	Jobseeker Support – December 2015 Quarter


Jobseeker Support (JS) is for people who can usually look or prepare for work. It also includes people who can only work part-time or cannot look for work at the moment, for example because they have a health condition, injury or disability.
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Key Facts
At the end of December 2015:
· 122,927 working-age
 people were receiving Jobseeker Support 

· 4.4 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand
 were receiving Jobseeker Support
· 55.8 percent of Jobseeker Support recipients were male 

· 54.6 percent of Jobseeker Support recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year.


Comparing December 2015 with December 2014:

· the number of recipients of Jobseeker Support decreased by 1,704, or 1.4 percent 

· there were decreases in Jobseeker Support numbers across all age groups except the 25-39 year age group (up 1.4 percent). The 40-54 year age group had the largest percentage decrease (down 3.4 percent)
· there were decreases in Jobseeker Support numbers across all ethnic groups except Māori which increased 1.7 percent
· the proportion of the working-age population in New Zealand receiving Jobseeker Support decreased slightly from 4.5 percent to 4.4 percent.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of Jobseeker Support
at the end of December 2010, 2014 and 2015
	
	Dec-2010
	Dec-2014
	Dec-2015
	Annual change

	Benefit subgroup

	Jobseeker Support – Work Ready
	89,596
	69,156
	   67,670
	-1,486
	-2.1%

	Jobseeker Support – Health Condition or Disability (HCD)
	59,973
	55,475
	       55,257 
	-218
	-0.4%

	Gender

	Male
	86,453
	69,171
	 68,561
	-610 
	-0.9%

	Female
	63,116
	55,460
	       54,366 
	-1,094 
	-2.0%

	Ethnic group

	NZ European
	66,097
	51,011
	       50,266 
	-745 
	-1.5%

	Māori
	46,823
	43,820
	       44,582 
	            762 
	1.7%

	Pacific peoples
	11,887
	9,052
	         8,386 
	-666 
	-7.4%

	All other ethnicities See Note 1
	20,645
	18,137
	       17,088 
	-1,049 
	-5.8%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	4,117
	2,611
	         2,605 
	-6 
	-0.2%

	Age group

	18-24 years
	33,349
	26,158
	       25,671 
	-487 
	-1.9%

	25-39 years
	40,878
	32,553
	       33,023 
	         470 
	1.4%

	40-54 years
	47,642
	39,972
	       38,626 
	-1,346 
	-3.4%

	55-64 years
	27,700
	25,948
	       25,607 
	-341 
	-1.3%

	Continuous duration of any benefit

	One year or less
	66,594
	56,739
	55,805
	-934
	-1.6%

	More than one year
	82,975
	67,892
	67,122
	-770
	-1.1%

	Incapacity groups for HCD clients

	Psychological or psychiatric condition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	25,029
	23,518
	24,808
	1,290
	5.5%

	Musculo-skeletal system disorders                            
	8,702
	9,043
	9,014
	-29
	-0.3%

	Accidents
	4,594
	4,180
	3,569
	-611
	-14.6%

	Cardio-vascular disorders
	3,232
	2,733
	2,660
	-73
	-2.7%

	Pregnancy-related conditions
	1,230
	817
	710
	-107
	-13.1%

	Other disorders and conditions
	17,186
	15,184
	14,496
	-688
	-4.5%

	Total number of recipients of Jobseeker Support
	149,569
	124,631
	122,927
	-1,704
	-1.4%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving Jobseeker Support
	42.4%
	40.3%
	40.8%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving Jobseeker Support
	5.6%
	4.5%
	4.4%
	
	


Note 1: All other ethnicities includes Other Europeans, Asian peoples and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African people.

Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Jobseeker Support at the end of December has decreased over the last five years.  

This decrease in Jobseeker Support numbers reflects a steadily recovering employment situation and an increased focus by Work and Income on moving job seekers into paid work.
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The proportion of the working-age population receiving Jobseeker Support at the end of December has decreased over the last five years. 
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� Working-age recipients are aged 18-64 years. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.


� Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimate year ended June for relevant years.
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