
 
2 December 2022 
 
 

 
  

 
 
Tēnā koe   
 
On 30 May 2022, you emailed the Ministry of Social Development (the 
Ministry) requesting, under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act), the 
following information: 

• Under the Official Information Act 1982 I request all information held 
by the Ministry in relation to policy analysis and advice in regard to 
policy issues relating to and leading up to the introduction of the 
Oversight of the Oranga Tamariki System and Children and Young 
People's Commission Bill that has not already been publicly released. 

• As part of your response could you identify for me (and provide links 
to) all material relevant to the request that has been publicly released.   

On 14 June 2022, you agreed to limit the timeframe of your request to 1 
January 2018 onwards. 

On 29 June 2022, the Ministry emailed you to advise that more time was 
required to respond to your request as your request is for a large quantity of 
information, and it would take longer than the 20 working day time limit to 
collate the material requested and assess whether any interest might be 
prejudiced by its release.  

Please find attached the following documents as batch two in response to 
your request: 

• REP/18/8/1145 – Report – Strengthening Independent oversight of 
Oranga Tamariki and children’s issues – post consultation report by the 
independent lead reviewer, dated 10 August 2018 

• REP/18/11/1560 – Report – Structural options for independent 
oversight of the Oranga Tamariki system and children’s issues, dated 
23 November 2018 

• REP/18/12/1684 – Report – Structural options for the monitoring of 
the Oranga Tamariki system, dated 17 December 2018 
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• REP/18/12/1685 – Report – Funding to commence work to establish 
independent oversight of Oranga Tamariki and children’s issues, dated 
18 December 2018 

• REP/19/1/019 – Report – Draft Cabinet paper for feedback: 
Strengthening Independent Oversight of the Oranga Tamariki System 
and Children’s issues, dated 29 January 2019 

• REP/19/1/020 – Report – Early changes to the National Care 
Standards Regulations relating to the independent monitor, dated 28 
January 2019 

You will note that the information regarding some individuals is withheld 
under section 9(2)(a) of the Act in order to protect the privacy of natural 
persons. The need to protect the privacy of these individuals outweighs any 
public interest in this information. 

Some information is withheld under section 9(2)(g)(i) of the Act to protect 
the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression 
of opinions. I believe the greater public interest is in the ability of individuals 
to express opinions in the course of their duty. 
 
Some information is withheld under section 9(2)(h) of the Act in order to 
maintain legal professional privilege. The greater public interest is in ensuring 
that government agencies can continue to obtain confidential legal advice. 
 
You will note that some information is withheld and marked as ‘out of scope’, 
as it is not related to analysis or advice regarding the Oversight of Oranga 
Tamariki System and Children and Young People’s Commission Bill. 

The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which 
you made your request are: 

• to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work 
and activities of the Government,  

• to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and 
administration of our laws and policies and  

• to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.   

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry 
therefore intends to make the information contained in this letter and any 
attached documents available to the wider public. The Ministry will do this by 
publishing this letter and attachments on the Ministry’s website. Your 
personal details will be deleted, and the Ministry will not publish any 
information that would identify you as the person who requested the 
information. 

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact 
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz. 
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If you are not satisfied with this response regarding analysis and advice 
leading up to the introduction of the Oversight of Oranga Tamariki and 
Children and Young People’s Commission Bill, you have the right to seek an 
investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make 
a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.  

Ngā mihi nui  

Christian Opetaia 
Policy Manager 
Child and Youth Policy 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 




