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24 October 2025  

 

 

 

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your email of 12 September 2025 requesting information relating to 
forecasts for future jobseeker or unemployment numbers. 

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
Please find my decision on each part of your request set out separately below. 

1. Does MSD update forecasts for future jobseeker numbers internally? If so, 
I also request: 
a. How often? 

The Ministry updates the Jobseeker Forecasts typically twice a year at Budget 
Economic and Fiscal Update (BEFU) and Half Year Economic and Fiscal Update 
(HYEFU), except in an election year when there is potentially a Pre-Election 
Economic and Fiscal Update (PREFU) as well. 

b. Is the Minister’s office informed about changes to the forecast? 
i. If so, a copy of the last time the Minister’s office was informed. 

Yes – the Ministry does update the Minister on changes to the forecast. Please find 
attached the following report and appendix of the most recent time that the 
Minister was informed of changes to the forecast. 

• REP/25/5/351 – Report - 2025 Budget Economic and Fiscal Update of 
Benefit Forecasts for Vote Social Development 

• Appendix One – BEFU 2025 Benefit Forecasts slide pack 

A small amount of information is withheld under section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act to 
maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the 
confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials. The 
release of this information is likely to prejudice the ability of government to 
consider advice and the wider public interest of effective government would not be 
served. 



Please note, in REP/25/5/351, that the implementation of the policy listed at para 
28.2 has since been brought forward from July 2027 to November 2026 by Cabinet. 
Additionally, some numbers in REP/25/5/351 (sections 28, 29, 33, 37 and figures 
3-5) and appendix 1 (slide 6, 10 and 11) are different to numbers that reflect 
updated policy decisions made since the report was provided by the Ministry of 
Social Development. 

c. A copy of the most recent forecast. 

The Ministry has published the most recent forecast on our website, here: 
www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-
resources/statistics/befu/budget-economic-and-fiscal-update-2025.html.  

2. Does MSD update forecasts for future total unemployment numbers 
internally?  If so, I also request: 

d. How often? 
e. Is the Minister’s office informed about changes to the forecast? If 

so, a copy of the last time the Minister’s office was informed. 
f. A copy of the most recent forecast. 

No, the unemployment rate is forecasted by The Treasury.  

You will note that the BEFU 2025 forecast slide pack includes the Treasury’s 
forecast peak in the unemployment rate. 

I will be publishing this decision letter, with your personal details deleted, on the 
Ministry’s website in due course. 

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 

If you are not satisfied with my decision on your request, you have the right to 
seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to 
make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602. 

Ngā mihi nui 

 

Anna Graham 
General Manager 
Ministerial and Executive Services 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 




