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	Grants and Cancels – March 2017 Quarter


Key facts for grants 
A grant is the formal acceptance of entitlement to a benefit. The numbers reported below are for benefits granted in the March 2017 quarter (ie January to March 2017).
In the March 2017 quarter:

· 40,167 benefits were granted
· just over half of grant recipients were females (52.2 percent) and 47.8 percent were males
· almost two-fifths of grant recipients identified as Māori (37.6 percent), 32.8 percent as New Zealand European, and 9.2 percent as Pacific peoples
· around two-thirds of grant recipients were aged below 40 years (18-24 years – 33.4 percent; 25-39 years – 33.5 percent), while 22.1 percent were between 40 and 54 years and 11.0 percent between 55 and 64 years
· the most common benefit granted was Jobseeker Support (68.6 percent), followed Sole Parent Support (15.6 percent), Other main benefits (8.5 percent) and Supported Living Payment (7.3 percent) (see Note 1). 


Comparing the March 2017 quarter with the March 2016 quarter:

· the number of benefits granted increased for Supported Living Payment, Sole Parent Support and Jobseeker Support recipients but decreased for Other main benefit recipients
· most regions saw increases in benefits granted. Canterbury (11.0 percent) had the largest percentage increase in benefits granted, while Bay of Plenty (3.0 percent) had the largest percentage decrease.
Table 1: Grant numbers for March 2015, 2016 and 2017 quarters
	Benefit
	Mar-15 quarter
	Mar-16 quarter
	Mar-17 quarter
	Annual change

	Jobseeker Support
	28,888
	26,667
	 27,571 
	 904 
	3.4%

	Sole Parent Support
	6,575
	5,924
	 6,254 
	 330 
	5.6%

	Supported Living Payment
	3,028
	2,672
	 2,917 
	 245 
	9.2%

	Other main benefits See Note 1
	4,203
	3,873
	 3,425 
	-448 
	-11.6%

	Total main benefits
	42,694
	39,136
	 40,167 
	 1,031 
	2.6%


Note 1: Other main benefits include Youth Payment (YP), Young Parent Payment (YPP), Emergency Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Emergency Benefit (EB), Jobseeker Support Student Hardship (JSSH), Widow’s Benefit Overseas (WBO), and Sole Parent Support Overseas (SPSO).
Trend for grants
In the March 2017 quarter, the total number of grants was lower than in the March 2015 quarter. The seasonal pattern in grant numbers is driven by Jobseeker Support and Other main benefits.

Figure 1: Quarterly grant numbers, March 2015 to March 2017
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Note: Other main benefits include YP, YPP, EMA, EB, JSSH, WBO and SPSO.

Key facts for cancels
A cancellation (cancel) is the formal process that stops the entitlement to a benefit. The numbers reported below are for benefits cancelled in the March 2017 quarter (ie January to March 2017).
In the March 2017 quarter:

· 52,826 benefits were cancelled
· just over half of recipients whose benefit was cancelled were females (53.7 percent), and just under half were males (46.3 percent)
· nearly two-fifths of recipients whose benefit was cancelled identified as Māori (37.6 percent), 32.2 percent as New Zealand European, and 8.9 percent as Pacific peoples

· the majority of recipients whose benefit was cancelled were aged below 40 years (18-24 years – 32.4 percent; 25-39 years – 35.9 percent), while 21.5 percent were aged between 40 and 54 years and 10.3 percent between 55 and 64 years

· Jobseeker Support (60.5 percent) was the most commonly cancelled benefit, followed by Other main benefits (18.2 percent), Sole Parent Support (16.3 percent) and Supported Living Payment (5.0 percent) 
· the main reasons for benefits being cancelled were recipients obtaining work (42.3 percent), or being transferred to another benefit (11.1 percent).


Comparing the March 2017 quarter with the March 2016 quarter:

· the total number of benefits cancelled increased by 5.8 percent, with increases across all main benefit groups with the exception of Other main benefits
· Canterbury had the largest percentage increase in benefits cancelled (23.3 percent), followed by Taranaki (18.6 percent).


Table 2: Cancellation numbers for March 2015, 2016 and 2017 quarters
	Benefit
	Mar-15 quarter
	Mar-16 quarter
	Mar-17 quarter
	Annual change

	Jobseeker Support
	34,855
	29,402
	 31,978 
	 2,576 
	8.8%

	Sole Parent Support
	8,318
	7,337
	 8,615 
	 1,278 
	17.4%

	Supported Living Payment
	2,644
	2,523
	 2,616 
	 93 
	3.7%

	Other main benefits See Note 1
	12,448
	10,645
	 9,617 
	-1,028 
	-9.7%

	Total main benefits
	58,265
	49,907
	 52,826 
	 2,919 
	5.8%


Note 1: Other main benefits include YP, YPP, EMA, EB, JSSH and WBO.
Trend for cancels

The total number of benefit cancellations in the March 2017 quarter was lower than in the March 2015 quarter. 
Total main benefits, Jobseeker Support and Other main benefits showed a similar seasonal pattern.

Figure 2: Quarterly cancellation numbers, March 2015 to March 2017
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Note: Other main benefits include YP, YPP, EMA, EB, JSSH and WBO.

Reasons for cancelling benefits generally show seasonal variations, with recipients obtaining work consistently the top reason for benefits being cancelled. 

Figure 3: Quarterly cancellation numbers by reason, March 2015 to March 2017
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