
  

 

 
 

   

              
            
           

        
    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

    

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

I N C O N F I  E N C E 
SWC-20-MIN-0009 

Cabinet Social Wellbeing
Committee 

Minute of  ecision 

This d cument c ntains inf rmati n f r the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in c nfidence and 
handled in acc rdance with any security classificati n,  r  ther end rsement. The inf rmati n can  nly be 
released, including under the Official Inf rmati n Act 1982, by pers ns with the appr priate auth rity. 

Exempting Social Security Income and Cash-asset Testing for Financial
 onations to Those Affected by the Christchurch Mosque Attacks 

Portfolio Social  evelopment 

On 4 Ma ch 2020, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee: 

1 noted that following the te  o ist attacks on Ch istchu ch mosques on 15 Ma ch 2019, 
donations we e p ovided th ough a  ange of platfo ms to those affected; 

2 noted that the exemption on donations  eceived by those affected by the attacks f om 
income and cash-asset testing fo  the pu poses of social secu ity assistance eligibility, 
ag eed by Cabinet in Ap il 2019, will begin to expi e following the fi st annive sa y of the 
attacks [CAB-19-MIN-0134]; 

3 noted that it is app op iate to apply a pe manent exemption to income and cash-asset testing 
fo  financial gifts and donations  eceived by those affected by the te  o ist attacks in 
Ch istchu ch due to the unp ecedented natu e of the attacks, and the exceptional 
ci cumstances of those affected; 

4 a reed to amend the Social Secu ity Regulations 2018 and the Residential Ca e and 
Disability Suppo t Se vices Regulations 2018 to pe manently exempt financial gifts o  
donations made in  elation to the Ch istchu ch mosque attacks and any income de ived f om 
them f om income and cash-assets tests fo  financial assistance; 

Financial implications 

5 approved the following changes to app op iations to give effect to the policy decision in 
pa ag aph 4 above, with a co  esponding impact on the ope ating balance and net co e 
C own debt: 

$m – in rease/(de rease) 

Vote Social 
 evelopment 

2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 &
Outyears 

Minister of Housing 
Benefits or Related 
Expenses:
A  ommodation 
Assistan e 
Minister for Social 
 evelopment
Hardship Assistan e 

0.039 

0.004 

0.189 

0.020 

0.189 

0.020 

0.189 

0.020 

0.190 

0.020 

Total Operating 0.043 0.209 0.209 0.209 0.210 
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SWC-20-MIN-0009 

6 a reed that the change to app op iations fo  2019/20 above be included in the 2019/20 
Supplementa y Estimates and that, in the inte im, the inc ease be met f om imp est supply; 

7 a reed that the expenses incu  ed unde  pa ag aph 5.2 above be cha ged against the 
between-Budget contingency established as pa t of Budget 2019; 

Legislative implications 

8 authorised the submission of the following  egulations (the Amendment Regulations) to the 
Executive Council to give effect to the decision  efe  ed to in pa ag aph 4 above: 

8.1 Social Secu ity (Cash Assets and Income Exemptions – Ch istchu ch Mosques 
Attack Suppo t Payments) Amendment Regulations 2020 [PCO 22734/ 2.0]; 

8.2 Residential Ca e and Disability Suppo t Se vices (Exempt Assets – Ch istchu ch 
Mosques Attack Suppo t Payments) Amendment Regulations 2020 
[PCO 22735/ 2.0]; 

9 noted that the Ministe  fo  Social Development intends to amend the Ministe ial Di ection 
in  elation to Special Benefit to pe manently exempt financial gifts and donations f om 
cha geable income assessment fo  Special benefit; 

10 noted that a waive  of the 28-day  ule is sought on the g ounds that the Amendment 
Regulations confe  only benefits fo  those affected by them and that ea ly commencement is 
necessa y to avoid the pu pose of the  egulato y change being defeated; 

11 a reed to waive the 28-day  ule so that the Amendment Regulations can come into fo ce on 
13 Ma ch 2020 to ensu e that nobody loses eligibility to social secu ity assistance. 

Vivien Meek 
Committee Sec eta y 

Present: Officials present from: 
Rt Hon Jacinda A de n Office of the P ime Ministe  
Rt Hon Winston Pete s Officials Committee fo  SWC 
Hon Kelvin Davis Office of the SWC Chai  
Hon G ant Robe tson 
Hon D  Megan Woods 
Hon And ew Little 
Hon Ca mel Sepuloni (Chai ) 
Hon Stua t Nash 
Hon Jenny Salesa 
Hon K is Faafoi 
Hon Willie Jackson 
Hon Aupito William Sio 
Hon Poto Williams 
Hon Julie Anne Gente  

Hard-copy distribution: 
Ministe  fo  Social Development 
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