
   
 

 

 
 

   

              
            
           

    
      

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

B U D G E T : S E N S I T I V E 
SWC-19-MIN-0201 

Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee 

Minute of Decision 

This d cument c ntains inf rmati n f r the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in c nfidence and 
handled in acc rdance with any security classificati n,  r  ther end rsement. The inf rmati n can  nly be 
released, including under the Official Inf rmati n Act 1982, by pers ns with the appr priate auth rity. 

Temporary Accommodation Assistance (Canterbury Earthquake) and 
Transitional Assistance Payment for Budget 2019 Income Support 
Package 

Portfolio Social Development 

On 11 De ember 2019, the Cabinet So ial Wellbeing Committee: 

Temporary Accommodation Assistance (Canterbury Earthquake) Programme: 

1 noted that the Temporary A  ommodation Assistan e Programme (TAA) is due to expire 
on 31 De ember 2019; 

2 noted other forms of assistan e are available to Canterbury homeowners, in luding the 
re ently announ ed $300 million on-sold home pa kage fund, ex gratia payments made by 
the Earthquake Commission, and means-tested support from Work and In ome; 

3 a reed to preserve TAA entitlements for up to 12 months for  urrent re ipients and  urrent 
eligible appli ants as at 31 De ember 2019; 

4 invited the Minister for So ial Development to amend the Temporary A  ommodation 
Assistan e (Canterbury Earthquake) Programme to give effe t to the de isions referred to in 
paragraph 3 above; 

5 noted that the expiration of TAA requires funding that  annot be met out of the Ministry of 
So ial Development’s baseline; 

6 noted that upon the final  losure of the TAA on 31 De ember 2020, the database  ontaining 
 lient re ords for this programme will need to be se urely transferred to Ministry of So ial 
Development from the external vendor; 

7 noted that the detailed  osts asso iated with the se ure transfer of the TAA database are 
 urrently being sought by the vendor and it is proposed that a  ontingen y of $500,000 is set 
up at this time to meet these  osts; 
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8 a reed to establish tagged operating  ontingen ies of up to the amounts as follows in Vote 
So ial Development, to provide for the se ure transfer of the TAA database: 

$m – increase/(decrease) 
2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 &

Outyears 
Secure  ransfer of Temporary 
Accommoda ion Assis ance 
da abase – Tagged Opera ing 
Con ingency 

- 0.500 - - -

9 authorised the Minister for So ial Development and the Minister of Finan e jointly to draw 
down the tagged operating  ontingen y funding in paragraph 8 above, subje t to detailed 
 ostings being provided to joint Ministers; 

10 noted that the between-Budget  ontingen y established as part of Budget 2019 is already 
exhausted; 

11 a reed that the tagged operating  ontingen y in paragraph 8 above be  harged as a 
pre- ommitment against the Budget 2020 operating allowan e; 

12 approved the following  hanges to appropriations to give effe t to the poli y de ision in 
paragraph 3 above, with a  orresponding impa t on the operating balan e and net  ore 
Crown debt: 

Vote Social Development
Minister for Social Development 
Multi-category Expenses and 
Capital Expenditure
Improved Employmen  and Social 
Ou comes Suppor  
Departmental Output Expense:
Adminis ering Income Suppor  
(funded by revenue Crown) 

Benefits or Related Expenses:
Hardship Assis ance 

Total Operating 

2019/20 

0.070 

0.074 

0.144 

$m – increase/(decrease) 
2020/21 

0.070 

0.056 

0.126 

2021/22 

-

-

-

2022/23 2023/24 &
Outyears 

- -

- -

13 a reed that the  hange to the appropriations for 2019/20 above be in luded in the 2019/20 
Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the in rease be met from imprest supply; 

14 a reed that the expenses in urred under paragraph 12 above be  harged as a pre-
 ommitment against the Budget 2020 operating allowan e; 

Impacts of the Budget 2019 Income Support Package: 

15 noted that the Budget 2019 In ome Support Pa kage (the Pa kage) is estimated to 
finan ially advantage 339,000 people, however a small number will be finan ially 
disadvantaged 
[CAB-19-MIN-0174.36]; 
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16 noted that re ipients of Child are Assistan e (CCA) and Temporary Additional Support 
(TAS) are likely to experien e the most signifi ant unintended finan ial disadvantage; 

17 a reed to implement a Transitional Assistan e Payment (TAP), to allow  lients to transition 
to the new payment settings, with the following parameters: 

17.1 limited to re ipients who experien e a redu tion of CCA or TAS and whose total 
so ial assistan e payments are less than what they would be immediately prior to the 
Pa kage’s introdu tion; 

17.2 payable until the earlier of: 

17.2.1 their  ir umstan es  hanging in a way whi h results in a positive net effe t 
on their total in ome; or 

17.2.2 finan ial assistan e in reasing be ause of other in ome support initiatives 
implemented after 1 April 2020 that ex eed the amount of transitional 
assistan e being paid; or 

17.2.3 12 months from the introdu tion of the TAP; 

18 authorised the Minister for So ial Development to establish a Ministerial Welfare 
Programme to give effe t to the de isions in paragraph 17 above; 

19 a reed to exempt TAP payments for the purposes of TAS and Spe ial Benefit to avoid 
 reating an unintended  ir ular flow; 

20 invited the Minister for So ial Development to issue drafting instru tions to the 
Parliamentary Counsel Offi e for amendments to the So ial Se urity Regulations 2018 to 
give effe t to the de ision above to exempt TAP payments as in ome for TAS; 

21 authorised the Minister for So ial Development to amend the Ministerial Dire tion on 
Spe ial Benefits to exempt TAP payments as in ome for Spe ial Benefit; 

22 approved the following  hanges to appropriations to give effe t to the poli y de ision in 
paragraph 17 above, with a  orresponding impa t on the operating balan e and net  ore 
Crown debt: 

Vote Social Development
Minister for Social Development 
Multi-category Expenses and 
Capital Expenditure
Improved Employmen  and Social 
Ou comes Suppor  
Departmental Output Expense:
Adminis ering Income Suppor  
(funded by revenue Crown) 

Benefits or Related Expenses:
Hardship Assis ance 

Total Operating 

2019/20 

0.064 

0.019 

0.083 

$m – increase/(decrease) 
2020/21 

0.118 

0.056 

0.174 

2021/22 

-

-

-

2022/23 2023/24 &
Outyears 

- -

- -

23 a reed that the  hange to the appropriations for 2019/20 above be in luded in the 2019/20 
Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the in rease be met from imprest supply; 
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24 a reed that the expenses in urred under paragraph 22 above be  harged as a pre-
 ommitment against the Budget 2020 operating allowan e; 

Other matters 

25 authorised the Minister for So ial Development to make minor te hni al and/or 
administrative de isions  onsistent with the poli y intent in the paper atta hed under 
SWC-19-SUB-0201. 

Vivien Meek 
Committee Se retary 

Present: 
Rt Hon Ja inda Ardern 
Hon Kelvin Davis 
Hon Grant Robertson 
Hon Dr Megan Woods 
Hon Andrew Little 
Hon Carmel Sepuloni (Chair) 
Hon Dr David Clark 
Hon Stuart Nash 
Hon Jenny Salesa 
Hon Kris Faafoi 
Hon Tra ey Martin 
Hon Willie Ja kson 
Hon Aupito William Sio 
Hon Julie Anne Genter 

Hard-copy distribution: 
Minister for So ial Development 

Officials present from: 
Offi e of the Prime Minister 
Offi ials Committee for SWC 
Offi e of the Chair 
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