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Téna koe

On 14 October 2022, your request under the Official Information Act 1982
(the Act) was transferred from Whaikaha - Ministry for Disabled People to
the Ministry of Social Development (the Ministry) for response. You requested

the fo

1.

2.
Ho

3.

llowing information:

ACCESS

What are the current methods whereby families with a disabled child
can access the CDA?

Is data matching done to proactively administer CDA to all those
entitled?

Why is it that “You can't get a Child Disability Allowance if you get
board payments from Oranga Tamariki for the child.”
https://www.workandincome. govt.nz/products/a-z-benefits/child-
disability-allowance.htm/

PROMOTION

w is CDA promoted to:
Families with a disabled child?
General practitioners?

Other medical practitioners?

WHO GETS IT
How many children are receiving the CDA?
Is there a break down by:
o Ethnicity?
o Age?
o Health district or other measure of locality?
o Reason for disability?

VALUE

What is the basis for the dollar amount of the CDA?
When was it last increased?

Is it indexed to wages?






In preparing this response it was noted that the statement quoted above in
your request could be rephrased to better align with practice and provide a
clearer explanation as to why CDA is not payable to those receiving board
payments from Oranga Tamariki. The page below has now been revised
accordingly: www.workandincome.govt.nz/products/a-z-benefits/child-
disability-allowance.html

2. Promotion
How is CDA promoted to:
e Families with a disabled child?

CDA is not overtly promoted to families with disabled children. Campaigns
have been run for the purpose of directing people to the ‘Check What You
Might Get’ calculator which covers a wide range of supports people may not
realise they are eligible for, including CDA.

e General practitioners?
e Other medical practitioners?

As already mentioned, the Ministry’s Health and Disability teams provide
ongoing education and support to GPs via conference presentations and
attendances, meetings with their local General Practices and responding to
practice enquiries.

The Ministry is also involved in an ongoing education programme alongside
the College of GPs and NZ Locums which centres around educating medical
practitioners about available funding supports, including CDA.

3. Who gets it

e How many children are receiving the CDA?
e Is there a break down by:
o Ethnicity?
o Age?
o Health district or other measure of locality?
o Reason for disability?

Please note CDA is paid to the adult caregiver of a dependent child with a
disability, not directly to the child. As such, Ethnicity and Territorial Local
Authority (TLA) breakdowns are based on those of the adult caregiver.

You will find the following tables attached in Appendix One in response to
your request:

o Table One: Child Disability Allowance by adult caregiver, broken down
by Total Ethnicity Response as at quarter ending 30 September 2022.

o Table Two: Child Disability Allowance by child age as at quarter
ending 30 September 2022.

o« Table Three: Child Disability Allowance by adult caregiver age as at
quarter ending 30 September 2022.
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Health Advisor or Regional Disability Advisor. Information on determining a
serious disability can be found at the following links:

. wokn nome ovt,nz/m -S rt -

serious-disability-01.html

e WWW. work ndlncome ovt.n m - ort ra-

and-disabilitie-01.html.

In cases where a CDA application is declined, the client has the right to have
this decision reviewed by the Medical Appeals Board. More information on
this process can be found here: www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/income-
support/core-policy/reviews-and-appeals/medical-appeals-board.html.

The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which
you made your request are:

o to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work
and activities of the Government,

e to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies and

o to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry
therefore intends to make the information contained in this letter and any
attached documents available to the wider public. The Ministry will do this by
publishing this letter and attachments on the Ministry’s website. Your
personal details will be deleted, and the Ministry will not publish any
information that would identify you as the person who requested the
information.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact

OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz.

If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to seek an
investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make

a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.
Nga mihi nui
Leah Asmus

Policy Manager
Welfare System and Income Support Policy
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