities to determine the nature of service provision. It further argues that a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of domestic violence as well as an understanding of the unique dynamics of Samoan culture are necessary.

Scope: A discussion paper.

Country: New Zealand

Keywords: domestic violence, Samoans, interventions, Duluth power and control wheel 

Source: Journal abstract

G6.
Family Violence Prevention Fund. (2005). Understanding the children, immigration and family violence: An examination of the issues. Downloaded 03.07.09 from: http://www.f2f.ca.gov/res/UnderstandingImmigration.pdf
Research focus/aims: To identify challenges and opportunities in reaching out to and delivering services to immigrant children and families affected by family violence, best practices in serving them, and policy implications for the work. 

Participants: Experts and practitioners in the fields of family violence, children’s services and immigration services.

Key findings/outcomes: The study identified the following strengths of immigrant families: strong sense of family, strong sense of community, strong sense of faith, desire to do well and be lawful, desire for children to do well, resourcefulness and resiliency. Challenges faced by immigrant families are: the loss of traditional systems of support, language barriers, cultural barriers, structural access barriers, juggling many challenges, use of immigration status as strategy for power and control, anti-immigrant attitudes, conflicts between parents and children, past trauma, literacy issues, threat of deportation, not knowing the law, invisibility. 

Recommendations/ implications: The following best practices were adopted:

involve immigrant youth and families in planning and leadership; partner and share resources; promote cultural competency, language diversity and gender sensitivity, implement a community organizing prevention model, provide family centred, strengths-based services, ensure that services are embedded in the community, provide a full range of services, include services for men, offer fun, safe experiences for children and youth, integrate parenting issues, engage in a public awareness campaign, provide follow-up to family violence prevention activities, plan carefully for screening, assessment and documentation. Recommendations are to: place a priority on family violence systems that reach immigrant children; encourage partnerships between family violence prevention and service agencies, organizations that serve immigrant children and families, and leaders within the immigrant community; promote policies that reflect an understanding of the unique needs of immigrant children and families, require all grantees to submit a plan of how they will address the needs of immigrant children and families to receive funding. 

Scope: The process used to meet the research aims included a review of the relevant literature, a national telephone survey of experts and practitioners in the fields of family violence, children’s services and immigration services and the convening of a National Workgroup to discuss the above. 

Country: United States

Keywords: family violence, immigrant families, strengths, barriers, best practice 

G7. 
Fontes, L.A. (2002). Child discipline and physical abuse in immigrant Latino families: Reducing violence and misunderstandings. Journal of Counseling & Development. 80(1):31– 41. 

Research focus/aims: This article examines common areas of misunderstanding between professionals and low-income Latino families concerning issues of physical abuse.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The writer argues that low-income immigrant children deserve the same protection from harsh physical punishment as all other children. The article suggests culturally competent ways for counsellors to work with Latino families to eliminate all forms of violence toward children including corporal punishment and argues that the systemic stresses on low-income Latino immigrant families must be acknowledged and reduced when addressing child discipline and abuse.
Recommendations: These include counsellors interacting in a friendly professional with all members of the family, assessing the overall family relationships, discussing the incident in a non-judgmental way and discussing the parent’s disciplinary practices with them. Counsellors are also recommended to help family’s reduce their isolation and stress.

Scope: A discussion paper

Country: United States

Keywords: child abuse, Latino immigrant families, interventions

G8. 
Hancock, T. U, & Siu, K. (2009). A culturally sensitive intervention with domestically violent Latino immigrant men. Journal of Family Violence. 24:123–132.

Research focus/aims: The article describes a culturally sensitive intervention developed when practitioners in an agency, that provided court ordered domestic

violence treatment, observed that recently arrived Latino immigrant men failed to respond to the Duluth model which had as an underlying theme and the association of patriarchy with male oppression and abuse. This and the stress on equalitarianism as a key aspect of non-abusive relationships seemed to be unacceptable to men whose cultural ideals of masculinity were interwoven with a self-identity of themselves
as family leaders and authority figures. Another limitation of the Duluth model was the lack of attention to environmental factors that impacted the wellbeing of newly arrived immigrant couples and families. The new intervention took into consideration Latino cultural values and environmental stressors on immigrant families. Healing themes were selected that required the men to confront personal trauma and negative acculturation experiences and connect these to conflict and partner abuse. The approach was designed to help the men stop the abuse, preserve partner relationships, and strengthen family life. It built on the values and traditions of the Latino culture and stressed the concept of respect. The goal was not to equalize power between male and female partners, but to help the men gain the attitudes and relationship skills needed for respectful and compassionate family leadership. 

Participants: Recently arrived domestically violent Latino men predominantly of Mexican origin many of whom were from poor rural communities who were court ordered to undergo an intervention programme. Most were undocumented.

Key findings/outcomes: The most common source of marital conflict reported by the men was the shift in gender roles that resulted from migration as their wives became involved in the workplace and contributed to family finances. Observations of the immigrant men’s response to the culturally sensitive approach indicated that the men engaged more actively and more positively in the group process than during their participation in the Duluth model of intervention. High rates of completion (almost 90%) and low rates of repeat enrollment (less than 25%) in the treatment programme by almost a hundred men who entered and exited the programme in over a 2-year period provided preliminary evidence that the approach is relevant and effective with this population. The approach has not, however, been formally evaluated.
Recommendations: N/A

Scope: The group intervention was a 26 week programme that met an hour and a half weekly. All sessions were conducted in Spanish. The group consisted of 12 to 18

members at any given point in time with new members being accepted as space became available.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Latino immigrants, intervention programme, Duluth model

G9.
Immigrant women’s domestic violence service. (2006). The right to be safe from domestic violence :Immigrant and refugee women in rural Victoria. Immigrant Women's Domestic Violence Service. Melbourne. (Vic.) 

Available from: http://www.iwdvs.org.au/publications/FinalIWDVS-RuralReportMay06.pdf 
Research focus/aims: This publication reports on the experiences of domestic violence from women of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in rural and regional areas in Victoria and from workers dealing with domestic violence in those areas.

Participants: Focus group interviews were conducted with women from Italy, Greece, Iraq, Kuwait, the Philippines, Turkey, Tonga and Bosnia. An additional group also included women from other backgrounds.

Key findings/outcomes: The majority of women had no knowledge of the services available. If women intended to disclose, confidentiality was essential. When they took action, they were more likely to approach mainstream services (e.g. police) than crisis or domestic violence support agencies. Women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in rural areas face additional barriers: language difficulties, fears about immigration or residency status, physical and cultural isolation, and racist community attitudes. 

Recommendations/ implications: Service workers also do not come from immigrant backgrounds so the researchers found a need for cultural sensitivity training. They also found that women must have access to support services that enable them to exercise their rights and independence: adequate housing, medical care, child care, education and training, English training, transport, employment, income and interpreters. The legal and social welfare systems are discussed in order to consider responses that reflect diverse values and experiences. The report suggests the need to frame violence in a broader context of safety such as safety planning and flexible response. Aggression in the home is likely to be considered a secondary threat if there is racism or racist aggression in the wider community. The importance of relationship is emphasised – who women know who could lead them to people or information that could assist them with support was paramount, as it is through relationship connections that most women find the relevant information. Suggestions by the way of action priorities are given. Action priorities are based on five areas: building relationships; organizational and staff development; a strategic approach to overcoming barriers; provision of information; and joint action.

Scope: N/A

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, refugee and immigrant women, help-seeking barriers

G10.
Kallivayalil, D. (2007). Feminist therapy: Its use and implications for South Asian immigrant survivors of domestic violence. Women & Therapy. 30(3 & 4):109–127. 

Research focus/aims: The writer aims to show that feminist therapy is a compelling framework to use with women who are survivors of domestic violence due to its focus on power and oppression in women's lives.This is in spite of the fact that the limited research that exists suggests that Asian values are in contrast to the principles of feminist therapy for a variety of reasons, and that feminist frameworks have been criticized for their lack of attention to the experiences of diverse groups of women. 
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: This paper suggests that practitioners enact feminist and multicultural principles in their work, by their attention to socio-cultural context, their focus on women's empowerment and voicing women's lived experiences, and their consideration of the dynamics of the therapeutic relationship. They hold patriarchy in its complexity accountable for domestic violence in the community. Although the term “feminist” was rarely used, in contrast to work that suggests that Asian women would not identify with self-based models of therapy, practitioners articulated that women do benefit from insight-based therapy, and attempted to work against cultural stereotypes that they often see functionally used to evade addressing trauma and grief. 

Recommendations/ implications:

Scope: Interviews were conducted with practitioners who work with battered South Asian women.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asian women, immigrants, feminist therapy; 

Source: Journal abstract

G11.
Keller, M. & Brennan, P.K. (2007). Cultural considerations and challenges to service delivery for Sudanese victims of domestic violence. Insights from service providers and actors in the criminal justice system. International Review of Victimology. 14(1):115–141. [image: image9.png]


 

Research aims/focus: To respond to the concern of domestic violence service providers worried that many Sudanese women are suffering abuse in silence. Participants: See below

Key findings/outcomes: The interviewees identified the areas of difficulty they encountered most frequently when working with Sudanese clients. Everyone interviewed agreed that Sudanese cultural norms created barriers to service delivery. The interviewees also discussed the strategies they employed when they provided services to Sudanese women, along with their impressions about how well or how poorly those approaches worked. 

Recommendations/ implications: The recommendations of those interviewed are presented.

Scope: The writers interviewed victim advocates, criminal justice personnel, and other community-based service providers.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Sudanese women refugees, barriers to help-seeking

Source: Database abstract

G12.
MacLeod, L., & Shin, M. (1990). Isolated, Afraid and Forgotten: The Service Delivery Needs and Realities of Immigrant and Refugee Women who are Battered. Survey report. Canada Dept of National Health and Welfare. Ottawa. 

Research focus/aims: This report provides an overview of the service needs of Canada's immigrant and refugee women who are battered, the nongovernmental services available to meet these needs, and issues and barriers to providing effective services to these women and their families.

Participants: Information came from informal interviews with service providers who were selected through a snowball sampling technique.
Key findings/outcomes: The participants emphasized the need to assure service effectiveness with respect to the experiences, fears, needs, and hopes of abused women. They also emphasized the added vulnerability and isolation that immigration or refugee experiences impose on women and that these factors complicate the reality of domestic assault.
Recommendations/ implications: The main service needs are information about rights and laws, a supportive network, the opportunity to discuss and reassess beliefs and assumptions with women and men who understand their culture and can communicate in their language, subsidized language-training classes with training allowances and free child care facilities, culturally sensitive child care facilities, more job-training courses, affordable housing, and services in the woman's language. The analysis concluded that these women need more services geared to their needs and realities, access to more culturally sensitive mainstream services, and involvement in the development and operation of services for immigrant and refugee women who are abused.
Scope: A review document

Country: Canada.

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant and refugee women, victim service needs, 

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=150920
G13.
Miralles, J. (1999). Conference Proceedings. Victims Referral and Assistance Service. Melbourne. Australia

Research focus/aims: N/A

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: N/A

Recommendations/ implications: The speaker stresses the need for a service which is culturally sensitive as opposed to culturally aware, that is, it must adopt a non-assumption policy. Migrant women are not a homogeneous group but come from many cultural backgrounds. Support for victims of crime should look at undertaking issues of NESB women in situations of violence. Some of the issues for NESB women are: lack of access to an interpreter, lack of income, housing, permanent residency and legal issues, lack of translated material, lack of support services for women with psychiatric problems due to domestic violence. Information for them must be in a manner they can understand. Any service must start with a commitment to analysing how individual staff and organizational structures create barriers. 

Scope: A conference paper discussing the support female victims of domestic violence from NESB backgrounds need.

Country: Not applicable

Keywords: domestic violence, NESB women, issues and service needs

G14.
Nerenberg, L. (1998). Culturally specific outreach in elder abuse. In Understanding Elder Abuse in Minority Populations. In T. Tatara (Ed.). Philadelphia. Brunner/Mazel 

Research focus/aims: Noting that cultural norms greatly influence perceptions of elder mistreatment and the acceptance of outreach services, the author examines some experiences of existing programs in order to offer guidelines in developing culturally specific services.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Included is a history of the San Francisco Consortium for Elder Abuse Prevention, coordinated by the Goldman Institute on Aging. The Consortium has grown to a network of 78 public and private agencies that provide services and support to their respective clients who are at risk of, or are experiencing, elder abuse. A fundamental principle of this model is that pre-existing agencies are socially, culturally and geographically equipped to provide services to particular populations. SHE (Self Help for the Elderly, a multiservice agency serving primarily Chinese elders), "We Are Family," (a programme geared towards the African-American community through churches) and an attempt to develop outreach to the Latino groups in the Mission district are highlighted. In discussing the successes and shortcomings of these programmes, the author identifies ways in which culturally specific strategies may be counter to traditional outreach efforts, yet more effective in serving minorities
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: A book chapter

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, minority populations, outreach programmes

Source: CANE abstract 

G15.
Nesci, A. (2006). Overcoming barriers to providing domestic violence services for women from culturally and linguistically different backgrounds. Paper delivered at National Homeless Conference Sydney. 

Research focus/aims: This paper discusses why women from CALD backgrounds do not access domestic violence services and offers some strategies for consideration. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: One of the biggest problems for women dealing with domestic violence issues is navigating the system. Women will contact someone they trust even if that person is not in an organization able to address her needs. Women from CALD backgrounds are underrepresented in the system. Any consultation is token. Some other barriers are that women also fear a system they do not understand and fear leaving the support of their community. For many, where everything happens in terms of family and community, individualism is an alien concept. Isolation, language barriers, a system that is bewildering, and pressure from her children may mean that if she does go to a refuge she will soon return to a violent situation. 

Recommendations/ implications: Flexible services which work in cooperation with bilingual/bicultural workers are needed and the woman needs to be engaged in the service delivery. Women willing to go on committees need to be supported the knowledge and skills that are there, used including generalist ethno specific workers and the consultative process used one that is best for the groups to be consulted. 

Scope: A conference paper. The paper’s contents are based on the writer’s experience working in health promotion for women from NESB backgrounds. 

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, CALD women, barriers to service use

G16.
Pan, A., Daley, S., Rivera, L. M., Williams, K., Lingle, D., & Reznik, V. (2006). Understanding the role of culture in domestic violence: The Ahimsa Project for Safe Families. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health. 8(1):35–43.

Research focus/aims: A description of the Ahimsa for Safe Families Project an innovative collaborative project that addresses domestic violence in immigrant and refugee communities in San Diego. The project is designed to increase awareness of domestic violence among Latino, Somali, and Vietnamese communities and to develop and implement culturally specific programs aimed at each community. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: N/A
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: The authors describe the Project's needs assessment, and community dialogues that guided the development of specific interventions; present the lessons learned; and describe replicable, culturally specific prevention strategies utilized by the Project.

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Latino, Somali Vietnamese, refugees/immigrant, cultural-specific interventions 

Source: Journal abstract

G17.
Preisser, A.B. (1999). Domestic violence in South Asian communities in America: Advocacy and intervention. Violence Against Women. 5(6):684 – 699.

Research focus/aims: This article discusses the evolution of a grassroots organization, the Asian Women's Self-Help Association (ASHA), based in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area, which has developed a culture-specific advocacy and intervention model. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: ASHA was formed in 1989 by a small group of South Asian women who wanted to voice their concerns about the increasing number of immigrant South Asian women in crisis due to domestic violence. They believed that because of the unique cultural influences and perspectives of South Asians in America, an intervention approach had to be based in a knowledge of these factors. Gradually, ASHA has expanded to include peer counseling, initial legal information, emergency medical and shelter information, and financial assistance in the form of loans; ASHA is also a liaison to the formal network of service agencies. ASHA recognizes that the therapy component in particular must pay attention to the cultural, historical, and ethnic contexts of the women and their families. In addition to a general knowledge of cultural values of clients, therapists must focus on two key concepts: the degree of acculturation that the client has undergone in the mainstream culture and the type of ethnic identity that the client has developed. 

Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: The article profiles a model of intervention and describes social service intervention strategies as well as legal intervention strategies.
Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, South Asians, immigrant women, cultural influences, intervention

Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=177883
G18.
Preston, B. (2001). Booklet for service providers who work with immigrant families on issues relating to child discipline, child abuse and child neglect. National Clearinghouse on Family Violence. Health Canada, Ottawa, Canada. URL: http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/cm-vee/publicat/pdf/child_e.pdf
Research focus/aims: This booklet is for service providers who work with immigrant families on issues relating to child discipline, child abuse, and child neglect.

Participants:N/A

Key findings/outcomes: No ethnic group condones sexual or physical abuse of children, but what constitutes physical abuse varies from family to family and culture to culture. Immigrant families may be fearful and resentful of child protection authorities and police, and may want to avoid involving authorities in family issues because they are considered private. Because of linguistic and other barriers, much information that is readily available to Canadian-born parents doesn't reach many immigrant families. According to the booklet, service providers should be able to discuss with immigrant parents such topics as: (1) the age and period of time a parent can leave a child unattended; (2) whether it is neglect to keep a child out of school; (3) whether putting pressure on a child to meet very high academic standards constitutes abuse; and (4) the extent to which parents can go to prevent a teenage daughter from wearing make-up or dating.

Recommendations/ implications: The booklet suggests several ways that service providers can help immigrant families prevent child abuse and neglect. It also contains information on finding multilingual resource materials for ethnocultural communities.

Scope: A practice manual

Country: Canada

Keywords: Child abuse, immigrants, cultural influences, Immigrants, child abuse prevention

G19.
Rees, S. (2004). Human rights and the significance of psychosocial and cultural issues in domestic violence policy and intervention for refugee women. Australian Journal of Human Rights. 10:1
Research focus/aims: To articulate and contextualize the issues of domestic and family violence as they arose in an East Timorese women asylum seekers study and to (1) apply human rights theory to explore secondary source material concerning the psychosocial and cultural issues of relevance to domestic violence in refugee communities generally, and (2) initiate discussion of social and health policy responses and interventions in the Australian context. The paper is intended to provide impetus for future research projects to identify the extent of the problem of domestic violence and cultural variations in refugee communities in Australia, as well as to further explore the complexity of the issues and associated responses required from policy makers and practitioners.

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Applying human rights theory, the writer argues that universal standards of personal safety for women should be paramount; however, understanding cultural difference, including gender roles and tolerance to domestic violence in the country of origin, is essential in the development of appropriate policies and interventions. Additionally, the psychosocial effects of war and persecution, and various interrelated post-migration experiences, are articulated as probable causal factors. Changes in identity or perceptions of self, unemployment, isolation of women from family and social supports, insecure residency status, and increased access to alcohol and psychotropic substances are identified as factors that require consideration in the development of policies and interventions to address domestic violence affecting refugee women.
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: A position paper

Country: Australia

Keywords: domestic violence, East-Timorese asylum-seekers, policies, interventions, human rights theory

G20. 
Rothman, E.F., Gupta, J., Pavlos, C., Dang, Q., & Coutinho, P. (2007). Batterer intervention program enrolment and completion amongst immigrant men in Massachusetts. Violence Against Women. 13(5):527–542.

Research focus/aims: This study examined programme completion rates for immigrant and non-immigrant men enrolled in batterer intervention (BI) programmes in Massachusetts. It sought to (a) describe the immigrant men enrolled in Massachusetts BI programs, (b) investigate whether immigrants were more or less likely to complete BI programs than were non-immigrants, and (c) investigate whether immigrants in non-English, culturally specific groups were more or less likely to complete BI programs than were immigrants in mainstream groups.
Participants: Immigrant clients enrolled in Massachusetts batterer intervention (BI) programmes from 2002 to 2004 (N = 480) Of BI program clients, 14% were immigrants. Of these, 73% were not US citizens.
Key findings/outcomes: The immigrant batterer intervention (BI) programme attendees were generally better educated, were earning higher incomes, and were less likely to be unemployed or disabled than their non-immigrant counterparts. Findings did not indicate support for the hypothesis that men who attend language and culture specific BI groups were more likely to complete the programme. Immigrants were more likely to complete the programmes than were non-immigrants (54% vs. 38%). Although a greater proportion of immigrants who attended non-English groups completed the programmes than did immigrants who attended mainstream groups (66% and 46%), neither the bivariate nor the adjusted odds ratio was statistically significant. There was no support for the hypothesis that men who attend language- and culture- specific BI groups are more likely to complete the programmes but this possibility is not precluded. One possible explanation for immigrants’ relatively high programme completion rate may be that they are more fearful of the consequences of violating probation than are non-immigrants.
Recommendations/ implications: Additional research that evaluates both mainstream and culturally specific BI programmes for recent immigrants. In the meantime an open mind needs to be kept about whether or not specialized programmes will decrease programme attrition or improve outcomes.

Scope: The study did not measure outcomes.

Country: United States

Keywords: male batterers, immigrant men, intervention, programme completion rates 
G21.
Sharma, A. (2001). Healing the wounds of domestic abuse: Improving the effectiveness of feminist therapeutic interventions with immigrant and racially visible women who have been abused. Violence Against Women. 7(12):1405–1428.

Research aims/focus: The article examines both the effectiveness of feminist therapy and its limitations when counselling immigrant and racially visible women who have been abused.
Participants: Not applicable
Key findings/outcomes: Feminist therapy is a powerful means of helping abused women because of its focus on systemic sources of oppression and hegemony. These forms of oppression are intimately linked to a woman's cultural and socioeconomic background and affect the way she experiences domestic abuse. Although researchers have shown that feminist therapy can be an effective approach for counselling abused women, it is criticized here for failing to acknowledge the diversity among immigrant and racially visible women who have been abused. The author also describes the reality of domestic violence among these women and how their needs differ from women in the dominant culture.
Recommendations/ implications: To be more inclusive, feminist therapy must become cognizant of the diverse socio-cultural and economic contexts in which these women live. It must move outward to the places, physical, spiritual and emotional most frequented by women from diverse cultural backgrounds to most effectively help these women gain greater access to the information they need. Feminist therapy must also establish appropriate crisis and long-term counselling resources ideally staffed by immigrant and racially visible women.
Scope: The effectiveness and limitations of feminist therapeutic interventions with immigrant and racially visible women.

Country: Canada

Keywords: abused women, immigrant and racially visible, women, feminist therapeutic interventions
Source: http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/abstract.aspx?ID=192487
G22.
Simbandumwe, L.,  Bailey, K.,  Denetto, S.,  Migliardi, P., 

 HYPERLINK "http://csaweb105v.csa.com/ids70/p_search_form.php?field=au&query=bacon+brenda&log=literal&SID=kmv3v6dppmgraocv5t9l31os23" Bacon, B., & Nighswander, M. (2008). Family violence prevention programs in immigrant communities: Perspectives of immigrant men. Journal of Community Psychology. 36(7):899–914.

Research focus/aims: The authors present findings from the Strengthening Families in Canada Family Violence Prevention Project aimed at engaging immigrant and refugee communities in family violence prevention.

Participants: Sixty-five immigrant and refugee men from diverse backgrounds. 

Key findings/outcomes: Intergenerational conflict, the discipline of children, and

adaptation to shifting gender roles were strongly recurring themes. Participants identified a broad range of actions they would consider to be domestic violence. They provided examples of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. Participants identified economic stress, cultural adaptation, addictions, miscommunication, the lack of information and

expanded rights and freedoms as causes of domestic violence. There was general consensus that physical violence between spouses was not acceptable. Participants expressed differing views on the acceptability of physical discipline of children. Participants identified both physical and psychological impacts of domestic abuse. Family disintegration was identified as a critical concern. There was strong support for providing immigrant and refugee men with more information and education on domestic violence prevention. Dominant themes were cultural adaptation, the need to gain a better understanding of the law and the importance of providing information to newcomers. Participants expressed a concern that a programme directed at immigrant men alone would stigmatize immigrant men. There was strong support for a joint programme that included women, youth and men's views of family violence and their suggestions for prevention education.

Recommendations: Project partners should work together with community groups to develop programmes that stop family violence and which focus on the needs of immigrant and refugee men and cover all aspects of family violence. Among the specific recommendations was ensuring funding was available to evaluate the programme. 

Scope: A paper describing project outcomes. The programme adopted a participatory action research approach which included the involvement of immigrant men in the research design, participant recruitment and the analysis of results. Focus groups and interviews on domestic violence prevention were conducted with the participants.

Country: Canada

Keywords: family violence, immigrant communities, intervention programmes

G23.
Sokoloff, N. J. (2008). The intersectional paradigm and alternative visions to stopping domestic violence: what poor women, women of colour and immigrant women are teaching us about violence in the family. International Journal of Sociology of the Family. 34(2):153–185

Research focus/aims: This article discusses the intersectional paradigm, developed primarily in the past two decades, and how it helps us to better understand domestic violence or interpersonal violence in the family in the United States. It focuses on how women of colour, immigrants, lesbians, poor women, i.e. marginalized groups of women from diverse backgrounds and their allies are choosing to work against domestic violence in US communities. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: The writer argues that there is no "one size fits all" approach to battered women in general and the most marginalized battered women in particular. A more complex analysis is needed to understand how race, class, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, and immigrant status intersect with domestic violence. The role of social justice and grassroots community organizing are emphasized as crucial instruments for social change to fight against violence against women in marginalized communities. Recommendations: The intersectional approach, not typically used in the marriage and family literature, must become a significant part of its framework. 

Scope: A discussion article

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, immigrant women, the intersectional paradigm

Source: Author abstract

G24.
Solano, Nelida. (1999). Conference proceedings. Victims referral and assistance service. Melbourne. Australia

Research focus/aims: N/A

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: N/A

Recommendations/ implications: Culturally appropriate service delivery recognizes that culture is one component of identity and would thus provide a number of models: it would address the settlement experience; it would acknowledge the importance of community for some and use existing community structures, including religious, to help; it would be based on accurate information gathered through the collection of data, a full knowledge of language services available, effective communication and an effective consultative process. 

Scope: A conference paper focussing primarily on culturally appropriate service delivery for victims of domestic violence. 

Country: N/A

Keywords: domestic violence, culturally appropriate service delivery 

G25.
Szczepanska, E. (2005). Before It's Too Late": Evaluation Report. Melbourne, Vic: Australian-Polish Community Services Inc.

Research focus/aims: This report describes and evaluates a six month Polish Domestic Violence Support Group project, set up to address the needs of women who had experienced domestic violence or who had recently left an abusive relationship from the perspective of participants and the programme facilitator.

Participants: A sample of 10 women of Polish background who had experienced domestic violence completed the programme.

Key findings/outcomes: The programme and the implemented therapeutic interventions made a significant and positive impact and improved the emotional wellbeing, sense of safety and belonging for all participants. It also reduced the fear of social rejection and stigma attached to victims of domestic violence. The programme was also found to increase awareness in relation to the impact of abuse on physical health and the importance of self-care. 
Recommendations/ implications: N/A

Scope: An assessment was made of the way the programme was run, its content, attendance, what the participants thought of the programme and the quality of the materials and components used. 

Country: Australia

Keywords: intimate partner violence, Polish women, support group, programme evaluation 

G26. 
Tomita, S. (2000). Elder mistreatment: Practice modifications to accommodate cultural differences. Journal of Multicultural Social Work. 8(3/4):305–326. 
Research focus/aims: Following a discussion of various conflict management styles, this article focuses on how practitioners may adapt interventions to suit various cultural contexts.
Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: Although earlier research indicates that elder abuse victims are predominantly White, recent studies indicate that elder mistreatment may be as prevalent among other ethnic groups. Mistreatment may be undetected and underreported due to subtleties and cultural norms. Modifications described include the following: using culturally sensitive word choices, themes and behaviours to elicit discussion about suspected abuse; employing a neutral demeanor and assisting the victim in safety planning; and employing third party support from non-abusive family, friends and the community to expand the victim's support base beyond that of the perpetrator. Elements of Japanese, Korean, Hispanic and Native American cultures are discussed throughout the article.
Recommendations/ implications:N/A

Scope: A paper focussing on practice.

Country: United States

Keywords: elder abuse, non-white ethnic groups, intervention

Source: Journal abstract.

G27.
Yick, A.G., & Oomen-Early, J. (2009). Using the PEN-3 model to plan culturally competent domestic violence intervention and prevention services in Chinese American and immigrant communities. Health Education. 109 (2):125–139.

Research aims/focus: This article first applies the PEN-3 model to the topic of domestic violence. The PEN-3 model focuses on placing culture at the forefront of health promotion. It consists of three dimensions: cultural identity, relationships and expectations, and cultural empowerment. The article then offers practice recommendations from the PEN-3 analysis to plan culturally relevant and sensitive domestic violence prevention, education, and services targeted to the Chinese American and Chinese immigrant community. 

Participants: N/A

Key findings/outcomes: How Chinese Americans and Chinese immigrants perceive domestic violence and how they obtain formal assistance are embedded within a larger socio-cultural context including a host of factors ranging from personal, family, community, environmental, and structural variables.

Recommendations/implications: The PEN-3 model reinforces the importance in addressing domestic violence within an ecological and cultural framework. Harnessing traditional Chinese value systems (i.e. emphasis on collectivism, hierarchy, patriarchy) and collaborating with the community are essential in promoting culturally sensitive interventions.

Scope: Using existing literature in the areas of domestic violence and health, mental health, and counselling interventions with Chinese Americans and immigrants, the PEN-3 model, as an organizing framework, was applied to understand the phenomenon of domestic violence among Chinese Americans and Chinese immigrants in the United States

Country: United States

Keywords: domestic violence, Chinese immigrants, intervention and prevention

Source: Database abstract
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Appendix B: Ethnic group

	Ethnic group
	References

	Afghani
	C33

	Arab
	C3, C46

	Asian
	A2, A22, C41, C69, D6, D7, D13, D19, F4

	South Asian
	B3 ,B4, B22 ,B23, B26, B31, B38, B39, C1, C2, C6, C12, C21, C32, C60, C61, D9, E17, G17

	South East Asian
	A20

	Bosnia
	C52

	Cambodia
	B8, D3

	Caribbean
	B37, D1

	Chinese
	A3, A7, C31, C42, C72, D17, E`18, E19, G27

	East Timorese
	G19

	Ecuadorean
	B42

	European
	-

	Ethiopian
	A21

	Filipino
	B16, B34, C36, E14

	Haitian
	C40

	Hispanic
	C17, C27, C44, E10, E11

	Indian
	A1, B1, B32, B36, C21, C66, D8, G26

	Iraqi
	A6, C47

	Italian
	E5

	Japanese
	B45, C73, E20, G26

	Jewish
	D16

	Korean
	A8, B28, C7, C64, D11, D12, D14, E4, E11, E12, E13, E14

	Latina/Latino
	A4, A11, B17, B35,C5, C8, C10, C24, C30, C34, C49, C57, C63, C70, C74, C75 , D5, G3,G6, G7, G8, G16

	Mexican
	B9, C4, C71, G4

	Middle East
	A5

	Multi-cultural/ ethnic
	A16. A17, B5, B7, B10, B18, B19, B20, B21, B25, B29, B40, B43, C22, C26, C35, C43, C58, C5, C77, D10, E1, E2, E3, E9, F1, G2, G5, G9, G10, G12, G13, G15, G18, G20, G22, G23, G24

	Muslim
	B4, B6, B13, C9, C28, C46, C62

	Nepali
	C68

	Pacific Peoples
	A10, B15, B27, B33, B44, C23, C56, C69, D7, D13, F5, G5

	Pakistani
	B1, C18, C19

	Palestinian
	B24, C37, C38, C39

	Polish
	C67, G25

	Portugese
	C12

	Puerto- Rican
	D18

	Punjabi
	A23

	Russian
	B1, C25, E7, E16

	Salvadorean
	D4

	Somali
	C55, G16

	Sudanese
	A14, G11

	Vietnamese
	A8, A19, B11, B12, B41, C11, C14, C15, C!6, C50, C51, C53, C54, C65,D15, E8, G16

	Tamil
	A23, C45


Appendix C: Host country

	Host country
	Reference 

	Australia
	A16, A17, A18, B16, B18, B29, B34, B40, B46 C58, C67, C69, E1, G1, G2, G9, G13, G15, G19

	Bosnia Herzegovnia
	C53

	Canada
	A23, B6, B10, B31, B36, C12, C35, C43, C45, D9, E19, G12, G18, G21, G22

	Denmark
	A5

	Egypt
	A14

	Israel
	C25, C36, D16

	Jordan / Lebanon
	A6, A24, C35, C37, C38, C39, E7

	New Zealand
	A3, A10, A12, A13, A15, A22, B15, B27, B33, B44, C23, C48, C56, C77, E15, G5

	Pakistan
	C33

	Sweden
	B2, 

	Taiwan
	B43

	United Kingdom
	B3, B5, B7, B22, B38, B39, C18, C19

	United States
	A1, A2, A4, A7, A8, A9, A11, A19, A20, A21, B1, B4, B8, B9, B11, B12, B13, B14, B17, B19, B20, B21, B23, B25, B26, B28, B30, B32, B35, B37, B41, B45, C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, C7, C8, C9, C10, C11, C13, C14, C15, C16, C17, C20, C21, C22, C24, C26, C27, C29, C30, C31, C32, C34, C40, C41, C42, C44, C46, C47, C49, C50, C51, C52, C53, C54, C55, C57, C60, C61, C62, C63, C64, C65, C66, C66, C68, C70 C71, C72, C73, C74, C75, D1, D2, D3, D4, D5, D6, D7, D10, D11, D12, D13, D14, D15, D16, D17, D18, D19, E2, E3, E4, E5, E6, E8. E10, E11, E12, E13, E14, E16, E17, E18, E20, F1, F2, F3, F4, F5, G3, G4, G6, G7, G8, G10, G11, G14, G16, G17, G20, G23, G26. G27


Appendix D: Research methods used/ Article type
	Research method
	Reference

	Case study – refers to studies of particular individuals 
	A5, B2, B13, B34, C66, C69

	Discussion – This section includes articles which are primarily information, discussion or opinion pieces. These may be book chapters, conference papers, process reports or reports on research methodology.
	A1, A2, A13, A16, B4, B5, B19, B23, B29, B32, B37, B43, c9, C19, C26, C58, C72, E1, E9, E11, E7, F1, F3, F5, G2, G3, G4, G5, G6, G7, G8, G13, G14, G15, G16, G17, G18, G19, G20, G21, G22, G23, G24, G25, G26, G27

	Interviews – includes individual and focus group interviews
	A11, A14, A17, A18, A21, A22, A23, B3, B6, B8, B9, B11, B12, B14, B15, B20, B21, B22, B27, B31, B33, B35, B36, B38, B44, C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, C6, C10, C13, C15, C16, C18, C21, C22, C27, C29, C30, C33, C35, C36, C37, C38, C40, C43, C45, C47, C48, C49, C50, C50, C51, C54, C55, C62, 

C63, 8, E4, E5,, E6, E12, E14, E19, E20, G9, G10, G11, G12

	Literature review
	A10, A15, B17, B245, B30, C77, D6, D19. E3, E15, F4, G2

	Mixed method –refers to studies which use a mix of qualitative and quantitative methodology
	A6, A12, B26, B39, B40,C64, E2

	Survey / dataset analysis – based on analysis of questionnaire or other

dataset 
	A3, A4, A7, A8, A9, B1, B10, B18, B24, B28, B45, C7, C8, C121, C12, C14, C17, C23, C24, C25, C31, C32, C24, CX35, C39, C41, C42, C44, C52, C56, C57, C60, C61, C64, C67, C70, C71, C73, C74, c75, D1, D2, D3 D4, D7, D10, D11, D12, D13, D14, D16, D17, E7, E18

	Research methodology – articles included here have a focus on methodological issues 
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� This is not to say that some of these risk factors don’t also apply to the population at large (i.e. substance abuse and controlling / male-dominated relationships).


� Neville Robertson, University of Waikato, in an undated paper entitled: Are women as violent as men?


� Many articles simply refer to migrants or immigrants without stating whether the term includes only immigrants or both refugees and immigrants.


� Krug, E. G., (et al.) (Eds). World Report on Violence and Health: Summary. Geneva, Switzerland: World Health Organization, 2002


� Velasquez, R., Arellano, L.M. and McNeill, B. (Eds) 2004. The handbook of Chicana/o psychology and mental health. Routledge. Oxon. U.K.


� Jacobson, N.S. (1994). Response: Contextualism is dead: Long live contextualism. Family Process, 33, 97-100.





� Also occurs outside the family.


� FromTe Rito NZ Family Prevention Strategy, Feb 2002, Ministry of Social Development. This definition is consistent with the Government Statement of Policy on Family Violence 1996 and the definition of violence in the Domestic Violence Act. 1995. 


� “� HYPERLINK "http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/TestFrame/e696166bf66373f3c12566180046b9c6" \t "_blank" �Measures to improve the situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers.�” 1998. Report of the working group of intergovernmental experts on the human rights of migrants submitted in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolution 1997/15. Commission on Human Rights.  Fifty-fourth session, Intergovernmental working group of experts on the human rights of migrants. 





� Cited in Sossou, M.A.  Mental-health services for refugee women and children in Africa. A call for activism and advocacy. International Social Work 49(1): 9–17 Sage Publications: London, Thousand Oaks, CA and New Delhi.





� Ethnic here is used to mean that group of people whose ethnic heritage distinguishes them from the majority of other people in New Zealand including Maori and Pacific people. These groups include a variety of Asian, Latin American Middle Eastern, African and Continental European people. It is based on the definition used by the Office of Ethnic Affairs and includes people from well established ethnic communities, recent migrants, refugees and those people born in New Zealand who identify with their ethnic heritage. 


� Under the “Two Year Rule” women who come to the UK to join their husbands are subject to a two year probationary period of residency. If their marriage breaks down they must leave or face deportation unless they can provide evidence of domestic violence. In this case, they may apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR).


� A post structural term that relates to the role of ideology and representation in language. The referential meaning of words is signified or produced through a shared symbolic system of representation. 


� The One Year Rule states that if, for any reason, the marriage fails during the probationary one


year period, the normal expectation is that the spouse will return to his or her own country, as the purpose for which the spouse was admitted no longer exists.
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