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	Hardship Assistance – June 2016 Quarter


Key facts 
In the June 2016 quarter:

· 122,478 Special Needs Grants were provided, with a total of $16,747,706 paid
· 86,794 Advances were provided, with a total of $36,866,403 paid
· 10,141 Recoverable Assistance Payments were provided, with a total of $4,670,054 paid
· the most common reasons given for providing hardship assistance were for food (41.1 percent of all payments), accommodation (11.8 percent), and medical and associated costs (8.5 percent).

Comparing the June 2016 quarter with the June 2015 quarter:

· the total number of hardship assistance payments increased by 11.7 percent. Special Needs Grants and Advances increased by 7.5 percent and 16.4 percent respectively. Recoverable Assistance Payments increased by 28.6 percent
· the total amount of hardship assistance paid increased by 19.4 percent. Special Needs Grants and Advances had increases of 10.1 percent and 21.9 percent respectively. Recoverable Assistance Payments increased by 38.8 percent.


Hardship assistance for June 2011, 2015 and 2016 quarters

	Assistance
	Jun-2011 quarter
	Jun-2015 quarter
	Jun-2016 quarter
	Annual change

	Number

	Special Needs Grants (SNG)
	136,720
	113,937
	122,478
	8,541
	7.5%

	Advances (ADV)
	85,117
	74,544
	86,794
	12,250
	16.4%

	Recoverable Assistance Payments (RAP)
	7,923
	7,884
	10,141
	2,257
	28.6%

	Total provided
	229,760
	196,365
	219,413
	23,048
	11.7%

	Payments

	Special Needs Grants (SNG)
	$17,931,573
	$15,207,692
	$16,747,706
	$1,540,014
	10.1%

	Advances (ADV)
	$32,044,220
	$30,235,737
	$36,866,403
	$6,630,666
	21.9%

	Recoverable Assistance Payments (RAP)
	$3,067,881
	$3,365,383
	$4,670,054
	$1,304,671
	38.8%

	Total paid
	$53,043,674
	$48,808,812
	$58,284,163
	$9,475,351
	19.4%


Five-year trend

In the June 2016 quarter, Special Needs Grants numbers were lower compared to the June 2011 quarter, while Advances and Recoverable Assistance Payments were higher. There was a similar pattern for hardship assistance payments.
Quarterly hardship assistance numbers (June 2011 to June 2016)
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Quarterly hardship assistance payments (June 2011 to June 2016)
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Over the last five years, food has consistently remained the main reason for needing hardship assistance. School education costs show a seasonal trend with the highest number of payments provided in the March quarter when the school year begins.
Quarterly hardship assistance reasons (June 2011 to June 2016)
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    Food     Accommodation Related

    Medical and Associated Costs     People Affected by Benefit Stand Downs

    Electricity and Gas     School Education Costs

    Re-establishment Grants     Driver Licence

    Health Related     Long-Acting Reversible Contraception

    Other
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