MINISTRY OF SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

TE MANATU WHAKAHIATO ORA

Privacy of another: section 9(2)(a) \

Dear Privacy of another: section 9(2)(a) \

On 20 November 2016 you emailed the Ministry requesting, under the Official
Information Act 1982, the following information:

e The number of people on the unemployment or sickness benefit over the last ten
years: broken down by gender and race, and the total costs for each benefit, each
year.

e The number of people requiring a housing assistance benefit over the last 10
years: broken down by gender and race, and the total costs for each benefit, each
year.

Please note that on 15 July 2013, the Government introduced Welfare Reform
changes which meant that Unemployment Benefit and Sickness Benefit were
replaced by Job Seeker Support and Supported Living Payments. More information
about the changes is available at the following link:
www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/welfare-reform/july-
2013/index.html.

Information about Accommodation Supplement, including the entry thresholds and
maximum payable rates, is available at:
www.workandincome.govt.nz/individuals/a-z-benefits/accommodation-
supplement.htmi

Information about Income Related Rent Subsidy’s can be found on the Ministry’s
website at:

www.workandincome.govt.nz/map/social-housing/income-related-rent-
subsidy/introduction.html

You may also be interested in the benefit statistics that are published quarterly on
the Ministry’s website at:

www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-
resources/statistics/benefit/index.html.
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Please find attached three tables that provide you with the information you have
requested;

= Table One: The number of warking age clients in receipt of an Unemployment
Benefit and Sickness Benefit related benefits at the end of September 2007 to
2016 broken down by ethnic group and gender

e Table Two: The number of clients receiving an Accommodation Supplement at
the end of September 2007 to 2016 broken down by ethnic group and gender

e Table Three: The total expenditure for Jobseeker support, Sickness Benefit,
Unemployment Benefit, Accommodation Assistance and Income Related Rent
Subsidy for the financial year from 2006/07 to 2015/16

The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which you
made your request are:

e to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work and
activities of the Government,

e to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies and

e to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry therefore
intends to make the information contained in this letter and any attached documents
available to the wider public after ten working days. The Ministry will do this by
publishing this letter on the Ministry of Social Development’s website. Your personal
details will be deleted and the Ministry will not publish any information that would
identify you as the person who requested the information.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz.

If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to seek an
investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a
complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.

Yours sincerely

4o Uedlo-cbs

Ruth Bound
Deputy Chief Executive, Service Delivery
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