
I N  C O N F I D E N C E
LEG-22-MIN-0099

Cabinet Legislation 
Committee
Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Exempting the Cost of Living Payment from Being Considered Income 
or a Cash Asset for Welfare Support
Portfolio Social Development and Employment

On 9 June 2022, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1 noted that in April 2022, Cabinet agreed to:

1.1 provide a temporary Cost of Living payment to further support low- to middle-
income New Zealanders over the winter period;

1.2 amend the Social Security Regulations 2018 and the Student Allowances 
Regulations 1998 to exempt the Cost of Living payment from being considered 
income or a cash asset, to ensure clients do not receive a reduction in other financial 
assistance;

[CAB-22-MIN-0130]

2 noted that the Social Security (Income and Asset Exemption) Amendment Regulations 2022
and the Student Allowance (Personal and Partner Exemption) Amendment Regulations 2022
will give effect to the decision referred to in paragraph 2;

3 noted that the amendment regulations referred to in paragraph 2 will take effect on 1 August
2022;

4 authorised the submission to the Executive Council of the: 

4.1 Social Security (Cash Assets and Income Exemptions—Cost of Living Payment) 
Amendment Regulations 2022 [PCO 24774/2.0];

4.2 Student Allowances (Income Exemptions—Cost of Living Payment) Amendment 
Regulations 2022 [PCO 24773/2.0].
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