Terms of Reference: Ministerial Group on Family Violence and Sexual Violence
Purpose

The responsibility for addressing family violence sits across a range of Ministerial portfolios.  It is important that the Government’s work on this serious and complex issue is well co-ordinated, that there are ongoing opportunities for input from the relevant Ministers, and that work priorities are agreed by the Government as a whole.
The Ministerial Group on Family Violence and Sexual Violence (the Ministerial Group) will ensure better alignment of legislation, policy and services that address family violence and sexual violence.  It will provide opportunity for Ministers’ to be more directly involved in this work and to contribute to family violence and sexual violence-related work underway in other portfolios.
The Ministerial Group will:
· identify priority areas of work 

· provide oversight to a whole-of-government approach to addressing family violence and sexual violence
· maintain a watching brief of the investment in family violence and sexual violence services
· ensure legislation, policy and services to address family violence are aligned and co-ordinated
· provide a forum for Ministers to consult other Ministers on family violence and sexual violence work proposed or underway in their portfolios, and keep each other informed of developments.
Membership
Membership of the Ministerial Group includes the following:

· Minister of Justice (co-Chair)
· Minister for Social Development (co-Chair)

· Minister of Health
· Associate Minister of Justice
· Minister of Education

· Minister for ACC

· Minister of Police
· Minister of Corrections

· Minister for Pacific Peoples
· Minister for Ethnic Communities
· Minister for Senior Citizens

· Associate Minister for Social Development
· Minister for Disability Issues
· Minister for Women

· Minister for Māori Development
· Minister for Whānau Ora.

Other Ministers may be invited to attend meetings from time to time if discussion is relevant to their portfolio, and membership may be amended to reflect future changes in priorities.
Meeting frequency and supporting structures

The Ministerial Group will meet quarterly or as otherwise required.  Administrative support for the Ministerial Group meetings will be provided by the Family Violence Unit in consultation with the Offices of the Ministers of Justice and Social Development. 
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