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Information to assist with questions about the Wage Subsidy


To determine a decline in revenue for the COVID 19 Wage Subsidy Scheme (August 2021), a business
or self employed person must compare the revenue over a period of 14 consecutive days during the
revenue test period to the ‘default comparison period’ or the ‘seasonal comparison period’.

The default comparison period and seasonal comparison period for the third payment are the same
as the initial two payments of the subsidy:

The    is the typical revenue over a period of 14 consecutive days
between 6 July and 11:58pm on 17 August (ie in the six weeks before the first Alert Level 4
escalation on 17 August 2021)
The    is the same period of 14 consecutive days that the business
chooses during the current revenue test period, in 2020 or 2019. The business can choose
whether the period in 2020 or 2019 is most appropriate.

When talking to a large employer (80  employees) wanting to apply for a wage subsidy, tell them
we have a process on our Work and Income website for COVID 19 subsidy.

Large employers can download a CSV file and add their employee information to it, they don’t need
to use the application form. They're unable to change the format or layout of the file and will need
to complete all fields. Let employers know the ‘employment type’ field is to record whether their
employees are    (20 hours or more a week) or    (less than 20 hours a week).

When they have completed their information, they'll need to save the file as a CSV and rename it
with their business name.

Employers must agree to the declaration for the COVID 19 subsidy and when returning the file to us,
they need to cut and paste the following text into their email to confirm they agree 

         

The file then needs to be sent to COVID19 Employer Support@msd.govt.nz where it will be
processed.
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