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	Supported Living Payment – March 2016 Quarter



Supported Living Payment (SLP) is for people who have, or care for someone with, a health condition, injury or disability that severely limits their ability to work on a long-term basis. 

Key Facts
At the end of March 2016:

·  93,250 working-age people
 were receiving Supported Living Payment 

· 3.3 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand
 were receiving Supported Living Payment
· the large majority of Supported Living Payment recipients were aged between 40 and 64 years

· 95.1 percent of Supported Living Payment recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year. This is due to the chronic nature of their condition or disability
· One-third (33.1 percent) of those receiving Supported Living Payment – Health Condition or Disability had a psychological or psychiatric disorder.


Comparing March 2016 with March 2015:

· the number of recipients of Supported Living Payment remained stable, decreasing by 330, or 0.4 percent 

· there was a percentage decrease in recipient numbers for New Zealand Europeans (3.7 percent), while the other ethnic groups had percentage increases
· there were small percentage increases for the 25-39 year age group and the 55-64 year age group, and small percentage decreases for the other age groups
· the proportion of the working–age population on Supported Living Payment decreased slightly from 3.4 percent to 3.3 percent.


Characteristics of working-age recipients of Supported Living Payment
at the end of March 2011, 2015 and 2016
	
	Mar-2011
	Mar-2015
	Mar-2016
	Annual change

	Benefit subgroup

	Supported Living Payment - Health Condition or Disability (HCD)
	85,055
	85,047
	84,655
	-392
	-0.5%

	Supported Living Payment - Caring
	7,018
	8,533
	8,595
	62
	0.7%

	Gender

	Male
	46,982
	47,348
	47,092
	-256
	-0.5%

	Female
	45,091
	46,232
	46,158
	-74
	-0.2%

	Ethnic group

	NZ European
	48,786
	48,215
	46,429
	-1,786
	-3.7%

	Māori
	21,204
	23,258
	23,483
	225
	1.0%

	Pacific people
	5,523
	6,036
	6,359
	323
	5.4%

	All other ethnicities See Note 1
	13,913
	13,457
	14,460
	1,003
	7.5%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	2,647
	2,614
	2,519
	-95
	-3.6%

	Age group

	18-24 years
	7,128
	6,984
	6,812
	-172
	-2.5%

	25-39 years
	17,654
	16,977
	17,086
	109
	0.6%

	40-54 years
	35,197
	35,662
	34,956
	-706
	-2.0%

	55-64 years
	32,094
	33,957
	34,396
	439
	1.3%

	Continuous duration on any benefit

	One year or less
	5,391
	4,849
	4,606
	-243
	-5.0%

	More than one year
	86,682
	88,731
	88,644
	-87
	-0.1%

	Incapacity groups (for HCD clients)

	Psychological or psychiatric condition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	25,256
	27,450
	28,033
	583
	2.1%

	Intellectual disability
	10,969
	10,351
	10,078
	-273
	-2.6%

	Musculo-skeletal system disorders                            
	9,884
	9,099
	8,910
	-189
	-2.1%

	Nervous system disorders
	6,425
	6,501
	6,474
	-27
	-0.4%

	Cardio-vascular disorders
	6,386
	5,763
	5,501
	-262
	-4.5%

	Accidents
	3,853
	3,700
	3,678
	-22
	-0.6%

	Cancer and congenital conditions
	6,058
	6,513
	6,608
	95
	1.5%

	Other disorders and conditions
	16,224
	15,670
	15,373
	-297
	-1.9%

	Total number of recipients of Supported Living Payment
	92,073
	93,580
	93,250
	-330
	-0.4%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving Supported Living Payment
	27.8%
	32.9%
	33.3%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving Supported Living Payment
	3.4%
	3.4%
	3.3%
	
	


Note 1: All other ethnicities includes Other Europeans, Asian peoples and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.

Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of March increased only slightly between 2011 and 2016. The long-term nature of conditions for those on Supported Living Payment mean that very few people move from Supported Living Payment into paid work or on to another benefit.    

The small increase between 2011 and 2015 in numbers receiving Supported Living Payment may reflect an ageing population, as well as an increasing prevalence of health conditions and disabilities among older people.  
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The proportion of the working-age population receiving Supported Living Payment at the end of March each year remained stable between 2011 and 2016.
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� Working-age recipients are aged 18-64 years. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.


� Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimate year ended June for relevant years.
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