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I note officials have made other minor updates in the declaration for consistency with
the new ‘specifically affected’ test

m  agree that officials engage with key stakeholders (eg Business NZ and Deloitte) on the
technical details of the WSSMAR21 prior to going live on 4 March 2021

Agree/disagree ( Agre?isagree
Hon Grant Robertson armel Sepuloni
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Hon Carmel Sepuloni
Minister for Social Development and Employment
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10.

11.

IN-CONFIDENCE

If any part of the country remains at Alert Level 3 or 4 at 6.00am on 21 March, a further
two-week payment under the WSSMAR21 will be triggered, commencing the following
day. The first payment period would then close, at 11.59pm on 21 March.

Cabinet has agreed that employers who receive a payment under the WSSMAR21 will
be required to re-apply for each subsequent payment [CAB-21-MIN-0043 refers].
Employers applying for subsequent payments will be required to make a new
declaration that attests to their satisfying eligibility for a new period and their
commitment to retain staff over this time.

Cabinet agreed to an eligibility test of a 40% decline in revenue over a consecutive 14-
day period during the period 28 February to 20 March, based on actual or predicted

Revenue decline test

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Implementation of the revenue decline test is straightforward if the
at level 3 for less than 21 days. However, if Alert Level 3 is exte
week payment under the WSSMAR21 is triggered, further clari
these eligibility criteria will need to be applied.

revenue [CAB-21-MIN-0043 refers).
rt Level remains
a furthéritwo-
ired @o

We propose that if a second WSSMAR21 payment i gere

a.  applications for the second payment ope
simplicity of timing for employers,

b.  the revenue decline test period wi
the period 15 March to 4 April

c. that, for employers who receiv SMARZ 1 during the first period it was
active, that the test p Sirs application begin the day
immediately followi ialols

4-day period during
icted revenue, and

a.

ate a revenue decline test period of 14 consecutive days during a 21-day
riod that begins 7 days prior to when applications open for that subsequent
riod and ends when that application period closes. However, employers
making a subsequent application to the WSSMAR21 will be required to use a
revenue test period that immediately follows the test period used for a previous
application.

Annex one shows how this proposal will work if the Alert level extends beyond the first
three weeks (ie 21 March).

We note there is an inconsistency between the body and the recommendations of the
Cabinet paper (Activating the COVID-19 Wage Subsidy March 2021 Scheme). The
body of the paper indicated allowing applicants up to 14 days of flexibility in nominating
their first revenue decline period after 28 February (see para 26). The
recommendation agreed by Cabinet (rec 11) agreed that applicants will be able to
nominate a revenue decline test period of 14 consecutive days during the period 28
February to 20 March. This inconsistency was introduced due to drafting the paper at
pace.
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