Sole Parent Support - September 2014 quarter
Sole Parent Support (SPS) is for sole parents with dependent children under 14 who can look or prepare for part-time work.
Key Facts
At the end of September 2014:

· 72,589 working-age people were receiving Sole Parent Support. 

· 2.6 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving Sole Parent Support.

· Sole Parent Support recipients were more likely to be aged between 25 and 39, and to be female.

· 80 percent of recipients of Sole Parent Support had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year.

Comparing September 2013 with September 2014:

· The number of recipients of Sole Parent Support decreased by 7,110, or 9 percent. 

· There were decreases in benefit receipt across all ethnic groups. NZ Europeans had the largest percentage decrease.

· There were decreases in SPS numbers across all age groups.

· The proportion of the working-age population on Sole Parent Support fell.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of Sole Parent Support, at the end of September 2009, 2013 and 2014
	
	Sep-2009
	Sep-2013
	Sep-2014
	Annual change

	Male
	8,151
	7,089
	 6,182 
	-907
	-13%

	Female
	77,168
	72,610
	 66,407 
	-6,203
	-9%

	NZ European
	31,737
	27,640
	 24,395 
	-3,245
	-12%

	Mäori
	36,604
	36,389
	 33,890 
	-2,499
	-7%

	Pacific peoples
	8,597
	7,841
	 7,099 
	-742
	-9%

	All other ethnicities* 
	6,878
	6,678
	 6,186 
	-492
	-7%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	1,503
	1,151
	 1,019 
	-132
	-11%

	18-24 years
	18,784
	17,837
	 15,905 
	-1,932
	-11%

	25-39 years
	46,138
	42,455
	39,465
	-2,990
	-7%

	40-54 years
	19,476
	18,348
	16,213
	-2,135
	-12%

	55-64 years
	921
	1,059
	1,006
	-53
	-5%

	Continuous duration on any benefit
	
	
	
	
	

	     One year or less
	20,721
	14,406
	     14,762 
	356
	2%

	     More than one year
	64,598
	65,293
	57,827
	-7,466
	-11%

	Caring for a dependent child
	
	
	
	
	

	     Under 5 years
	45,780
	44,420
	41,257
	-3,163
	-7%

	     5-13 years
	39,392
	35,217
	     31,247 
	-3,970
	-11%

	Total number of recipients of SPS
	85,319
	79,699
	72,589
	-7,110
	-9%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving SPS
	26%
	26%
	25%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving SPS
	3.2%
	2.9%
	2.6%
	
	


* Includes Other Europeans, Asian peoples and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.
Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of September increased between 2009 and 2011, then decreased over the last three years. This pattern reflects changes in economic conditions.
[image: image1.png]100,000

80,000

60,000

40,000

20,000

Sole Parent Support numbers, 2009-2014

Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep

2009 2010 2011 2012

2013 2014





The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of September rose slightly between 2009 and 2011, but decreased over the last three years.
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