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Welcome to HIYU





This regular newsletter for Community Representatives provides updates on policy and procedure, legislation and any other information that may be useful to you in your role. 











Review of Decision statistics





The ROD team reports quarterly to staff across the Ministry about ROD statistics.  Some points of interest from the last quarter include:


910 RODs being received across the Ministry between 1 October 2008 and 31 December 2008.


54% of reviews are resolved at the internal review stage meaning that they do no progress to a hearing.


Decisions about non-beneficiary assistance make up the highest proportion of reviewed decisions.  In addition to this DPB Sole Parent, Invalids Benefit and Sickness benefit all had over 100 reviews lodged.


Reviewed decisions still only make up approximately 0.1% of all decisions made by the Ministry.





Website News





Updated information on MSD website


The MSD website 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.msd.govt.nz/tools/review-of-decision.html" ��http://www.msd.govt.nz/tools/review-of-decision.html�











�





Information when sitting on a panel


BRC panelists need to make sure they are satisfied they have all of the information they need.  If you have a question as a panel member as to whether you have everything you need, take the time to ask the Ministry for extra information.  If required you can adjourn or simply ask the presenter during the hearing.  In other cases when you first receive the report you may notice something is not there.  Ask the co-ordinator if they can liaise with the appropriate Ministry staff member to get this to you, the other panelists and the applicant.


Good decision making is informed decision making.








Withholding tax on Mileage Update








We have been asking IRD for regular updates on the outcome of our application to IRD for an exemption under Regulation 7 of the Income Tax (Withholding Payments) Regulations 1979 regarding withholding tax on mileage since July 2007.





We have recently been advised that our application continues to be on hold as the proposed changes to the tax treatment of honoraria and reimbursements paid to volunteers is currently under review in the "Taxation (International Taxation, Life Insurance and Remedial Matters Bill" (the Bill) and is expected to be passed into law this year."





Review of Decision Team Contacts





Contact these people for further information:





Janet Davis: 04 916 3079


Casey Freeman: 04 978 4167


Uiti Pelenato: 04 916 3857


Nicola Rhodes: 03 963 8425





If you are outside Wellington, feel free to call 0800 559 009 


e-mail: 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:MSD_Review_of_Decision_Team@msd.govt.nz" ��MSD_Review_of_Decision_Team@msd.govt.nz�





Policy and Legislation Updates December 2008 – February 2009


Civilian Amputee Assistance


Civilian Amputee Assistance has been amended to clarify when assistance can be provided.  Clients are now able to receive payment before they attend a limb centre for the fitting, adjustment or repair of an artificial limb.  Clients can still apply for reimbursement after their appointment. (See attachment)


Childcare Subsidy


Clients who are receiving 20 hours of Free Early Childhood Education, and are eligible to receive 50 hours per week subsidy, can receive the Childcare Subsidy for attendance over the 20 hours but only up to 50 hours.


Legislation


The following regulations have been added:


Social Security (Alternative Arrangement for Overseas Pensions) Regulations 2008 (as at 1 January 2009)


Social Security (Cash Assets Exemption – Redundancy Payment) Regulations 2008 (as at 1 January 2009)


Social Security (Income and Cash Asset Exemptions – Ex Gratia and Compensation Payments made by the Crown) Regulations 2008 (as at 3 November 2008)


Social Security (Income and Cash Assets Exemptions – Vietnam Veterans and Their Families Trust Payments) Regulations 2008 (as at 3 November 2008)


Social Security (Income Exemption: Operational Allowances) Regulations 2007 (as at March 2007)


Social Security (Overseas Pension Deduction) Regulations 1996 (as at 2 October 1996) ( See attachments)


Orphans Benefit and Unsupported Childs Benefit


The personal earnings of a child do not affect the rate of payment of Orphans Benefit or Unsupported Childs Benefit.  However, a child who is in full-time employment and financially independent is not treated as a dependent child for Orphans Benefit or Unsupported Childs Benefit. (See attachment)


Young Parent Childcare Payment


The Young Parent Childcare Payment pilot ceased at the end of December 2008.  No new applications can be made for this payment.  However, young parents who were in receipt of the Young Parent Childcare Payment in December 2008 can re-apply to get the payment until the end of the 2009 school year.  The eligibility criteria for assistance is unchanged.  For more information please contact Helpline.


Special Needs Grants


The Domestic Violence Programme provides special assistance for clients applying for a residence permit in New Zealand who have lost the financial support of their partner. 


Re-Start


The Welfare Programme and policy information has been attached for you.


For more details on the above topics see the Policy and Legislation updates attachment.








SSAA decisions


The ROD team will be sending out Social Security Appeal Authority decisions to the people who sat on the original BRC.  This is a way of keeping you in the loop with cases you have had involvement in.





Keeping You Informed


�Enclosed information





Policy & Legislation updates


ReStart Welfare Programme





ReStart Package


�INCLUDEPICTURE "../../Desktop/12323641.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


The Government has announced a package of financial assistance for people who have been made redundant and need additional help for up to 16 weeks or until they find another full time job.


The ReStart package is non-taxable financial assistance made up of three parts:


RePlace - up to an extra $100 in addition to the Accommodation Supplement to help with accommodation costs, and/or


ReCover - a payment for families with children if the family is no longer eligible to receive the in work tax credit because of a redundancy


ReConnect - help to get the person who has been made redundant back into a job.


A person may qualify for just RePlace, or just ReCover or could qualify for both.


The ReStart package is short term assistance to provide help immediately after someone is made redundant.  It is available until the person gets a full time job or for a maximum of 16 weeks, whichever happens first.


Further information on ReStart as well as the new Welfare Programme are attached to this newsletter.


http://beehive.govt.nz/feature/summit
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