MINISTRY OF SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

TE MANATU WHAKAHIATO ORA

18 0CT 2016

On 6 September 2016 you emailed the Ministry requesting, under the Official
Information Act 1982, the following information:

e A copy of Child, Youth, and Family Key Statistics: 1 July 2015 to 30 June
2016 sent to the Minister’s office.

e Copies of all correspondence since January 2015 to Police National
Headquarters (and received from Police National Headquarters) on the
increase in police family violence referrals.

e Copies of all correspondence -since January 2015 to Police National
Headquarters (and received from Police National Headquarters) on the
decrease of police family violence reports of concern.

e What results did the Hon Anne Tolley receive on Te Tai Tokerau that lead to
her note them on the briefing Child Youth and Family key statistics: 1 July to
30 September 2015 that she received on 8 March 20167 Please provide all
copies of results/documents that she received in relation to this.

I am advised that the last part of your request was transferred to Minister Tolley for
her response; her response will be with you at her earliest opportunity.

Enclosed is a copy of the report titled ‘Child Youth and Family Key Statistics: 1 July
2015 to 30 June 2016, dated 25 August 2016. This report is provided to Hon Anne
Tolley, Minister for Social Development, with Child, Youth and Family's official data
for the 2016 fiscal year. The report compares the data to the previous fiscal year.
You will be aware that the Ministry publishes this information on the Child, Youth and
Family website each quarter and is available at: http://www.cyf.govt.nz/about-
us/key-statistics/

Your request for copies of all correspondence between New Zealand Police and the
Ministry regarding the increase and/or decrease of family violence referrals since
January 2015, is refused under section 18(e) of the Official Information Act as the
information does not exist. The Ministry has not corresponded with the New Zealand
Police to discuss the increase and/or decrease of family violence referrals.

Page 1 of 2

The Aurora Centre / 56-66 The Terrace / Wellington 6011
PO Box 1556 / Wellington 6140 / New Zealand
Phone: 64 4 916 3300 / Fax: 64 4 918 0099 / www.msd.govt.nz



The principles and purposes of the Official Information Act 1982 under which you
made your request are:

e to create greater openness and transparency about the plans, work and
activities of the Government,

e to increase the ability of the public to participate in the making and
administration of our laws and policies and

e to lead to greater accountability in the conduct of public affairs.

This Ministry fully supports those principles and purposes. The Ministry therefore
intends to make the information contained in this letter and attached documents
available to the wider public after ten working days. The Ministry will do this by
publishing this letter and attachments on the Ministry of Social Development’s
website. Your personal details will be deleted and the Ministry will not publish any
information that would identify you as the person who requested the information.

If you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel free to contact
OIA Requests@msd.govt.nz.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 0800 802 602.

Yours sincergly

Murray Edridge
Deputy Chief Executive, Child Youth and Family
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Date: 25 August 2016 Security Level: IN CONFIDENCE

To: Hon Anne Tolley, Minister for Social Development @ &
) (
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0 un a his report

Purpose of the Report

1 The Child, Youth and Family Key Statistics repo
official data for the 2016 fiscal year (1 July 2
compares this data to the 2015 fiscal year.

3  Compared to the last fina of reports of concern requiring
further action and of in igati d vients completed have decreased
slightly while total findip the same time, the number of family

' children in the custody of the Chief Executive
eased. This suggests that we are not

group conferences,
and in out-of-ho
intervening unn

f family group conferences held will continue to

thednumber of children and young people involved in family group
uﬁb\%%
i anges that came into effect on 1 July 2016.

ng people come into our care as a last resort, mainly when
home, have been harmed or are'in danger of harm in their own
crease in children and young people entering care suggests we are
King ore families who have serious and complex needs. We are closely
oritoringythis increase.

6 /'FFRe\ crease in the number of children and young people in the custody of the Chief
{Sx;?.ltive and in out-of-home placements is a result of more children and young
\e/ le entering and less exiting care. Any increase in out-of-home placements has
significant fiscal implications as they account for two thirds of expenditure in the care
and protection system.
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Statistics on total children and young people

7  Compared to the 2015 fiscal year, the 2016 fiscal year (1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016)
shows that the total children and young people:

7.1 with notifications decreased six percent (down 8,656), reflecting decreases in
family violence referrals (down 9,013, or 13 percent).

7.2 with reports of concern remained stable (up 357).

7.3 with reports of concern that required further action decreased two percent
(down 774).

7.4 mvolved in completed investigations decreased three percent (down 1, 422),%

7.5 with total substantiated findings of emotional abuse and i ,
up two and one percent respectively.

7.6 with total substantiated findings of sexual and physi
eight and five percent respectively.

7.7 involved in Care and Protection Family Group-C
percent (up 250).

7.8 involved in informal family/whanau agree
393).

7.9 entering care increased 20 percen
decreased four percent (down.

A

Statistics on distinct chi

8  Compared to the 2015 fi
shows distinct children

8.1 with reports of € percent (up 892).
8.2 with repov{s\\@’\c quixing further action remained stable (down 130).
8.3 invol j i

was ‘dni a ecre eNn te number involved in Child and Family
sess s (d or three percent), while the number involved in joint

lon e remained stable (down two).

Sﬁ? ndings of abuse or neglect decreased two percent (down
ec

e ), reases in sexual abuse and physical abuse (down eight and
&\/\/\ en re pectively).
85 ntlated findings of emotional abuse increased two percent (up 141)

®
\\\8//8) entering care increased 19 percent (up 323).

8.9 exiting care decreased four percent (down 65).

9  Compared to 30 June 2015, as at 30 June 2016 the number of children and young
people in custody of the Chief Executive and in out-of-home placements both
increased six percent (up 286 and 231 respectively).
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Future quarterly reporting

10 The data contained in this report, plus breakdowns by region, site, and the
demographics of age and ethnicity, will be available on Child, Youth and Family’s
website in early-September 2016. Data for previous fiscal years will also be available
on the website.

11 The next Child, Youth and Family Key Statistics report will provide data for the period
1 July 2016 to 30 September 2016, It is due late-November 2016.

Recommended actions

It is recommended that you: /
V\%
0

1. note the attached Child, Youth and Family Key Statistics report fof 15({
June 2016 and the regional data attached to this report <\)
\
2. note that the end of the 2016 fiscal year results suggest that t}re>focu t mt
ensure we are working only with families that need s y interv
3. note that the increase in the number of childr
the Chief Executive is a result of more chil

exiting care which suggests we are worki
complex needs

termg and less
h serious and

g;; NOTED
4. note that the data for 1 July 2015 t e released on the Child,
Youth and Family website ea tember
% NOTED
5. note that the next C?@;@, rh\zeiﬁy Statistics report (1 July 2016 to 30
September 2016) i
NOTED
6. agreeto se f the to the Associate Minister for Social Development
AGREE / DISAGREE

/&

??7/ 2’/ /6

Ro ddso Date
General M
Insights
N\

(N > - 24/ 08 osC
Mu drldge / Date/
Deputy Chief Executiv
Child, Youth and Family
Hon Anne Tolley Date
Minister for Social Development
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