All main benefits - September 2014 quarter

Key Facts
At the end of September 2014:

· 294,321 working-age* people were receiving a main benefit. 

· 10.7 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving a main benefit.**

· Over half (58%) of main benefit recipients were female, and 42 percent were male.

· 42 percent of main benefit recipients were receiving Jobseeker Support (JS), 32 percent were receiving Supported Living Payment (SLP) and 25 percent were receiving Sole Parent Support (SPS).

· Nearly three quarters (74%) of recipients of main benefits had been receiving their current benefit continuously for more than one year.

Comparing September 2013 with September 2014:

· The number of recipients of main benefits decreased by 10,073, or 3 percent. This decrease was largely driven by decreases in Sole Parent Support and Jobseeker Support numbers.

· Supported Living Payment numbers increased slightly.

· JS numbers decreased in all Work and Income regions except Northland, Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Central and Wellington. SPS numbers decreased in all regions, and SLP numbers increased slightly or remained stable in all regions.

· The proportion of the working-age population in New Zealand receiving a main benefit fell.

Summary of working-age* clients receiving main benefits, end of September 2009, 2013 and 2014
	Benefit
	Sep-2009
	Sep-2013
	Sep-2014
	Annual Change

	Jobseeker Support (JS)
	143,628
	126,470
	123,133
	-3,337
	-3%

	Sole Parent Support (SPS)
	85,319
	79,699
	72,589
	-7,110
	-9%

	Supported Living Payment (SLP)
	91,342
	92,072
	93,852
	1,780
	2%

	Youth Payment/Young Parent Payment (YP/YPP)***
	1,486
	1,293
	1,335
	42
	3%

	Other****
	5,036
	4,860
	3,412
	-1,448
	-30%

	Total working-age recipients
	326,811
	304,394
	294,321
	-10,073
	-3%

	Percentage of working-age population on main benefits
	12.3%
	11.2%
	10.7%
	
	


*Working-age clients are aged 18-64. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.
**Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimates as at 31 March 2014.
***Youth Payment/Young Parent Payment recipients who are 18+ years. There were 2,013 YP/YPP recipients aged 16-17 years at the end of September 2014. YP/YPP was introduced in August 2012; figures prior to this are estimates.
****Other includes Emergency Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Emergency Benefit (EB), Jobseeker Student Hardship (JSSH) and Widow’s Benefit Overseas (WBO).
Five-year trend

Main benefit numbers in September 2014 were lower than in September 2009. Changes in benefit numbers over this period largely reflect changes in economic conditions. 


[image: image1.png]400,000
350,000
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000

50,000

Benefit numbers, 2009-2014

/\/\M/\_

-

Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un ‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un‘Sep‘Dec Mar‘]un ‘Sep

2009 2010
——All main benefits

2011 2012 2013 2014
JS SPS SLP Other*





* Other includes Emergency Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Emergency Benefit (EB), Jobseeker Student Hardship (JSSH), Widow’s Benefit Overseas (WBO) and Youth Payment and Young Parent Payment (YP/YPP).

The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving a main benefit at the end of September increased between 2009 and 2010, but has decreased over the last four years. The main driver for this pattern has been changes in economic conditions.
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* Other includes Emergency Maintenance Allowance (EMA), Emergency Benefit (EB), Jobseeker Student Hardship (JSSH), Widow’s Benefit Overseas (WBO) and Youth Payment and Young Parent Payment (YP/YPP).
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5-year trend

		

						All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		Other*

		2008		Sep		269,608		95,603		79,178		89,044		5,783

		2008		Dec		286,176		102,809		80,906		89,168		13,293

		2009		Mar		288,959		111,886		81,803		89,710		5,560

		2009		Jun		310,296		130,352		83,387		90,560		5,997

		2009		Sep		326,811		143,628		85,319		91,342		6,522

				Dec		345,476		148,274		87,067		91,525		18,610

		2010		Mar		324,814		140,702		86,947		91,347		5,818

				Jun		332,924		146,385		88,110		92,012		6,417

				Sep		338,212		150,803		88,624		92,049		6,736

				Dec		352,707		149,569		89,432		92,024		21,682

		2011		Mar		331,529		144,177		89,260		92,073		6,019

				Jun		327,817		139,931		89,056		92,084		6,746

				Sep		328,496		140,843		89,164		92,001		6,488

				Dec		350,932		143,497		89,856		91,693		25,886

		2012		Mar		322,951		137,028		88,509		91,207		6,207

				Jun		320,041		134,512		87,662		91,309		6,558

				Sep		320,942		136,020		86,967		91,376		6,579

				Dec		339,095		137,370		85,939		91,514		24,272

		2013		Mar		310,146		128,784		84,462		91,367		5,533

				Jun		309,782		128,608		82,897		91,862		6,415

				Sep		304,394		126,470		79,699		92,072		6,153

				Dec		321,869		130,225		77,843		92,661		21,140

		2014		Mar		295,320		121,953		75,844		92,960		4,563

				Jun		293,586		121,131		74,027		93,257		5,171

				Sep		294,321		123,133		72,589		93,852		4,747

						JS

		2008		Sep		95,603

		2008		Dec		102,809

		2009		Mar		111,886

		2009		Jun		130,352

				Sep		143,628

				Dec		148,274

		2010		Mar		140,702

				Jun		146,385

				Sep		150,803

				Dec		149,569

		2011		Mar		144,177

				Jun		139,931

				Sep		140,843

				Dec		143,497

		2012		Mar		137,028

				Jun		134,512

				Sep		136,020

				Dec		137,370

		2013		Mar		128,784

				Jun		128,608

				Sep		126,470

				Dec		130,225

		2014		Mar		121,953

				Jun		121,131

						SPS

		2008		Sep		79,178

		2008		Dec		80,906

		2009		Mar		81,803

		2009		Jun		83,387

				Sep		85,319

				Dec		87,067

		2010		Mar		86,947

				Jun		88,110

				Sep		88,624

				Dec		89,432

		2011		Mar		89,260

				Jun		89,056

				Sep		89,164

				Dec		89,856

		2012		Mar		88,509

				Jun		87,662

				Sep		86,967

				Dec		85,939

		2013		Mar		84,462

				Jun		82,897

				Sep		79,699

				Dec		77,843

		2014		Mar		75,844

				Jun		74,027

						SLP

		2008		Sep		89,044

		2008		Dec		89,168

		2009		Mar		89,710

		2009		Jun		90,560

				Sep		91,342

				Dec		91,525

		2010		Mar		91,347

				Jun		92,012

				Sep		92,049

				Dec		92,024

		2011		Mar		92,073

				Jun		92,084

				Sep		92,001

				Dec		91,693

		2012		Mar		91,207

				Jun		91,309

				Sep		91,376

				Dec		91,514

		2013		Mar		91,367

				Jun		91,862

				Sep		92,072

				Dec		92,661

		2014		Mar		92,960

				Jun		93257
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Supported Living Payment numbers, 2009-2014



		Estimated Resident Population by Age and Sex (1991+) (Qrtly-Mar/Jun/Sep/Dec)

				As at

				Total

				18 Years		19 Years		20 Years		21 Years		22 Years		23 Years		24 Years		25 Years		26 Years		27 Years		28 Years		29 Years		30 Years		31 Years		32 Years		33 Years		34 Years		35 Years		36 Years		37 Years		38 Years		39 Years		40 Years		41 Years		42 Years		43 Years		44 Years		45 Years		46 Years		47 Years		48 Years		49 Years		50 Years		51 Years		52 Years		53 Years		54 Years		55 Years		56 Years		57 Years		58 Years		59 Years		60 Years		61 Years		62 Years		63 Years		64 Years

		2009Q1		65,050		63,000		61,500		60,200		57,310		56,880		55,940		55,590		55,830		53,880		53,730		53,340		52,820		52,590		53,570		53,870		56,720		58,740		61,460		63,970		63,930		63,430		63,700		62,240		62,070		62,660		63,250		65,270		66,710		65,520		64,110		61,480		59,760		57,860		57,000		54,960		53,000		51,320		50,330		48,960		48,550		48,000		47,640		47,870		46,690		40,320		37,230				2,659,850

		2010Q1		64,290		65,690		63,610		61,680		60,050		57,320		56,660		56,030		55,860		56,040		54,180		54,310		53,950		53,350		52,910		53,920		54,190		57,170		59,160		61,920		64,230		64,220		63,650		63,870		62,350		62,190		62,660		63,250		65,280		66,520		65,440		63,960		61,290		59,640		57,720		56,830		54,850		52,880		51,250		50,310		48,860		48,390		47,860		47,510		47,710		46,540		40,130				2,691,680

		2011Q1		63,020		64,930		66,420		63,580		61,100		59,390		56,600		55,920		55,320		55,160		55,690		54,110		54,360		54,310		53,360		52,900		54,000		54,270		57,300		59,230		62,070		64,210		64,250		63,710		63,820		62,310		62,070		62,530		63,050		65,050		66,240		65,220		63,640		61,050		59,340		57,440		56,590		54,590		52,690		51,070		50,150		48,740		48,280		47,750		47,340		47,510		46,330				2,708,010

		2012Q1		62,850		63,610		65,110		65,850		62,510		60,080		58,280		55,860		55,150		54,690		54,690		55,480		54,070		54,380		54,130		53,160		52,740		53,950		54,220		57,270		59,210		62,020		64,050		64,200		63,470		63,700		62,160		61,810		62,190		62,770		64,700		65,820		64,850		63,200		60,620		59,000		57,130		56,300		54,300		52,530		50,910		49,990		48,600		48,130		47,610		47,110		47,370				2,711,830

		2013Q1		62,620		63,460		63,960		64,560		64,860		61,600		59,370		57,680		55,500		54,850		54,580		54,580		55,620		54,180		54,160		54,020		53,070		52,770		54,060		54,320		57,380		59,420		62,120		64,080		64,290		63,460		63,550		62,120		61,620		61,850		62,490		64,390		65,450		64,480		62,870		60,330		58,710		56,910		56,010		54,110		52,410		50,770		49,860		48,470		47,950		47,480		46,950				2,719,350

		2014Q1		63,760		64,230		64,920		64,940		65,290		66,010		62,860		60,750		59,190		56,730		56,080		55,970		55,760		56,790		54,930		54,660		54,530		53,510		53,110		54,410		54,620		57,700		59,830		62,360		64,260		64,490		63,610		63,620		62,060		61,600		61,760		62,310		64,320		65,320		64,290		62,710		60,160		58,520		56,760		55,940		54,010		52,300		50,750		49,820		48,410		47,830		47,360				2,755,150

		Table information:

		Units:

		Number, Magnitude = Units

		Footnotes:

		Symbols:

		.. figure not available

		C: Confidential

		E: Early Estimate

		P: Provisional

		R: Revised

		S: Suppressed

		Status flags are not displayed

		Table reference:

		DPE054AA

		Last updated:

		18 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		19 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		20 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		21 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		22 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		23 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		24 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		25 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		26 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		27 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		28 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		29 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		30 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		31 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		32 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		33 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		34 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		35 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		36 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		37 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		38 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		39 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		40 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		41 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		42 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		43 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		44 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		45 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		46 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		47 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		48 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		49 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		50 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		51 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		52 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		53 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		54 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		55 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		56 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		57 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		58 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		59 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		60 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		61 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		62 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		63 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		64 Years: 14 August 2014 10:45am

		Source: Statistics New Zealand

		Contact: Information Centre

		Telephone: 0508 525 525

		Email:info@stats.govt.nz
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		Estimated Resident Population by Age and Sex (1991+) (Qrtly-Mar/Jun/Sep/Dec)

		March quarters				18-64

		2009Q1				2659850

		2010Q1				2,691,680

		2011Q1				2,708,010

		2012Q1				2,711,830

		2013Q1				2,719,350

		2014Q1				2,755,150

		Benefit numbers

						All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		Other*								All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		Other*

		2009		Sep		326,811		143,628		85,319		91,342		6,522						2009		12.3%		5.4%		3.2%		3.4%		0.2%

		2010		Sep		338,212		150,803		88,624		92,049		6,736						2010		12.7%		5.7%		3.3%		3.5%		0.3%

		2011		Sep		328,496		140,843		89,164		92,001		6,488						2011		12.4%		5.3%		3.4%		3.5%		0.2%

		2012		Sep		320,942		136,020		86,967		91,376		6,579						2012		12.1%		5.1%		3.3%		3.4%		0.2%

		2013		Sep		304,394		126,470		79,699		92,071		6,153						2013		11.4%		4.8%		3.0%		3.5%		0.2%

		2014		Sep		294,321		123,133		72,589		93,852		4,747						2014		11.1%		4.6%		2.7%		3.5%		0.2%

				JS

		2009		5.4%

		2010		5.7%

		2011		5.3%

		2012		5.1%

		2013		4.8%

		2014		4.6%

						SPS

		2009				3.2%

		2010				3.3%

		2011				3.4%

		2012				3.3%

		2013				3.0%

		2014				2.7%

						SLP

		2009				3.4%

		2010				3.5%

		2011				3.5%

		2012				3.4%

		2013				3.5%

		2014				3.5%
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Proportion of working-age population receiving main benefits at the end of June 2009-2014



		



JS

Proportion of working-age population receiving Jobseeker Support at the end of June, 2009-2014



		



SPS

Proportion of working-age population receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of June, 2009-2014



		



Proportion of working-age population receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of June, 2009-2014



		

								All main benefits		JS		SPS		SLP		YP/YPP		Other

				2009		Jun		310,296		130,352		83,387		90,560		1,416		4,581

				2010		Jun		332,924		146,385		88,110		92,012

				2011		Jun		327,817		139,931		89,056		92,084

				2012		Jun		320,041		134,512		87,662		91,309

				2013		Jun		309,782		128,608		82,897		91,862		1,180		5,235

				2014		Jun		293,586		121,131		74,027		93,257		1,147		4,024

										41%		25%		32%

		Annual change						-   16,196		-   7,477		-   8,870		1,395		-   33		-   1,211

								-5%		-6%		-11%		2%		-3%		-23%

						Jun-14

								Female		Male

						All		170894		122692		293586

								58%		42%		100%

						JS		54134		66997		121131

								45%		55%		100%

						SPS		67740		6287		74027

								92%		8%		100%

						SLP		46104		47153		93257

								49%		51%		100%

										Continuous duration

										> year

						All				215,177		293586

										73%

						JS				67,531		121131

										56%

						SPS				59,437		74027

										80%

						SLP				85,659		93257

										92%






