Jobseeker Support - December 2013 quarter
Jobseeker Support (JS) is for people who can usually look or prepare for work. It also includes people who can only work part-time or cannot look for work at the moment, for example because they have a health condition, injury or disability.

Key Facts

At the end of December 2013:
· 130,225 working-age people were receiving Jobseeker Support. 
· 4.7 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving Jobseeker Support.
· Jobseeker Support recipients are more likely to be male.
· 56 percent of recipients of Jobseeker Support had been receiving any benefit continuously for more than one year.

Between December 2012 and December 2013:
· The number of recipients of Jobseeker Support decreased by 7,145, or 5 percent. 
· There were decreases in benefit receipt across all age groups. The 40-54 year age group had the largest percentage decrease.
· There were decreases in benefit receipt across all ethnic groups. 
· The percentage of the working-age population in New Zealand receiving Jobseeker Support fell.


Characteristics of working-age recipients of Jobseeker Support, at the end of December 2008, 2012 and 2013
	
	Dec-2008
	Dec-2012
	Dec-2013
	Annual change

	Jobseeker Support – Work Ready
	51,944
	76,125
	71,373
	-4,752
	-6%

	Jobseeker Support – Health Condition or Disability (HCD)
	50,865
	61,245
	58,852
	-2,393
	-4%

	Male
	55,005
	76,111
	 72,103 
	-4,008
	-5%

	Female
	47,804
	61,259
	 58,122 
	-3,137
	-5%

	Mäori
	31,469
	44,882
	 44,265 
	-617
	-1%

	Pacific people
	7,763
	10,620
	 9,615 
	-1,005
	-9%

	NZ European
	46,003
	59,267
	 54,933 
	-4,334
	-7%

	All other ethnicities* / unspecified
	17,574
	22,601
	 21,412 
	-1,189
	-5%

	18-24
	19,955
	26,965
	 26,887 
	-78
	0%

	25-39
	28,174
	34,890
	 33,400 
	-1,490
	-4%

	40-54
	33,386
	46,630
	 42,872 
	-3,758
	-8%

	55-64
	21,294
	28,885
	 27,066 
	-1,819
	-6%

	Continuous duration on any benefit
	
	
	
	
	

	     One year or less
	51,478
	58,308
	57,544
	-764
	-1%

	     More than one year
	51,331
	79,062
	72,681
	-6,381
	-8%

	Incapacity groups (for HCD clients)
	
	
	
	
	

	     Psychological or psychiatric condition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	20,396
	26,026
	24,983
	-1,043
	-4%

	     Musculo-skeletal system disorders                            
	7,427
	9,360
	9,442
	82
	1%

	     Accidents
	3,854
	4,711
	4,609
	-102
	-2%

	     Cardio-vascular disorders
	2,887
	3,086
	2,966
	-120
	-4%

	     Pregnancy-related conditions
	1,414
	1,235
	905
	-330
	-27%

	     Other disorders and conditions
	14,887
	16,827
	15,947
	-880
	-5%

	Total number of recipients of JS
	102,809
	137,370
	130,225
	-7,145
	-5%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving JS
	35.9%
	40.5%
	40.5%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving JS
	3.9%
	5.0%
	4.7%
	
	



Five-year trend
The number of clients receiving Jobseeker Support at the end of December increased between 2008 and 2010, followed by a decrease over the last three years.  
Changes between 2008 and 2013 which have affected the number of clients receiving Jobseeker Support include changed economic conditions. The decrease in JS numbers over the last two years reflects a slowly recovering employment situation and an increased focus by Work and Income on moving job seekers into paid work.
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