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11 October 2024  

 

Tēnā koe  

 

Official Information Act request 

Thank you for your email of 24 September 2024, requesting information about the 
Swiss Insurance Scheme and the Social Security Act. 

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 
Please find my decision on each part of your request set out below. 

Please provide me a copy of all information that the MSD relies on to assess 
the Swiss Insurance Scheme. 

Please find attached the following three documents which are used by the Ministry 
of Social Development (the Ministry) to assess the Swiss Insurance Scheme: 

• An appeal against a decision of a Benefits Review Committee [2019] 
NZSSAA 38 (23 July 2019) 

• Direct Deduction Testing Switzerland 
• New Zealand Legislation Social Security Act (SSA) 2018 

The Ministry currently relies on the Social Security Appeal Authority (SSAA) 
decision in NZSSAA [2019] 38 – interpreting deductibility of Swiss OASI pensions 
under old section 70 of the SSA 1964, now covered by sections 187 to 191 of the 
SSA 2018.  

Section 9 of the Social Security Act 2018 allows interpretation of the previous 
legislation (and case law) to be used to interpret the new sections where they are 
a rewriting of the old 1964 Act.  

Please provide me a copy of the unredacted confidential report that the 
Ministry of Social Development issued on 06 November 2017 addressed to 
the Hon Carmel Sepuloni, Minister for Social Development and Hon Tracey 
Martin, Minister for Seniors, which has since been released under the Official 
Information Act.  

On 3 October 2024 and 7 October 2024, I contacted you to request further 
information regarding which report you are referring to. Without a title of the 
report, we have been unable to locate the report you are seeking. As such, your 
request is refused under section 18(e) of the Act, as despite reasonable efforts, 
we are unable to locate it.  

If you are able to send through the title of this report, we will process this as a 
new Official Information Act request.  

  



Please provide me with a copy of the Social Security Appeal Authority 
decision (ref no: SSA 046/04). 

This decision is available online, here: www.nzlii.org/cgi-
bin/sinodisp/nz/cases/NZSSAA/2004/46.html?query=046/04  

I will be publishing this decision letter, with your personal details deleted, on the 
Ministry’s website in due course. 

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 

If you are not satisfied with my decision on your request, you have the right to 
seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to 
make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602. 

Ngā mihi nui 

pp.  

Magnus O’Neill 
General Manager 
Ministerial and Executive Services 

https://www.nzlii.org/cgi-bin/sinodisp/nz/cases/NZSSAA/2004/46.html?query=046/04
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IN-CONFIDENCE 

apply for a reimbursement of their contributions. This does not mean they need to be 
residing in the country, just that they must be a citizen to receive ongoing rather than a 
lump sum payment. 
 
Link to a list of countries which have a Social Security Agreement with Switzerland 
 

 
WIDOW’S/WIDOWER’S PENSION 

(WITWENRENTE/WITWERRENTE) 
A client must meet the following criteria to qualify for the Widow’s/Widower’s in New 
Zealand: 
 

• the deceased contributed to the Old Age and Survivors Insurance/Disability 
Insurance scheme for at least 12 months; or 

• the deceased was insured and their spouse paid at least double the minimum 
contributions for 12 months; or 

• the deceased had at least one bonus year for childrearing or caring; and 
• women: 

o was married to the deceased at the time of death; and 
 have had at least one dependent child when she became a widow; 

or 
 be at least 45 years of age and have been married for at least 5 

years when her spouse died; or 
o was divorced from the deceased at the time of death; and 

 have at least one dependent child and the marriage lasted at least 
10 years; or 

 be older than 45 years of age at the time of divorce and the 
marriage lasted at least 10 years; or 

 be older than 45 years of age and the youngest common child is 18 
years of age  

• men: 
o have at least one child under the age of 18 with the deceased person; and 
o be less than 65 years of age  

 
Note: If a person remarries, their entitlement to a widow’s/widower’s pension ceases. 
 
Note: When a person meets the conditions to be granted a widow’s/widower’s pension 
and an old-age or disability pension at the same time, the higher pension will be paid. 
 

  



 
IN-CONFIDENCE 

 
ORPHAN’S PENSION (WAISENRENTE) (AHV/AHS)  
A child must meet the following criteria to qualify for the Orphan’s Pension in New 
Zealand: 
 

• the deceased contributed to the Old Age and Survivors Insurance/Disability 
Insurance scheme for at least 12 months; or 

• the deceased was insured and their spouse paid at least double the minimum 
contribution for 12 months; or 

• the deceased had at least one bonus year for childrearing or caring; and 
• one or both parents must have died; and 
• be less than 18 years of age; or 
• be less than 25 years of age if studying or in an apprenticeship 

 

 
DISABILITY INSURANCE/INVALIDITY PENSION 

(INVALIDENVERSICHERUNG/DIE INVALIDENRENTEN) 
The client must meet the following criteria to qualify for the Disability Pension in New 
Zealand: 
 

• be at least 18 years of age; and 
• be less than old age pension age; and 
• have paid at least three years to the Old Age and Survivors Insurance/Disability 

Insurance scheme before the invalidity; and 
• have an incapacity of at least 50% that prevents them from undertaking gainful 

employment; and 
• the incapacity must be considered long term for more than one year; and 
• application should be made six months from the end of employment due to the 

disability, invalidity or illness. 
 
Note: When a person reaches the age for an Old Age Pension, they will need to apply for 
payment of the Old Age Pension. Their entitlement to an Invalidity Pension ceases. 
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