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Téna koe

On 3 May 2021, the Ministry of Social Development (the Ministry) received a transfer
of your request, under the Official Information Act (the Act), from the Department of
Corrections, for the following information:

e When the last increase was made to the Steps to Freedom Grant. Please give
me all the information about this. Also I would like to know why the Steps to
Freedom Grant has not been increases to meeting the increase of the rise of
living costs as $350 does not cover the living costs or rent for 2 weeks, that it
was meant to cover.

Steps to Freedom is a non-recoverable re-establishment grant that is part of the
Special Needs Grant welfare programme. Like the other re-establishment grants,
entitlement is based on an applicant’s identified needs to re-establish themselves in a
community.

A form of the Steps to Freedom grant has existed since 1983. The maximum amount
payable is $350. When the grant was originally introduced it was available at a
maximum of twice the single youth rate of the unemployment benefit at that time.
However, as the grant is not indexed to inflation or to average wage growth as main
benefits are, the grant has remained at $350 since 1991.

The Government has released the Welfare Expert Advisory Group (WEAG)
recommendations for the future shape of our welfare system. The final report made
a particular recommendation in relation to the Steps to Freedom grant.
Recommendation 18 states:

e “Enhance and improve the support for people exiting prisons, including
increasing the Steps to Freedom grant, and ensuring that any person who
leaves prison has appropriate identification and is engaged with specialised care
and supportive housing initiatives. Move practices around prisoner integration
out of the ‘pilot’ stage and draw on evaluation data to embed integrated support
for these individuals.”

The Ministry is now developing a 3-to-5-year plan in order to work towards a welfare
overhaul that delivers a welfare system that is effective, enduring and ensures those
who need access to Ministry of Social Development support are better off.
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Recommendation 18 and the Steps to Freedom grant will be considered as part of the
welfare overhaul work programme.

The Ministry has located one document in scope of your request, which is attached to
this response.

Please note, some information, including the title of the report, is withheld under
section 9(2)(f)(iv) of the Act as it is under active consideration. The release of this
information is likely to prejudice the ability of government to consider advice and the
wider public interest of effective government would not be served.

You will note that the names of Ministry staff are withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the
Act in order to protect the privacy of natural persons. The need to protect the privacy
of these individuals outweighs any public interest in this information.

Furthermore, some information contained in the report does not relate to the Steps to
Freedom grant and has therefore been determined out of scope of your request. This
information has been marked as such.

The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which you made
your request are:

e to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work and
activities of the Government,

e to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies and

e to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry therefore
intends to make the information contained in this letter and any attached documents
available to the wider public. The Ministry will do this by publishing this letter on the
Ministry of Social Development’s website. Your personal details will be deleted, and
the Ministry will not publish any information that would identify you as the person who
requested the information.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact
OIA Reguests@msd.govt.nz.

If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to seek an investigation
and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint is
available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.

Nga mihi nui

Welfare and Income Support
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