Key Facts at the end of March 2006
Central Region
Please note that this Fact Sheet defines the working aged population as aged 18–64 years, to reflect the minimum age of entitlement to most benefits and the age of eligibility for New Zealand Superannuation.  All information in this fact sheet refers to working aged recipients of the benefits concerned.  Please note also that trends in numbers receiving income tested benefits are more reliably shown by comparisons between the same quarter 12 months apart than by comparisons between consecutive quarters.
All income tested benefits
 

Numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Dannevirke
	994
	1,150
	1,201

	Feilding
	1,870
	1,500
	1,424

	Foxton
	948
	771
	736

	Horowhenua
	3,283
	2,906
	2,693

	Kapiti
	2,866
	2,553
	2,427

	Masterton
	3,969
	2,906
	2,900

	Otaki
	935
	822
	779

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	7,540
	5,858
	5,782

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged recipients (aged 18–64 years) of an income tested benefit 


	22,405
	18,466
	17,942


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged recipients of income tested benefits at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an income tested benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of recipients of 

an income tested benefit. 
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits in the Central region as a whole has decreased by 4,463 (20 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving income tested benefits:

· decreased in seven of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Central region in four of the eight service centres.
Unemployment Benefit
 
Numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Numbers of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Dannevirke
	       275 
	       241 
	       191 

	Feilding
	       666 
	       252 
	       216 

	Foxton
	       305 
	       162 
	       144 

	Horowhenua
	       992 
	       613 
	       441 

	Kapiti
	       954 
	       487 
	       278 

	Masterton
	     1,282 
	       326 
	       302 

	Otaki
	       363 
	       215 
	       171 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	     2,686 
	       924 
	       803 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     7,523 
	     3,220 
	     2,546 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Unemployment Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving an Unemployment Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Unemployment Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits in the Central region as a whole has decreased by 4,977 (66 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Unemployment Benefits:

· decreased in all of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Central region in four of the eight service centres.
Domestic Purposes Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:


	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Dannevirke
	       346 
	       415 
	       444 

	Feilding
	       630 
	       587 
	       552 

	Foxton
	       259 
	       210 
	       214 

	Horowhenua
	       861 
	       812 
	       787 

	Kapiti
	     1,011 
	     1,006 
	       932 

	Masterton
	     1,197 
	       997 
	     1,030 

	Otaki
	       289 
	       299 
	       267 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	     2,362 
	     2,158 
	     2,112 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)
	     6,955 
	     6,484 
	     6,338 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients at the end of March. 

Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits in the Central region as a whole has decreased by 617 (nine percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits:

· decreased in seven of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a steeper decrease than the overall figure for the Central region in four of the eight service centres.
Sickness Benefit
 

Numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Dannevirke
	        84 
	       117 
	       158 

	Feilding
	       121 
	       209 
	       184 

	Foxton
	        77 
	       109 
	        90 

	Horowhenua
	       267 
	       376 
	       363 

	Kapiti
	       207 
	       336 
	       342 

	Masterton
	       367 
	       460 
	       475 

	Otaki
	        71 
	        81 
	        92 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	       586 
	       798 
	       792 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    1,780 
	    2,486 
	    2,496 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Sickness Benefit recipients at the end of March.
Note:
Numbers receiving a Sickness Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Sickness Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits in the Central region as a whole has increased by 716 (40 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Sickness Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Central region in five of the eight service centres.
Invalid’s Benefit 
Numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years), at the end of March 2001, at the end of March 2005, and at the end of March 2006, by service centre
	Number of recipients who were registered in:
	Mar 2001
	Mar 2005
	Mar 2006

	Dannevirke
	       172 
	       312 
	       339 

	Feilding
	       319 
	       379 
	       409 

	Foxton
	       218 
	       259 
	       258 

	Horowhenua
	       895 
	       975 
	       935 

	Kapiti
	       460 
	       648 
	       785 

	Masterton
	       763 
	       957 
	       944 

	Otaki
	       119 
	       189 
	       210 

	Palmerston North and Palmerston North Terrace End
	    1,397 
	    1,749 
	    1,842 

	
	
	
	

	Number of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients (aged 18–64 years)

	    4,343 
	    5,468 
	    5,722 


Source: 
IAP, numbers of working aged Invalid’s Benefit recipients at the end of March.

Note:
Numbers receiving an Invalid’s Benefit exclude the partners, spouses and dependents of Invalid’s Benefit recipients.
Between March 2001 and March 2006, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits in the Central region as a whole has increased by 1,379 (32 percent).  Over this period, the number of working aged people receiving Invalid’s Benefits:

· increased in all of the eight service centres in the Central region

· showed a smaller increase than the overall figure for the Central region in four of the eight service centres.
�   Includes Unemployment Benefits, Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (including Unemployment Benefits – Hardship – Students), Independent Youth Benefits, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone, Sickness Benefits, Sickness Benefits – Hardship, Emergency Maintenance Allowances, Invalid’s Benefits, Transitional Retirement Benefits, Widow’s Benefits and Emergency Benefits.





�   Includes Unemployment Benefits and Unemployment Benefits – Hardship (excluding Unemployment 


    Benefits – Hardship – Students).





�   Includes Domestic Purposes Benefits – Sole Parents, Domestic Purposes Benefits – Women Alone,   


    Domestic Purposes Benefits – Care of Sick or Infirm, and Emergency Maintenance Allowances.





�   Includes Sickness Benefits and Sickness Benefits – Hardship.








